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Principal’s Message
Greetings from Mrs. Eells! I am so
pleased with the way the children have
fallen nicely into the routines and
rhythms of school. Thank you to all
parents who provided consistency for
arrival and pick up! Credit is also due
to our amazing staff of highly qualified
early childhood educators for
establishing their daily rituals from the
first day of school. The result is that
we now have a school full of young
students who feel safe and secure
while here at school.
Now that routines are established, the
play based environment will be
constructed daily to extend across all
domains (cognitive, language,
numeracy, literacy, interpersonal, and
motor skills) and will include scientific
inquiry. I am so pleased to be a part
of this high quality early learning
community in which children are truly
put first and their personal interests
lead their learning.
There are many ways in which we
would love parents to become
involved in the school. Each
classroom goes to the Auer Farm
every three weeks and we always
need parents to assist at the farm.
Individual teachers know the needs of
the classroom so please approach
your child’s teacher to inquire how

Important Dates
else you might get involved with helping
the classroom.
The PTO is a Parent Teacher Organization
that supports the school community
beyond the support we already receive
from our budget and through our usual
resources. The PTO fundraises for
equipment and organizes family events.
They provide play dates throughout the
year that help to build community among
our families and students. Please keep
up with the PTO happenings by reading
their newsletters, flyers, and attending
meetings, if possible.
I would like to congratulate Mrs. Irene
Garneau, Wintonbury’s Instructional
Coach, for being accepted as a presenter
at the November National Association for
Young Children (NAEYC) conference in
Dallas, Texas. I am confident that she will
represent our Wintonbury community well!
Also, congratulations to Mrs. Sarah
Leibert- Williams, Wintonbury’s Curriculum
Specialist and Magnet Theme Coach, who
will be leaving us soon to become the
Interim Principal of Carmen Arace
Intermediate School!

October 2

PTO Meeting
6:00 p.m. Lobby
Childcare Provided

October 6

Last day to return
PTO KidStuff
fundraising books

October 9

2nd Cup of Coffe
WECMS Lobby
9:00 a.m.

October 10

Picture Day

October 13

Columbus Day
SCHOOL CLOSED

October 18

Garden Club work
day 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

October 20

Otis Spunkmeyer
Fundraiser Begins

October 24

Fall Box Top
Collection Day

Please do not hesitate to contact me if
there are any questions or concerns that
you might have about the school or your
child’s education.

Join us for a 2nd Cup of Coffee
9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m.

Wintonbury Lobby
Thursday, October 9th
Meet other parents, Principal Lisa Eells and
Wintonbury Staff

On September 6th Wintonbury families and
staff joined forces for the first Garden Club
work day. Thank you so much to those who
volunteered! The Garden Club plans to
meet again October 18th. All are welcome!

PTO News
The PTO at Wintonbury is a vibrant
and energetic group of parents,
teachers and administrators who plan
and sponsor school events and
coordinate fundraisers to support the
school. All parents and guardians
are invited and encouraged to be a
part of the PTO.
Their mission statement is as follows:
WECMS PTO shall strive to develop
a closer connection between school
and home by encouraging parent
involvement; enhance the
educational experience by supporting

academic and enrichment activities,
and improve the environment at our
school by providing volunteer and
financial support.
The PTO elections were held last
June for the 2014-2015 school year.
Congratulations to our new executive
board! President: Sonji Nicholson
Secretary: Rochelle Palache; and
Co-Treasurers: Rasheda Blackett
and Shanoah Gee
If you are interested in learning more
feel free to contact Sonji at
Wintonbury_pto@yahoo.com.

Join us for the next PTO meeting
on Thursday, October 2nd from 6:00
p.m.—7:00 p.m. Childcare will be
provided for the first 20 children ages
3 and up.
We collect Box Tops! October 24th
is the last day to bring in Box Tops
for the fall. Keep on cutting them as
we will collect again in the spring!
Look for collection boxes outside
your child’s
classroom.

Observing and Documenting
in Pre-K
Children in Room 302 use a variety of
tools to explore pumpkins and gourds,
then write or draw about their
observations. This experience
encourages language skills,
specifically, the use of descriptive
vocabulary such as slimy, bumpy,
rough, and smooth. In addition, the
children develop fine motor strength
and coordination while plucking the
seeds and cutting the pulp. Finally,
children learn that they can record
their thoughts and words through
writing and drawing.

Nurse’s News
Alea Anderson, our school
nurse, is available to talk to you.
If your child has a medical
concern either chronic or acute,
you may contact Ms. Anderson
directly at 860.769.5521.
Important Information
Updated health forms (yellow for
pre-k, blue for Kindergarten)
must be current within 1 year.
Please alert us to any allergies,
food, medication or
environmental. Any student with
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an Epi-pen Jr. needs to have
one at school.

chronic illness or a short term situation (i.e. broken arm).

If your child needs medications
administered at school (even
Tylenol) we must have an
authorization medication
administration form signed by
your doctor for each medication
on file. Medications must be in
their original containers.

In a school full of young children
we know illness is bound to
happen. We do ask that if your
child is sick, please keep him/her
at home. This will help to prevent
the spread of illness and keep
everyone a little healthier
throughout the school year.
Children will be sent home with a
fever over 100 degrees or if they
have vomiting, diarrhea or cannot
participate in school routines.

If your child has any unique
health needs please let us
know. This may include a
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Pre-K Curriculum Corner
The Wintonbury Early Childhood
Magnet School uses the Creative
Curriculum® for preschool aged
children. Rooted in theory and
research, this curriculum’s foundation
provides guidelines for best practice in
early childhood education. Our highly
qualified teaching staff provides a
nurturing, language rich learning
environment for young children.
Why play?
Play is the work of children. Theory
tells us that young children need
concrete, hands-on experiences to
build knowledge. Research also
informs us that long periods of
uninterrupted play with peers and
adults promotes self-regulation.
Children who can focus, control

Irene Garneau
emotions, and transition easily through
their day have higher success rates
both socially and academically. During
play young children manipulate and act
upon their environment. Coupled with
meaningful child-adult interactions,
young children are able to learn new
concepts and explore new ideas
through play.
Classroom Environment
Teachers spend a great deal of time
creating inviting and stimulating
environments for young children.
Teachers develop activities and
experiences from careful observations
and their understanding of child
development. Intentionally planned
environments take into account the
varied needs, abilities and interests of

Kindergarten Happenings The kindergarten classes at
Wintonbury follow the rigorous
Bloomfield Public School curriculum
aligned with the Common Core State
Standards www.corestandards.org/
ELA-Literacy/L/K . It combines
academics with an early childhood
model where children have
opportunities to practice new skills
through play and hands-on
manipulation of materials.
Kindergarten is a time when your
child will learn to read! The following
are some tips for parents of incoming
Kindergarteners from the Reading
Rockets website.

How We Teach
Preschool teachers use a variety of
instructional strategies when working
with young children. The foundation of
our practice is in developing strong
relationships with children and families.
Effective classroom management
creates environments where children
feel safe to explore and try new ideas.
These questions and ideas drive the
curriculum. Teachers engage in
learning with children through effective
questioning and meaningful
dialogue. Simultaneously, teachers
infuse 48 goals and objectives for
young children’s learning.

Sarah Leibert, Curriculum Specialist
reading a book about animals,
relate it to your last trip to the
zoo.



Use your child’s name. Point
out the link between letters and
sounds. Say, “John, the word
jump begins with the same sound
as your name. John, jump. And
they both begin with the same
letter, J.”



Trace and say letters. Have
your child use a finger to trace a
letter while saying the letter’s
sound. Do this on paper, in sand,
or on a plate of sugar.



Talk to your child! Ask your
child to talk about his day at
school. Encourage him to explain
something they did, or a game he
played during recess.



Play sound games. Practice
blending sounds into works. Ask
“Can you guess what this word
is? m-o-p.” Hold each sound longer than normal.



Say silly tongue twisters. Sing
songs, read rhyming books, and
say silly tongue twisters. These
help kids become sensitive to the
sounds in words.





Read and experience it.
Connect what your child reads
with what happens in life. If

Read it again and again. Go
ahead and read your child’s
favorite book for the 100th time!
As you read, pause and ask your
child about what is going on in
the book.



Talk about letters and
sounds. Help your child learn
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each child.

the names of letters and the
sounds they make. Turn it into a
game! “I’m thinking of a letter
and it makes the sound
mmmmmm.”

Children in Room 306 developed a list of
farm animals who might visit the
classroom. The next day each child
made their own prediction before the
special visitors arrived.
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Birthday Books
To keep in line with our focus on healthy life style choices we
encourage families to leave the birthday cupcakes at home and
instead make yourself or a “special person” the birthday treat.
Families are encouraged to send in a guest
birthday reader to their child’s classroom to
celebrate their special day.

Room 201 welcomed its first mystery reader, Mr.
D. He shared some of their family’s favorite
bedtime stories with children, while
strengthening our school to family connection!

A Friendly Reminder
Please note that the Wintonbury playground
is not open for “family” use during the school
day or Extension hours.
We know that it is tempting to utilize the
playground after dismissal;
however, we must ask that
only children under school
staff or Extension staff
supervision be on the playground between the hours of
7:30 a.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Thank you for your help!

You can pick out your child’s favorite book
to read, borrow one from the classroom or
bring in a new one to donate to the class
library in your child’s name. What makes it
extra special is the person reading! Make
sure to coordinate with your child’s teacher
to come in and read.

Lunches
Children can bring lunch from
home or purchase lunch from our
cafeteria. Lunch money can be
sent into school in an envelope marked with your
child’s name and classroom number or you can
pay ahead on-line at myLunchMoney.com.
Monthly menus are distributed in your child’s cubby.
Forms are available if you would like to determine if
your child qualifies for free or reduced lunch.

FAQs About Arrival and Dismissal
When can I pick my child up?
Daily, parents can pick up preschoolers at 2:30 p.m. and
kindergarteners at 3:30 p.m. If you
need to pick up your child earlier for
an appointment please check in at
the front desk.
Why do I have to go to the front
entrance if I’m late arriving or
early picking up?
It is our first priority to keep your
children safe. If you arrive after 9:00
a.m. or need to pick up before 2:30
p.m. please come to the main
entrance and sign-in with the office
staff. All doors are locked at 9:00
a.m.
What if someone else is picking
up my child?
Some folks carpool with other

Wintonbury families, or have a
nanny or grandparent pick up on a
regular basis. Any person picking
up who is not the legal guardian
of a child must be listed on the
emergency contact form in the
office. If someone who is not listed
needs to pick up we must have
written permission by the legal
guardian and will check a photo ID
upon arrival to the school. The new
person picking up must sign in at the
office.
What happens if I’m late?
We ask that families be respectful of
both our drop-off and pick-up times.
In the morning teachers use precious
minutes prior to drop off to make
sure the environment is ready for
your child. It is also important that
your child arrives on time so they

don’t miss important routines such
as morning meeting. If you are late
on a farm day and bring your child
directly to the farm, we ask that
you call the office to confirm
attendance and place a lunch order
if needed. At the end of the day, if
you are late picking up your child,
he/she will be waiting with their
teacher in the main lobby where
parents are asked to sign them out.
Repeated late pick-ups will be
addressed on an individual basis
with the school social worker.
My child’s usually a bus rider
but I want to pick him/her up
from school some days.
No problem! Please let the office
know by noon if your child won’t be
taking the bus on a given day.

