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Kindness and Positive School Climate
As you may be aware, Dr.
Thompson, Superintendent of
Bloomfield Public Schools, has
aligned all educational practices
under four accountability areas in
the district. Although Wintonbury
is focusing on all four areas
(Holistic Accountability, Rigorous
Curriculum and Instruction, Positive
School Climate, Parent and
Community Engagement), the
school’s particular focus this year is
on Kindness and a Positive School
Climate.
On the Parent Survey last year 99%
to 100% of parents rated
Wintonbury positively across most
of the areas on the climate survey.
However, only 91% of parents
responded favorably to the item
“Mean spirited behavior is a “not”
a problem at this school."
When looking at the data, the
teachers and I took this feedback
very seriously and we brainstormed
ways that we can make a difference
at Wintonbury this year for our
students and families. To ensure
that teamwork, collaboration, and
kindness are emphasized this year,
the staff has many educational
formats they are now putting into
place:
School wide Second Step
Curriculum Implementation
Second Step is a commercial
curriculum designed by age level as
an instructional tool to teach social
skills and problem solving through
structured lessons that are then
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followed through by staff as
interpersonal issues arise on a case by
case basis.
Morning Meetings
Morning Meetings are used to build
community and a sense of inclusion for
all students. It helps students to feel
safe using their voice and to feel
important by being heard in a
respectful, reciprocal manner by peers
and staff.

Important Dates
February 4

PTO Meeting

February 11

2nd Cup of Coffee
9:00 a.m.
President’s Day
NO SCHOOL

February 15
February 18

Who’s the Boss?
6:00-7:00 p.m.

February 23

Family Fitness Night!
6:00—7:00 p.m.

February 29

Critter Convention
6:00-7:00 p.m.

Every class has an “alone space” or
“peace place” in the classroom for
students to take time to regulate
themselves as an option.
Classroom charters, promises, and
expectations for every classroom were
created regarding how students will
interact with each other and solve
problems daily.
A whole “School Charter” will be
developed from the classroom charters
so the entire school understands how to
be a productive member of the
Wintonbury community.
“Wintonbury Winners” are written
notes that are given to individual
children by staff members to recognize
his or her contributions to our
community. Phone calls home, special
notes, and such will connect home and
school periodically.
The Dance of Interaction book by
Jeanine Fitzgerald was bought for all
staff members. This book explains how
to individualize interactions with
(cont. on page 4)

Children in Room
101 are in the
midst of a long
term study about
mail. They made
a date with our
mail carrier,
Gary, who was
very kind and
took time out of
his busy day to
show them his
truck and talk
about mail.

6th Annual P.J. Literacy Night
On January 21st over 350 children,
family members and staff participated
in an evening of exciting literacy
activities during Wintonbury’s 6th
Annual P.J. Literacy Night.
Each year teachers and children create
door decorations that reflect the titles
of favorite books. On literacy night
children are excited to complete a
scavenger hunt to find all the titles and
when they are done they choose a new
book to take home for their own
collection.

Come to the First Ever
Wintonbury

families enjoyed an interactive story
time with librarian Joann Moody in the
multipurpose room where they heard a
story, danced and popped bubbles!
Finally families were invited to eat pizza
and some healthy snacks in the
cafeteria.
Excitement was in the air as children
showed off their “book doors” to their
families, saw friends in the hall and
best of all got to wear their pajamas to school—at night! It doesn’t really get
better than that, does it?

Critter Convention!

Monday, February 29th
6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.
See a variety of furry,
feathery and scaly
critters!

In addition to the scavenger hunt,

Try Day—Friday!
In January children tried lemons, limes and
broccoli! In February children are looking
forward to tasting kiwi and spinach.
Special thanks to the Riley family for donating BUSHELS of
green and red peppers for the December Try Day and to
Stop & Shop in Bloomfield for donating $250.00 in fresh produce!

Nurse’s News
The Lions Club of Bloomfield
came to Wintonbury and
screened all but 22
preschoolers on January 15th
and 19th. Reports were sent
home via your child’s
backpack. If you did not get
one that is because your child
may have been absent. The
Lions Club will be back soon
to screen those who still need
it.
Also, during the first two
weeks of February Nurse
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Ashley Schwitter, BSN
Ashley will be doing hearing
screenings in school on all
the kindergarteners .
If you have any questions or
concerns regarding the
vision screenings or
upcoming hearing screening
feel free to contact Nurse
Ashley directly at 860-7695521.
Preschoolers in Room 102 connect numerals to
quantity using a variety of objects.
The Wintonbury Peeper

Pre-K Curriculum Corner
Art is an important part of our
curriculum. Every day, children
find a variety of art materials
available on the shelves in their
classroom. Drawing, painting,
pasting, molding and constructing
are not only enjoyable but also
provide important opportunities for
learning. Children express original
ideas and feelings, improve their
coordination, learn to recognize
colors and textures, and develop
creativity and pride in their
accomplishments by exploring and
using art materials.

adapted from The Creative Curriculum ™
When children are engaged in art
activities, teachers talk with them
about what they are doing and ask
questions that encourage them to
think about their ideas and express
feelings. We are just as interested
in the creative process as we are in
what children make. Teachers say
things that will encourage children
to be creative and confident, such
as: “Tell me about your picture”
instead of “Is that a house you
made?” or “It looks like the play
dough is sticking to your fingers.
What could we do to make it less

sticky?”
What You Can Do at Home
Children love to bring their art
home to share with family. Take
time to talk to your child; here are
some things you might say:
“Tell me about your picture”
“How did you decide what colors to
use?” “What do you like best about
it?” “Let’s hang it up for everyone to
enjoy!” -Creative Curriculum©

Photo Gallery
from the 6th
Annual P.J.
Literacy Night!
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Kindness con’t
students and to simplify daily discussions
about behavior to be very positively
based.
Jeanine Fitzgerald, author of The Dance of
Interaction, came for a ½ day Professional
Development for staff instructing us how
to build Social-Emotional Capacity for
students.
The Wintonbury Staff handbook addresses
social emotional curriculum (Second Step,
as well as levels of interventions to
promote the development of Social
Emotional skills in children).
The Wintonbury Parent/Student handbook
has a section that explains Positive
Behavior Interventions and Supports and
the positive Social Emotional
Environment created at Wintonbury.
Each classroom has a set of books focused
on Social-Emotional learning by the
author, Sherry Meiners, that they can

incorporate into classroom morning
meetings and other social emotional
problem solving structures within the
day.

An article regarding Wintonbury
“Acts of Kindness” will be
published each month in the
Wintonbury “Peeper” newsletter.

A full day workshop for teachers was
held on November 3rd given by Isabel
Baker (owner of The Book Vine,
certified librarian and book
distributor); and author, April Pulley
Sayre. This workshop aided staff in
learning how to refine their use of
books to promote social emotional
awareness, self-concept, and social
emotional development in children.

At Wintonbury, our belief is that
through our concentrated efforts,
instruction across the socialemotional realm will be a visible
and tangible instructional format to
families. We believe you will see
an immediate response to concerns
regarding the social-emotional
interactions of your children and
that when instruction and correction
is needed in this area, Wintonbury
staff (partnering with families) will
support your child and others to
maintain a very positive socialemotional climate each and every
day.

An evening workshop for parents by
the same presenters was offered on
November 2nd for the same purpose.
Other workshops focused on Positive
Social Emotional Development and
interactions will be conducted by
Wintonbury’s Instructional Coach a
few times throughout the year.

Caught in the Act . . . Of Kindness!

In Room 205
Grady helped
Emmet hang his
backpack.
Mrs. Mercer wants to give a
shout out to these two boys
(Kuh'shii and Amari) because
this photo depicts just one of
many occasions when they have
been nurturing this year. They
are always thinking about and
taking care of the younger
children in the class. They offer
to help with coats, open food
containers, and always show
concern if someone is sad. They
are just all around good guys
and great role models!

In Room 303, Shayla
took Maya’s hand to
go see the alpaca on a
recent visit to the
Auerfarm.

Preschoolers in Room 206 share
a beach towel in dramatic play.

