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Second Step at Wintonbury
All classroom teachers at
Wintonbury utilize the
Second Step curriculum to
teach and practice the
development of social
skills. The Second Step
early learning program is
a scientifically research
based curriculum which
promotes:




Success in the early
learning classroom
School readiness
Social and life success

The curriculum includes
28 weeks of lessons which
are broken up into 5 units
of study. The program
includes use of stories,
songs, puppets and
picture cards which depict
social situations. The
program teaches children
skills that strengthen
their ability to learn,
develop empathy, manage
emotions, make friends
and solve problems.
Skills for learning include
building children’s ability
to manage their thoughts,
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emotions, and behaviors
(also referred to as selfregulation). Children with
high levels of empathy tend
to make better progress in
school and be less
aggressive, better liked and
socially skilled. Children
learn strategies to recognize
and cope with strong
emotions. These skills
promote friendship and
problem solving.
To improve children’s
listening comprehension, the
teachers present Brain
Builder Games. Here is a
game you can try at home.
Remind your child that eyes
are watching and ears are
listening. ”Clap- down, Snap
- up” Game: Rule #1: When
you hear me clap, sit down.
Rule # 2: When you hear me
snap, jump up. Model both
expectations for your child.
Practice this game for a few
minutes at a time. This
game will increase attention
while developing working
memory and self- control.

Important Dates
March 3

PTO Meeting
6:00 p.m. Childcare

March 10

2nd Cup of Coffee
9:00 a.m.

March 10

Let’s Talk! Interactive
Reading Parent/Child
Workshop
Conferences
Early Dismissal
1:00 p.m.

March 22-24

March 23-24

Scholastic Book Fair

March 25

Good Friday
NO SCHOOL

A preschooler in Room 202 documents his
observations during an orange experiment.

News from the Auerfarm
During the February/March rotation at
the Auerfarm children learn about the
process of making maple syrup.
Each class visits the maple grove
and hears the story of how the Native
Americans discovered maple syrup.
The class learns about tools that are
unique to the tapping process such
as a spile, drill, hammer, and bucket.
If the sap is running they are invited
to try a taste. (It does not taste like
syrup!) A short walk away children
are introduced to the sugar shack
where they are able to observe a
working evaporator. The lesson

culminates with making and eating
pancakes topped with, of course,
maple syrup!
New vocabulary words include:
maple tree, spile, drill, sap,
evaporator, sugar shack, cupola,
hatchet, fire box, steam, and gallon.

Children in Room 303 used their
engineering skills to create a system of
bridges on the courtyard. They also
practice gross motor skills like balancing
while they test out the bridges.

Try Day—
Friday!

Calling All Quilters!

In March children will
try Honey Dew Melon.

Our friends at the Auerfarm are looking for volunteers
who would be interested in creating quilts to hang in
the preschool classrooms. These
authentic pieces of folk art will help
absorb sound in the new rooms as
well as beautify the space.
If you are interested please contact
Irene Garneau at
igarneau@blmfld.org.

Nurse’s News
An Important
Reminder to all
parents from the
School Nurse:
All children in preschool
must have a physical once a
year. If your child had a
physical in December 2015 ,
January or February2016,
please remember to send
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the original yellow/blue
copy to school via your
child’s back pack.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Nurse Ashley

Scholastic Book Fair
Come and shop during conference
week! You will find exciting new
books at reasonable prices at the
Scholastic Book Fair. Look for us in
the Main Lobby.
Hours will be posted around the school and
on the school website soon.
PTO is looking for parent
volunteers to assist with the
book fair. If interested please
contact them at Wintonbury_pto@yahoo.com
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Pre-K Curriculum Corner

adapted from The Creative Curriculum ™

Art is an important part of our
curriculum. Every day, children
find a variety of art materials
available on the shelves in their
classroom. Drawing, painting,
pasting, molding and constructing
are not only enjoyable but also
provide important opportunities for
learning. Children express original
ideas and feelings, improve their
coordination, learn to recognize
colors and textures, and develop
creativity and pride in their
accomplishments by exploring and
using art materials.

When children are engaged in art
activities, teachers talk with them
about what they are doing and ask
questions that encourage them to
think about their ideas and express
feelings. We are just as interested
in the creative process as we are in
what children make. Teachers say
things that will encourage children
to be creative and confident, such
as: “Tell me about your picture”
instead of “Is that a house you
made?” or “It looks like the play
dough is sticking to your fingers.
What could we do to make it less

sticky?”
What You Can Do at Home
Children love to bring their art
home to share with family. Take
time to talk to your child; here are
some things you might say:
“Tell me about your picture”
“How did you decide what colors to
use?” “What do you like best about
it?” “Let’s hang it up for everyone to
enjoy!” -Creative Curriculum©

Let’s taLk! It Makes a DIfference!
BLUE HILLS FIRE HOUSE, 1021 Blue hills ave
Thursday, march 10 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Let’s Talk! is an interactive parent/child workshop. While children
take a tour of the Blue Hills Fire House parents participate in a 20
minute mini-lesson about how to make the most out of your read
together time at home.
When the children return, parents and children practice new
learning together. A light dinner will be available and each child will
go home with a new, free book!
R.S.V.P. to Irene Garneau at igarneau@blmfld.org

Kindergarten News
Kindergarten students
are learning about
biographies. During this
unit of study,
kindergarteners will
come to understand
what a biography is in a
variety of ways.
Teachers expose
children to the
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biography genre by
reading biographies of
famous people, such as
Martin Luther King,
Jr., Rosa Parks,
Abraham Lincoln, and
Jackie Robinson.

writing about their
findings, using
questions such as: what
is your birthday, how
old are you, where do
you live, what do you
like to do and what is
your favorite food?

kindergarteners will
be a biography
research report about
a famous American.
Each student will
present their work to
the entire class!

Children will author a
biography by
The culminating
interviewing a peer and experience for

Page 3

A grow lab moved into Room 202 where
preschoolers care for spinach, zucchini
and red peppers as they sprout right in

Preschoolers in Room 106
explore the qualities of gak.

Children in Room 204 practiced the ancient art of
paper cutting as they learned about the Chinese
New Year.

the classroom.

Kindergarten students in
Room 105 draw and write in
their journals.

Caught in the Act . . . Of Kindness!

Below, Edith in Room 101 helps
Tiewray on the balance beam.

Room 204’s Quinn helped Finnan put a boot
back during outside learning time.

Malachi helps Hayden sweep the
moon sand off his clothes in Room
203.

Room 106: Caden comforted a friend
who was sad waking up from nap.

Maniyah helps Chelsea zip up
her snow pants in Room 101.

