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Celebrations vs. Graduations
the reward for a job well done is to feel
Graduation: the ceremony of
conferring degrees or diplomas, as at good about doing a good job.
a college or high school.
We believe that finishing prekindergarten is a great accomplishCelebration: to rejoice in or have
ment. It is something to be celebrated.
special festivities to mark a happy
day, event, etc.; to praise or publicly But by definition we can’t call the end
of pre-kindergarten a graduation,
proclaim.
there is no degree conferred or diploma handed out, our students have not
Spring has finally sprung and June is finished their formal schooling. In fact,
almost here. Each year around this
they have only just begun. We are
time we entertain questions about
proud of all our students. This is why
what our school does in terms of a
we encourage a celebration at the
graduation. We’d like to respond by
end of each year – a special party or
saying we have celebrations, not grad- event to mark a happy day.
uations.
There will be special parties in preFamilies choose Wintonbury because
kindergarten for your child and family
of many reasons, one of them being
to celebrate the end of the school year.
our developmentally appropriate apYou may choose to continue that celeproach to working with young chilbration with a special family dinner or
dren. We hold on tight to what we un- trip to the ice cream shop. We are so
derstand is best practice. Sometimes
grateful to all our families for sharing
that isn’t always popular, or what your their children and themselves with us
neighbor’s school is doing, or what we each day.
as parents experienced in our own
childhoods.

Important Dates
May 23rd Family Art Night
(5:30-7:00 PM)
May 27th Memorial Day
NO SCHOOL
June 4th PTO Meeting, 6-7 PM
June 5th Volunteer Celebration
(Cafeteria 9-10 AM)
June 6th Second Cup of Coffee, 9AM
with “CPS Coffee Talk”
June 8th Auerfarm Family Picnic
(Rain Date, June 9th)
June 13thLast Day of School

Nevertheless, we spend our days here
living out what we know to be best
practices in early childhood education.
Adults acknowledge children’s accomplishments, but we caution against
over praising which often results in
teaching children to become dependent
on external motivators. When overused, a compliment loses value and
the reward is diminished. Our goal is
for motivation to become intrinsic, al- (below) 205 and 206 students hosted an art show
lowing children to develop a sense of
on May 17th showcasing a variety of art forms
and student created art!
self worth that comes from within –

Earth Day

Soil

Seed

Water

In honor of Earth Day each student at Wintonbury planted a seed. The front lobby was set up in three stations:
scoop the soil, plant a seed, water the seed (classrooms pictured left to right 305, 205, 205).

SPROUTS
Auerfarm Summer Camp

Students in room
202 gather around
the table to observe
a giant worm they
found outside.

There is still availability for the Auerfarm’s SPROUTS program. Children entering PreK/K in the fall are eligible. There
are 4—one week programs from 9:00 a.m.—1:00 a.m. Children
will explore the farm, take hayrides, visit the animals, play
games, make healthy snacks and more.
Limited scholarships available– mention that you are a Wintonbury student.
For more information, please contact
Mark DiBella at 860-242-7144 x110 or
visit www.auerfarm.org.

Summer Extension Registration
The Summer Extension Program is a seven week program that is created and designed as a hands-on enrichment program for Preschool and entering Kindergarten age children. The students engage in exploratory activities which promote positive learning experiences. Any child that attended Wintonbury during the 2018-2019
school year may attend Summer Extension.
Parents can choose any or all of the eight weeks. Options include three, four or five
days. You may also choose from a part day option (9am-2:30pm) or full day option
(7:30am-5:45pm).
If you are interested in learning more, please contact Kristine Johnson at kjohnson@blmfld.org . Information packets are also available from Mrs. Robbin at the front
reception desk.
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Math Night
On April 25th, Wintonbury families
enjoyed a wonderful night of math.
Many areas of the school were transformed into spaces for math exploration. Each space represented mathematical concepts. Families were
guided by a map throughout the
school. In POD 1 families interacted
with numbers and shapes. In POD 2
families interacted with measuring
activities. In POD 3 families interacted with math through writing and
drawing experiences. In the MPR
families played games that supported mathematical thinking such as
“BINGO -ZINGO” and “Shape BINGO.” Finally, down the hallway was
a giant math board game. Thank you
for joining us for a night of math fun!

Wintonbury’s PODCAST—

“The Peep” Meaningful Minutes with the Wintonbury Community

NEW EPISODES
Literacy at the Grocery Store
Math at the Grocery Store
Collaborative Proactive Solutions: Part 1
Collaborative Proactive Solutions: Part 2
Coming Soon- Collaborative Proactive Solutions: Part 3
LISTEN NOW (simultaneously hold down the Ctrl and Alt buttons and use the
mouse to click on this link): http://www.wec.bloomfieldschools.org/parent_resources/__the_peep__podcast
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Enjoying the Outdoor Learning Area

(A student in room 203)

(A student in room 201)

(A student in room 201)

It’s Tick Season!
It’s that time of year again where you may encounter
ticks. Here is some information to make dealing with
them a bit easier.
Before You Go Outdoors

How to remove a tick


Use fine-tipped tweezers to grasp the tick as close to
the skin's surface as possible.



Pull upward with steady, even pressure. Don't twist
or jerk the tick; this can cause the mouth-parts to
break off and remain in the skin. If this happens,
remove the mouth-parts with tweezers. If you are
unable to remove the mouth easily with clean tweezers, leave it alone and let the skin heal.



After removing the tick, thoroughly clean the bite
area and your hands with rubbing alcohol, an iodine
scrub, or soap and water.



Dispose of a live tick by submersing it in alcohol,
placing it in a sealed bag/container, wrapping it
tightly in tape, or flushing it down the toilet. Never
crush a tick with your fingers.

Know where to expect ticks- moist and humid environments, particularly in or near wooded or grassy
areas. Always walk in the center of trails in order to
avoid contact with ticks.
After You Come Indoors


Check your clothing for ticks.



Shower soon after being outdoors.



Check your body for ticks after being outdoors.



Check these parts of your body and your child's
body for ticks: Under the arms, in and around the
ears, inside belly button, back of the knees, in and
around the hair, between the legs, and around the
waist.
The sizes of the
three stages of
a deer tick
(compared to
the eye of a
needle).

