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Why a Play-based Curriculum?
Some adults may wonder, “What is
my child really learning at preschool they just play all day?” The
answer is they are learning a lot and what they are learning sets
the stage for later academic
success.
Research tells us that when young
children are taught through the
“skill and drill” method (learning
facts in isolation such as numbers,
shapes and letters) and when academics are presented too much,
too soon, they can and often will
burn out on “learning” early in
their school careers. When
children are provided
opportunities to learn and practice
skills in the context of play, they
hold onto them longer and also
build important abilities that
prepare them to be better learners
later on. According to Dr. Lilian
Katz, an international leader in
early childhood education,
“Curriculum should help
children make deeper and fuller
understanding of their own

experience.” She goes on to say,
“Young children should have
experiences where they are
intellectually engaged and
challenged, can apply their
developing skills in meaningful ways,
have confidence in their own
intellectual powers and questions,
have extended conversations and
interactions with adults and peers,
have sustained involvement with
worthwhile topics and a feeling of
belonging to a community or school.
At Wintonbury our approach to
teaching and learning reflects these
ideals while still incorporating goals
and objectives that address the whole
child -emotionally, physically and
academically. Teachers teach in the
context of genuine relationships with
a focus on expanding children’s
vocabulary and building selfregulation skills. The classroom
environments are rich in print,
literature and opportunities for
children to learn through hands-on
developmentally appropriate
experiences. Through a focus on
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science and nature, and using an
inquiry based approach, teacher’s ignite
children’s curiosity and help them grow
the disposition of being a lifelong
learner.
Finally Dr. Katz tells us, that the learning
we want for young children can’t be
found in scripted curricula that rushes
from one disconnected academic topic
to the next. Learning is found in
authentic experiences, developed while
adults follow the child’s interests
throughout the day.

PTO News
The PTO continues to work hard in
their fundraising campaign. This
month you can help support the PTO
and the school by selling Otis
Spunkmeyer cookie dough. This is
the PTO’s biggest fundraiser of the
year.
Join families and staff in celebrating
the season at the Fall Festival! It will
take place at Wintonbury on
November 7th from 6:00 p.m.—7:30
p.m. Volunteers are needed, if you
are interested please contact Sonji
Nicholson at

Last month’s Peeper forgot to include
the PTO’s Vice President, Krysta
Chambers. Congratulations and
thank you for your service!
Due to the holiday breaks there will
be no PTO playdates in November
and December. Keep your eyes
open for the end of January!
Keep clipping
those Box Tops!
Children in Room 205 learned to use
watercolors at small group time.

Wintonbury_pto@yahoo.com

Wintonbury Shines!
Wintonbury music teacher Barbara Lewis was
recently honored to be selected as a semi -finalist
in the International Sarah Vaughan Jazz Vocal
Competition, competing against several hundred
jazz vocalists from all over the world. Way to go,
Mrs. Lewis!

Preschoolers in Room 102 explore the corn maze
during a recent trip to the Auerfarm.

Nurse’s News
Your skin is very important! It
is your body’s largest organ, it
is your body’s outer defense
and it protects you. Having
healthy skin can help to keep
your body healthy. Germs and
bacteria can get into your
body through cuts or open
|areas on your skin. During
winter your skin is at a higher
risk for problems. It can
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November is National Healthy Skin Month!
become very dry and
vulnerable to cracks and
open areas due to the cold
temperatures outside and
the dry heat inside. You can
keep your skin healthy by
keeping it clean, keeping it
dry, and keeping it
moisturized. You can also
keep your skin healthy by
applying anti-itch creams to

itchy areas, covering cuts and
open areas with Band-Aids and
antibiotic ointments, and by
eating a variety of healthy
foods. Have healthy skin for a
healthy you!
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Pre-K Curriculum Corner
Although you’re probably used to seeing
your children splash in the bathtub and
dig in the sandbox at the playground, you
may be surprised to know that the Sand
and Water Area, or sensory play, is an
important part of our curriculum. Both
sand and water are natural materials for
learning.
When children pour water into measuring
cups, they are exploring math concepts.
When they drop corks, stones, feathers,
and marbles into a tub of water, they are
scientists exploring which objects float
and which sink. When they comb sand
into patterns, they learn about both math
and art.
We encourage children to experiment
with these materials. As they do, we ask
questions to focus their thinking on their
discoveries: “How did the water change

Sensory Tables
when we added the soap flakes?”, “What
can wet sand do that dry sand can’t?”,
“How many of these measuring cups of
water do you suppose it will take to fill this
quart pitcher?”
What can you do at home?
If your child particularly enjoys playing
with water and sand, you may want to set
up some play areas for these activities in
your home. Water play can be set up at
the bathroom or kitchen sink.

Irene Garneau
Take time to join in your child’s play. Ask
them open-ended questions (that have no
right answer), this will lead to interesting
conversations. Open ended questions
often start with phrases like: “What do
you think will happen if . . .” or “Tell me
about . . .“
Creative Curriculum for Preschool©

If a sandbox is not available outdoors,
you might use a small dishpan as a miniature sandbox. All you need is a few
inches of fine white sand. Collect small
items such as shells, rubber animals,
small scoops or funnels. A variety of
props will lead to many hours of
enjoyment for your child.

Kindergarten Happenings
Kindergarten students kicked
off the school year with a unit of
study about their community.
Students engaged in centers
that reflected different parts of
their community: a library,
doctor’s office, grocery store,
hair salon and construction site.
Children practiced reading,
writing and math skills in an
authentic ways such as making
a grocery list, designing
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buildings, and making
appointments.
Informational texts (non-fiction
books) provided information for
children to use as a resource in
their journal writing and math
experiences.
Kindergarten’s next unit of
study is on weather.
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A student in Room 301 investigates his
shadow on the courtyard.

Students in Room
created scarecrows Cereal and Mickey for the
scarecrow contest at the Auerfarm’s Fall Festival. They took 1st
prize! Wintonbury had several classrooms participate in the
contest.

Have You Heard Of the Pointing Game?
You may have heard your preschool
child talk about playing the pointing
game. What we call the pointing
game, most call the Peabody Picture
Vocabulary Test (PPVT-4).
The PPVT-4 is designed to measure
vocabulary knowledge over a wide
age range, using a non-threatening
approach. Children are presented
with an opportunity to play the
“pointing game” and often have fun
while doing so. Each child is shown
four pictures while the adult says a
single word. The child verbally or
non-verbally indicates which picture
best represents the word spoken by
the adult.
The adult does all the talking so
children who are hesitant or nonverbal can still be measured
confidently, just by pointing and not
speaking.
The test measures common
vocabulary words and usually lasts
10-12 minutes. Typically “playing
the game” is considered a
special treat and children look

forward to participating.
At Wintonbury, your child will
participate in the PPVT-4 three times
over a two year period: upon
entry to preschool, at the end of the
child’s first year of preschool and
again at the end of their
second year of preschool. Test scores
are not looked at on an individual
basis and are not shared with
teachers, as they are not used for
diagnostic purposes or assessment.
The school uses aggregated data
from the test to measure growth as a
whole school. This data is one way
we share our school wide progress
with our district and the State
Department of Education.
While the PPVT-4 is considered one
of the most reliable standardized
tools with young children it is only a
10 minute snapshot in a child’s life.
Some children may be having an off
day or some may be having a lucky
day. The ongoing assessment that
preschool teachers use throughout
the school year is the best picture of

a child’s learning and
development. The observations
teachers collect over time is the
most reliable and important
information we can share with
parents and guardians. Your
teacher will provide you with a
detailed picture of your child during
parent/teacher conferences in early
December.

A sample page from the PPVT-4,
better known at WECMS as “the
pointing game.”

