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Important Dates

Kindness Day 2019
chased, baked, and
delivered by volunteers; baskets or packages are put together
from the donations;
and children eagerly
hand make gifts for
other preschool classrooms in the building.
Each year the day
Children in room 203 present room 105 with a
grows in strength and
hand made song book sharing room 203’s favorite
power! This year acts
songs and even teaches them a few!
of kindness were delivered
around
our school and local
Kindness Day is a tradition here at
community, AuerFarm, the BloomWintonbury Early Childhood Magfield Board of Education, Connectinet School. It is a day where the
school community comes together to cut Children’s Medical Center, and
participate in acts of kindness aimed local road workers were a few people
and places that received donations–
at making people feel wanted, welall of which were delivered by teachcomed, appreciated, noticed, and
ers and/or parents of the Wintonhappy (to name a few)!
bury Early Childhood Magnet
For weeks leading up to the event
School.
the children, staff and community of
Wintonbury prepare: goods are pur- Kindness Day eventually ends but
the act and desire to give and receive kindness carries on. Helping
to facilitate kindness beyond a day is
an important task for us all! For
young children (and really for all of
us) kindness is rooted in empathy,
the ability to understand and share
the feelings or perspective of another.
Room 106

(article continued on page 4)

February 13th 2nd Cup of Coffee
(lobby 8:50 am—9:20 pm)
February 17th NO SCHOOL
Presidents Day
February 18th NO SCHOOL
Teacher Professional Development
February 20th Family Math Night
(6:00 pm—7:30 pm)
March 2nd—6th Read Across America Spirit Week
March 3rd PTO Meeting (6:00 pm—
7:00 pm)
March 18, 19, 20 EARLY DISMISSAL (1:00pm) for conferences

LENDING LIBRARY
Interested in giving your child
access to a variety of books and
toys at home, without having to
buy them? The Wintonbury
Lending Library is now open!
Located in room 100, open between
8:50-9:05am, and 2:30-2:45pm daily

Click here to read more

PTO News


Family Math Night!

Save the date: February 20th from
6:00 pm—7:30 pm.
The PTO will be serving pizza, fruit,
and vegetables.


End of the Year Family
Celebration at Auerfarm!

Save the date: June 5th from 5:00
pm — 7:00 pm (rain date June 6th
from 5:00 pm — 7:00 pm).

We need your help please!
Contact the PTO at Wintonbury PTO
<wintonburypto@gmail.com>



The Munson’s Fundraiser



Wintonbury Tee- Shirt Sale



Yard Goats Fundraiser



Join us for a 2nd

Committee Member Needed for:
(Administrators and Teachers
Appreciation Weeks)

Cup of Coffee



Three Parent Representatives
(responsible for distributing information to your assigned POD
and assuming a Vice President
role on the PTO for 2020-2021)

8:50 a.m.—9:20 a.m.

Wintonbury Lobby
Thursday, February 13th
Stop by to meet other parents, staff,
and chat about Math at Home!

Arts to Remember Fundraiser:

Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
Messages of Kindness & Peace

Room 303

Mural made by rooms 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206

Room 303

Even though we are all
different on the outside
we are the same on the
inside! Classroom celebrated Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s messages of
kindness and peace!

Book Corner: What We’re Reading at Wintonbury
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Pre-K Curriculum Corner— The Art Center
Room 305

In the photo above, students in room 305
work in the art center to make their ideas come alive! While they each have the
same materials to work with their art is
completely unique!

student adds details
(intentional straight lines
varying in length and delicately placed small dots) to
the circles that he stamped
on the paper using a dot
marker.
As they work they talk: “I
know how to spell stop,
o,t,p!” Next thing you know
two students and the classroom’s Instructional Assistant are investigating the
word stop and discussing
how to draw a stop sign. A
student comments: “It has 6
sides, 1..2..3..4..5..6!” and
“You have to draw a rhombus first.” There is more
talk about a rainbow butterfly and noticing the length of drawn lines.

Room 306

Room 202

The beauty of this is that each student
diligently works to complete their idea.
As they work with the materials they
One student makes a sunset and uses
harness their interests, apply their
sounds to write. Another student makes
knowledge, and explore new curiosities.
a few images using drawing, glue and cut
Art naturally lends it self to this kind of
paper. Yet another student draws and
work especially when the focus is on the
writes in her journal and beside her a
process and not the product.

A very BIG thank you goes to the O’Grady Family, from room 102! They have been supplementing our Friday Try Day menu with farm fresh
fruits and vegetables. Kohlrabi, a vegetable, is
seen in the photo to the right.
THANK YOU, O’GRADY FAMILY!!!

Room 204
(Above) Room 204 explore tracks
back at school after their farm trip.
They use a field guide, brown
playdough, and wooden animals.
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Room 105

(Left) Room 105 students use
language from the book to retell
the story “Going on a Bear
Hunt” in the sensory table.
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Emphasizing kindness:

The social-emotional skills of empathy and kindness will only benefit our young children as they grow.



Point out, encourage, and support pro-social behavior among
siblings, friends ,and adults.

At Wintonbury, there are many
ways that we teach and focus on
social-emotional development including our annual Kindness Day.
Daily, we foster positive social interactions during play and support
problem solving; we explicitly teach
feelings and use positive language;
we model appropriate pro-social
adult interactions and support appropriate pro-social peer interactions; and we use the Second Step
Curriculum for
early childhood. Kindness
(and the development of empathy) is
taught and
developed at
home as much



Write or participate in writing
thank you cards.



Make a card instead of buying
one.



Participate in help around the
house (setting the table, helping with laundry, cooking,
sweeping).



Encourage your child to find
something they like or find interesting in all people especially those different than them
(avoid dismissing others).



Say “hi” to someone.



Encourage inclusion of others
by offering suggestion on how
to play together. Better yet, ask
your child how they can work
others into their play.
 Encourage your child to
reach out to other kids on the
playground who do not have a
playmate.

A family from room 103 heading out to
deliver a kindness package

 Encourage empathy by
noticing others, how they feel
and supporting how to understand their perspective.


as it is at school. For ways to emphasize kindness and foster empathy keep reading– acknowledge
yourself, you do some of this already!
Written by Instructional Coach,
Samantha Straker

All of POD 2 dancing together



Read books about feelings and
kindness.



Acknowledge and give feedback when your child is kind
by saying statements such as:
“I noticed how you _____.
When you _____it made him/
her feel _____. That friend
smiled when you _____.”



Ask you child “What did you
do that was kind today?” or
“How was someone kind to
you today?”



Model
kindness.



Model
empathy.

Smile at others.



Encourage and support your child to really listen.



Talk about feelings
(in your child and others). Point out how
feelings are connected
to actions.

Gift making, room 205

Room 304 getting ready to give their gifts

