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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
When students returned from
their “Martin Luther King,
Jr.” holiday, Mrs. Eells met
with each Pod of students to
read the book, “The Other
Side,” by Jacqueline Woodson
and to talk about Dr. King’s
life and teachings. The book
describes two girls (one with
dark skin and one with light
skin) and their friends who
have instructions from their
parents to stay on their own
side of the fence. The two
girls befriend each other and
sit together on the fence
instead. Once they get to
know each other, parents and
the other neighborhood
children soften. The children
conclude that “Someday,
somebody’s going to come
along and knock this old fence
down.” Mrs. Eells talked to
the children about how Dr.
King did come and knock
down the fence so that
children in neighborhoods can
play together and we can all
go to school and work
together, regardless of skin
color.
Mrs. Eells had the children
find a partner that had a

different skin color and then
brought out four eggs with
shells that varied from white
to dark brown. As she cracked
each egg, she had the children
notice what color the inside of
the egg was. The children
noticed that no matter what
color the outside of the egg
was, the inside was the same.
The conclusion of each session
ended with, “No matter how
we look on the outside, we are
all the same on the inside!”

Important Dates
February 5

PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Childcare Provided

February 12

2nd Cup of Coffee
9:00 a.m. in Lobby

February 12

Let’s Talk! A Parent/Child
Reading Party

February 16

President’s Day
NO SCHOOL

February 20

Black History Month
Celebration 1:00 p.m.
Kindergarten

Join us for a 2nd Cup of
Coffee!
Thursday,
February 12th
9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m.

Wintonbury Lobby

PJ Literacy Night!
What do you do on a cold
evening in January? Go to
Wintonbury P.J. Literacy
Night and cozy up with
books! On Thursday,
January 22, approximately
150 students and their
families attended this
event. Families
participated in a scavenger
hunt trying to find
classroom doors decorated
to represent a specific book.
Children were thrilled to
show their families the
artistic contributions they
made to their classroom’s
doors. After all doors were
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identified, children were
able to pick out a new
book as part of the
celebration. Wintonbury’s
benches and chairs were
filled with parents
reading to children,
children reading to
parents, and children
reading to children.
Families also had the
opportunity to enjoy pizza
and water in the cafeteria
and attend a story telling
in the multi-purpose
room. Linda Gabianelli,
from Prosser Public
Library, enthralled

families with Humpty
Dumpty Climbs Again, by
Dave Horowitz and I Love
My Hat, by Douglas Florian.
Ms. Gabianelli had families
dancing and singing and
loving books. It was an
evening that truly captured
the spirit of Wintonbury and
encouraged the joy of
reading. Thank you to the
Wintonbury PTO for
sponsoring this event and to
all the teachers who
volunteered their time to
make this evening
successful.
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Pre-K Curriculum Corner
Toys and games, also referred to
as manipulatives, include puzzles,
various table blocks, small
construction materials such as
Legos, board games, and collections
of objects (including shells, bottle
caps, and buttons). When children
use toys and games, they explore
how things work, learn to be
creative and use their
imaginations, strengthen and

Toys and Games
control the small muscles in their
hands, work cooperatively and solve
problems, and learn math ideas and
concepts.
When children use toys and games
in the classroom, we encourage
them to talk about what they are
doing. For example, we might say:
“Tell me about the design you
made.” or “How did you get those
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rings to fit together?” or “You’ve
picked out all blocks that look the
same. Can you tell me how they are
the same?” These questions and
comments are designed to help
children develop their thinking
skills.
Creative Curriculum for Preschool©

Preschoolers investigate
volume, motion, and
properties of matter in the
science areas of the
classroom.
Left, a student from Room
302 problem solves
different ways to move
sand from the funnel to the
container below.
Right, children in Room
306 make predictions about
what will freeze and will
not. What do you think?
Will flour or shaving cream
or oil freeze? You can make
your own predictions at
home!

Kindergarten Happenings
In January, kindergarten classrooms
implemented a Unit of Study on the
Five Senses. The five senses enable us
to collect impressions about our
surroundings and use that information
to make choices (I need mittens today),
enjoy things (The chocolate tastes
sweet), and be safe (The fire feels very
hot). Students learned to associate a
specific body part with the kind of
information it perceives and to make
scientific observations using the senses.
Different taste, smell and touch tests
gave students the opportunity to isolate
specific senses and differentiate among
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similar attributes. At home, you can
bring awareness to the five senses
during everyday activities such as
meals and walks. “What do you smell?
How does it taste? How does it feel?”
Related vocabulary can be embedded as
well. “Is it sweet or sour? Is it smooth
or rough?” “Is it loud?”
The five senses were presented within a
winter theme. A variety of texts that
are set during cold weather enhanced
our study, such as, The Mitten and The
Hat by Jan Brett, The Snowy Day by
Ezra Jack Keats and The Missing
Mitten Mystery by Steven Kellogg. The

texts provided rich, “sensory” vocabulary such as, prickly, glinty,
silhouetted, enormous, cackle, and
woolen to name a few. These winter
themed stories enabled students to
build on their understandings of snow,
cold, winter clothing and activities.
Using puppets, props and pictures,
students were given the opportunity to
retell the familiar stories. Retelling a
story develops a child’s comprehension
skills, ability to make inferences and
understanding of story structure.
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Acknowledging Traditions
As you may have noticed, the classrooms
at Wintonbury acknowledge holidays in a
different way than one may typically
expect. Just as we value the daily
experiences we share with young children,
we also want to be thoughtful in how we
approach discussing and “celebrating”
special days throughout the year.
Holidays, especially those that are
associated with candy, costumes, cards,
toys and let’s face it . . . an abundance of
sugar, tend to excite young children and
oftentimes the message of the holiday
gets lost somewhere in the trail of tissue
paper and candy wrappers. On the other
hand, we also need to acknowledge that
not all families celebrate the same
holidays and some don’t celebrate at all.
With that said, we also feel a need to
honor children’s interests and these
special days prove to be of high interest to
our young students. So now what? We do
our best not to let holidays encompass
our curriculum, but we do want to honor
traditions and sentiments that are
important to our community. For example,
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner.
We don’t want to encourage children
gorging on candy or even a preschool

romance, however we do want to
encourage friendship and acts of
kindness among children.
Teachers have found many creative ways
to encourage children to think and act
upon their ideas of friendship, love and
community. Each classroom honors the
Valentine’s Day tradition in its own way;
parents can check in with their teachers to
see how the class is acknowledging the
day. Walking through the building you may
see a class in the children’s kitchen putting
together a “friendship fruit salad” with
contributions from each child. You could
peek into a classroom and see
teachers helping children make homemade
cards with messages written by children
(what a meaningful way to practice writing!)
or you may find yourself reading a wall full
of love stories dictated by children and
scribed by teachers about the people they
love the most.
So as we approach this Valentine’s Day,
join us in acknowledging kindness and love
of family and friends. If sharing a card with
friends is something you choose to do, I
encourage you to work alongside your
child. It is a great opportunity to practice
writing, recognize letters in his/her name,

as well as letters in their friends’ names.
Finally, an act of kindness towards your
teachers—please keep the sweets at
home!
-Irene Garneau
Instructional Coach

A handprint painting created by
Room 106 after participating in
the MLK Day celebration with
Mrs. Eells.

Let’s Talk!
It Makes a Difference!
Parent/Child Workshop
February 12, 2015 Held at the Blue Hills Fire House!
6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.
Join us for a bite to eat and an interactive workshop on
promoting your child’s vocabulary and early literacy skills!
Limited Space—R.S.V.P. required
Irene Garneau igarneau@blmfld.org

