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Acknowledging Traditions
This article appears each February in
the Peeper as a reminder to our
community of how we honor
traditions in developmentally
appropriate ways and invite you to
share your special traditions with your
child’s class.

As you may have noticed the classrooms
at Wintonbury acknowledge holidays in a
different way than one may typically
expect. Just as we value the daily
experiences we share with young children
we also want to be thoughtful in how we
approach discussing and “celebrating”
special days throughout the year.
Holidays, especially those that are
associated with candy, costumes, cards,
toys and let’s face it . . . an abundance of
sugar, tend to excite young children and
often times the message of the holiday
gets lost somewhere in the trail of tissue
paper and candy wrappers. On the other
hand, we also need to acknowledge that
not all families celebrate the same
holidays and some don’t celebrate at all.
With that said, we also feel a need to
honor children’s interests and these
special days prove to be of high interest to
our young students. So now what? We do
our best not to let holidays encompass
our curriculum but we do want to honor
traditions and sentiments that are
important to our community. For example,
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner.
We don’t want to encourage children
gorging on candy or even a preschool
romance, however we do want to

Important Dates

encourage friendship and acts of
kindness among children.

February 6

PTO Meeting
6:00 p.m.

Teachers have found many creative ways
to encourage children to think and act
upon their ideas of friendship, love and
community. Each classroom honors the
Valentine’s Day tradition in it’s own way;
parents can check in with their teachers
to see how the class is acknowledging the
day. Walking through the building you
may see a class in the children’s kitchen
putting together a “friendship fruit salad”
with contributions from each child. You
could peek into a classroom and see
teachers helping children make homemade
cards with messages written by children
(what a meaningful way to practice writing!)
or you may find yourself reading a wall full
of love stories dictated by children and
scribed by teachers about the people they
love the most.

February 7

2nd Cup of Coffee
9:10 a.m. in the lobby

February 17

President’s Day
NO SCHOOL

March 7

SAVE THE DATE
Black History Month
Celebration

of family and friends. If sharing a card with
friends is something you choose to do, I
encourage you to work alongside your
child. It is a great opportunity to practice
writing, recognize letters in his/her name,
as well as letters in their friends’ names.
Finally, an act of kindness towards your
teachers—please keep the sweets at home!

-Irene Garneau
So as we approach this Valentine’s Day,
join us in acknowledging kindness and love Instructional Coach

Kindergarten
students in Room
203 write and
draw in their
daily journals.

Auerfarm
Families who are new to Wintonbury, may
not know that many of the alpacas
residing at the Auerfarm are sponsored
by the Wintonbury PTO. After observing
how her own children responded to these
gentle animals, teacher, Rebecca Cole
suggested the idea of bringing alpacas to
the farm . Wintonbury students played a
key role in naming the original six alpaca
(they now have ten!), one being “Winton”
after our school. Wintonbury students
see the small herd of alpacas on a
regular basis. In February they will get the
chance to see these beautiful animals up
close and personal. They will be
introduced to Winton, learn how to brush

and care for him, as well as learn about
parts of his body such as his flanks and
hooves. In addition to meeting Winton,
children will spend time learning about
what we can do with alpaca fur. They will
wash and card the fleece. They will spin
and twist the fur to make it strong, then
use it to make bracelets. They will also
practice weaving on a loom. Children will
experience the full cycle from seeing the
fur on the animal to weaving “cloth”.
New vocabulary words include: alpaca,
fleece, cria (a baby alpaca), carding, yarn,
weave, loom, hoof, flank and herd.

PTO

A Friendly Reminder

5th Annual PJ Literacy Night!
February 27th is the date! The doors
are decorated for the scavenger hunt,
books are ready to be read and
hopefully the weather will cooperate!
Please join us at 6:00 p.m. for a snack
and some family fun at Wintonbury!
The next PTO meeting will be held on
March 6, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. Childcare
provided.
A preschooler in Room 201 votes on
which book she wants to use in the
Literacy Night Scavenger Hunt.

Nurse’s News
Nutrition Nuggets
Did you know that breakfast is the
most important meal of your
child’s day? It provides the
nutrients and energy he/she
needs to concentrate in school.
Research even shows that
children who eat breakfast get
better grades, pay more attention
in class, and behave better. Help
your youngster begin his/her day
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Children in Room 101 observe ducks
and the tracks they left in the mud
one rainy day at the farm.

Please be respectful of the
VAN/CAR POOL only
parking spots. We have a
number of families who opt
to car pool and these spots
are reserved so the adult
can safely and more easily
transition multiple young
children from their vehicle
to the school building.
Thanks in advance for your
help!

Alea Anderson
on the right foot.
Set the alarm to allow 10-15
unhurried minutes for breakfast.
Suggest several healthy breakfast
items, and let your child choose.
TIP: If your youngster doesn’t like
to make decisions first thing in the
morning, give him/her breakfast
choices the night before.

meat) and carbohydrates (wholegrain cereal, fruit, or whole-wheat
bread). The carbohydrates boost
energy and help your child jumpstart his/her day, while the protein
keeps his/her body going strong
until lunchtime.

Give your child a mix of protein
(such as milk, eggs, cheese, or
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Pre-K Curriculum Corner– Discovery Area

Irene Garneau, Instructional Coach

Young children have many questions
about the world around them. They ask:
“Where did the puddle go?”, “What do
worms eat?”, How can I make my truck
go faster?”, “Do fish sleep?”

information, construct an explanation,
and communicate findings. They also
learn important concepts in science as
they study plants, animals, magnets,
properties of materials, light, shadows,
how things work, rainbows, our body,
our senses, how things move and
change, and more. In addition to
learning science content, they learn
how to solve problems together and how
to communicate with others.

habit of wondering out loud, i.e. “I
wonder why sometimes your shadow is
big and sometimes it is small?” The
kinds of questions you ask and
statements you make when your child
is exploring will help develop his
scientific thinking skills . . .

What Can You Do at Home?

And remember, you don’t need to know
all the answers—you can discover them
together!!
Creative Curriculum©

In preschool classrooms, the Discovery
Area is a place where children can
explore and investigate to answer their
questions. They observe, experiment,
measure, solve problems, take things
apart, and explore the materials and
living things we put out. They guess
what will happen as a result.
In the Discovery Area children do what
scientists do—ask questions, plan and
conduct investigations, gather

Science is all around us—from making
bubbles in the bathtub to boiling water
on the stove. Your enthusiasm about
science will be contagious. Get in the

“What do you think will happen if . . .”
“I wonder why . . .”
“How do you think we can find out?”

Bus Transportation for Partner Districts
There was some confusion recently regarding transportation when some
of our partner districts were closed for weather and Wintonbury was
open . For example if Hartford Public Schools are closed and Bloomfield
Schools are open but delayed, there will be no buses from Hartford.
Please note that in accordance with the CREC transportation policy:
“If your school is open but your home town is closed,
transportation will not be provided from your town. You may drive
your child to school that day but you must also make arrangements
for them to get home as transportation will not be provided.”

Children in Room 302 listen attentively to dental
hygienist, Claudia Goodman and her helper
Henrietta the Horse. She visited each classroom
in January to teach children about good dental
health, and eating healthy foods!

Kindergarten Happenings Reading to your child is one of the best
ways to ‘grow a reader’! Try to read
together every day. Here are some
suggestions to foster a relaxed reading
time interspersed with some questions
that will enhance their comprehension.
Before you read: Look for books your
child enjoys. Does your child like
fiction or nonfiction? Take a trip to your
local library and check out the variety.
Let your child choose a book with some
guidance from you.
During reading: Look for a comfortable
spot to sit and read together. Spend a
few minutes talking about the title of the
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Also if your town or Wintonbury has a delay, the bus will run on the
delayed schedule. If your home town delay is longer than ours the bus
will follow the later delay.
If you live in a partner district (not Bloomfield) and
have questions you can email them to
transportation@crec.org.

Sarah Leibert, Curriculum Specialist

book and the illustrations on the cover
and what the book may be about before
you start reading. Look at the
illustrations on the first few pages and
ask questions like “What do you think
this book will be about?” or “What do you
think might happen in this book?” This
will assist your child in thinking about
the story and will set a purpose for their
reading. Then, read to find out if the
predictions were correct! Point to the
words as you read and talk about what is
happening as you read. Ask your child:
“What will happen next?” and “What
makes you say that?” while you read. To

make it even more enjoyable change
your voice as you read to be more like
the characters in the book.
After reading: Before your child leaves
your comfortable spot ask a few more
questions like: “What was your favorite
part of the book?”; “Why was it your
favorite?”; “Who was your favorite character?” ; “What makes you say that? or
“If you could be a character in the story,
which one would you be?” ; “Why did
you choose that character?”
Try to make it an enjoyable experience
for the both of you. We want to develop
a love of reading at an early age.
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The Power of Play We know young children learn best in the context of relationships. Sometimes those
relationships are with adults and often times those relationships are with peers. Intentionally planned and well supported play-based
experiences engage young children in powerful learning experiences.

Creative Curriculum® objectives will assure that young
children will:
Participate cooperatively and constructively in group
situations
Uses scientific inquiry skills
Shows curiosity and motivation
Demonstrate knowledge of the physical properties of
objects and materials
Children in Room 302 investigate properties of rocks
and water. They make predictions, experiment and
engage in conversations about their discoveries.

Creative Curriculum® objectives will assure that young
children will:
Participate cooperatively and constructively in group
situations
Explore and describe spatial relationships and shapes
Demonstrate positive approaches to learning
Use classification skills

Children in Room 301 explore shapes, color and
light using an overhead projector and
magna-tiles.

Creative Curriculum® objectives will assure
that young children will:
Participate cooperatively and
constructively in group situations
Explore and describe spatial
relationships and shapes
Use appropriate conversational and other
communication skills
Sustain attention to a task

Children in Room 201 work cooperatively to build
a structure in the block area.

