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Important Dates

Celebrations vs. Graduations
Graduation: the ceremony of
conferring degrees or diplomas, as
at a college or high school.

comes from within – the reward for a
job well done is to feel good about
doing a good job.

Celebration: to rejoice in or have
special festivities to mark a happy
day, event, etc.; to praise or publicly
proclaim.

We believe that finishing
kindergarten is a great
accomplishment. It is something to be
celebrated. But by definition we can’t
call the end of kindergarten a
graduation, there is no degree
conferred or diploma handed out, our
students have not finished their
formal schooling. In fact, they have
only just begun. We are proud of all
our students, including
kindergarteners. This is why we
encourage a celebration at the end of
each year – a special party or event to
mark a happy day.

Spring has finally sprung and
June is right around the corner.
Each year around this time we
entertain questions about what our
school does in terms of a
kindergarten graduation. We’d like
to respond by saying we have
celebrations, not graduations.
Families choose Wintonbury
because of many reasons, one of
them being our developmentally
appropriate approach to working
with young children. We hold on
tight to what we understand is
best practice. Sometimes that isn’t
always popular, or what your
neighbor’s school is doing, or what
we as parents experienced in our
own childhoods.
Nevertheless, we spend our days
here living out what we know to be
best practices in early childhood
education. Adults acknowledge
children’s accomplishments, but
we caution against over praising
which often results in teaching
children to become dependent on
external motivators. When
overused, a compliment loses value
and the reward is diminished. Our
goal is for motivation to become
intrinsic, allowing children to
develop a sense of self worth that

There will be special parties in preschool and kindergarten for your child
and family to celebrate the end of the
school year. You may choose to
continue that celebration with a
special family dinner or trip to the ice
cream shop. We are so grateful to all
our families for sharing their
children and themselves with us each
day.

May 2-6

Teacher Appreciation
Week

May 4

Annual Hop-a-Thon for
MD and ACES Day

May 5

Early Dismissal 1:00 p.m.
Professional Development

May 5

PTO Meeting
6:00 p.m. Childcare provided

May 9

PIG OUT on Reading
6 p.m.

May 19

2nd Cup of Coffee
9:00 a.m.

May 30

Memorial Day
NO SCHOOL

June 5

Wintonbury Family Night at
the Hartford Yardgoats
Baseball: More info to come!

June 11

End of Year Farm Party!
3:00-5:30 p.m.
(Rain date June 12)

June 16

Last Day of School
Early Dismissal 1:00 p.m.
No School Lunch

Irene Garneau
Early Childhood
Instructional Coach

Preschoolers in Room 202 “Get Cooking” with
Rita Neal from Growing Great Schools.
Wintonbury teacher, Mary Munson invited
GGS to come to Wintonbury and provide a
cooking experience for every class! Each
student had the opportunity to measure, mix
and eat delicious sweet potato waffles.

News from the Auerfarm
Spring is an exciting time on the
farm. Wintonbury students are
planting seeds, learning about
pollinators and meeting baby
animals! Children are very
interested in the ducklings that
currently live in the classrooms!
They also used a candler (a
special light) to see inside
unhatched eggs.
Recently the Auerfarm
welcomed three new calves to

the farm which is also a highlight
during their visits.
Each year the farm provides
Wintonbury with an animal
naming opportunity. This year we
will be naming six ducks in our
“Bucks for Ducks” campaign. Each
classroom will choose a name and
children and families can vote
with pennies (each cent is a vote)
with the top six names going to
the farm. In this—well, let’s call it

“interesting”, political season it
will be fun to see how the
children campaign for their
names. In past years we’ve seen
campaign posters, stickers and
slogans throughout the school. It
always turns out to be a
meaningful lesson in democracy.
See below for some photos from
the farm!

Try-Day—Fridays!
Try-days in May will be Cauliflower
and Blackberries and Raspberries .

Above right, two ducklings
check out some preschoolers
from Room 106. Left top, the
new cows! Left bottom, children
in Room 201 use the candler
tool to see inside the eggs.
Below, a preschooler from
Room 201 gently pets a new
duckling.

ANNUAL WINTONBURY
END OF YEAR FARM PARTY!
Saturday, June 11th
3:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m.
(Rain date, Sunday, June 12)
Hay rides, live music, snacks,
scavenger hunts, animals and more!
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Young Mystery Readers
Guest readers, especially mystery
readers are always welcomed at
Wintonbury. Occasionally we host
very special guest readers who are
also new readers!
In April Room 203 enjoyed a story
read by Emily’s big brother, he is
currently a kindergartener at Duffy
School in West Hartford. He read Dr.
Seuss’ Put Me in the Zoo.
Sezja, a first grader at Laurel School
and an esteemed alumnae of
Wintonbury, returned to read No
David for her old class (and her
cousin’s current class) Room 306.

Upcoming PTO Events~
May 9
Join Wintonbury families for a fun filled
evening with Farmer Minor and his
famous pig Daisy. You may even see the
principal kiss a pig!!
May 11
The Jitterbugs will perform for each
class during the school day.
May 25 & 26
The Hartford Symphony Orchestra’s
Instrument Petting Zoo will be at
Wintonbury! Children will have handson experiences with a variety of
instruments.
June 5
Family Night at the Hartford Yard
Goats. Ticket information will be sent
home via your child’s backpack soon!

May 4 is a Day on the Move!
Each year the
Wintonbury community
participates in a Hop-athon to support the
Muscular Dystrophy
Association in memory
of former student,
Alexander Trim. This
day is special for our
staff as we remember a
vibrant, funny and
loved member of our
Wintonbury family. We
have found over the
years that this event
touches many
Wintonbury families.
This year, in
collaboration with the
PTO we are hosting the
Hop-a-thon on May 4th
in conjunction with
ACES day, All Children
Exercise
Simultaneously!
Each May, on a
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designated date and
time, millions of school
children all over the
globe will exercise
simultaneously in a
symbolic gesture of
fitness and unity. This
non-competitive
program has proven to
be educational,
motivational, and fun.
When Len Saunders
created Project ACES
back in 1989, he had no
idea that it would reach
the magnitude and
success of today.
Starting its 28th year,
Project ACES has
reached millions of
children, parents and
teachers all over the
world, including
participants from over
50 countries.
-ACES website

Each student will
receive information and
an envelope to
return if you would like
to make a small
donation to the
Muscular Dystrophy
Association,
“sponsoring” your
child’s participation.
Regardless of donation,
all children will be
invited to join in the

fun of a school wide
hopping event. If you
would like to hop with
us, please join your
child’s class on
Wednesday, May 4th at
10:00 a.m. All are
welcome!

SPROUTS
There is still availability for the Auerfarm’s SPROUTS
program. Children entering PreK/K in the fall are
eligible. There are 2—one week programs from 9:00
a.m.—11:30 a.m. Children will explore the farm, take
hayrides, visit the animals, play games, make healthy
snacks and more. For more information, please contact
Mark DiBella at 860-242-7144 x110 or visit
www.auerfarm.org.
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1st Annual Wintonbury Family Math Night!

