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Upcoming Events

Christmas Spirit in the air

 Finals—12/19-12/21
 FFA Escape Room –12/22
 Riley Red Night 1/8
 FFA to Paoli Peaks-1/12
 Issma Solo and Ensemble
1/26
 FFA To State House-1/28

HAVE A GREAT HOLIDAY AND NEW YEAR!
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Known as the most wonderful time of the year, the
month of December is described by most people
around the world as a joyful
time to celebrate with family
and friends. Christmas break
away from school is always a
relaxing time for high school
students after the stress from
the semester finals. At WRV
high school there are many
Christmas activities that students are able to participate in
to get in the holiday spirit.
Mrs. Trina Oliver has the
students participate in an optional secret Santa gift-giving
activity the week before
break. Mrs. Kim Overman
and the TLC members sponsor the “angel tree.” Students
buy presents for other kids in
the community who might
not otherwise receive Christ-

mas gifts. Dance Marathon
sponsored
the
Ugly
Sweater
Contest to
raise
funds.
Faculty
members
are participating in a Christmas
Dinner pitch in and many of
the classes will include a foodeating activity. Since New
Year’s falls on a Wednesday,
WRV will have a full two
weeks off for Christmas break.
Individual students also
have family Christmas traditions. Abby Shake said her

family traditions include
“going to the candlelight
service at Church on Christmas Eve and then her family
always drives around afterward and looks at Christmas
lights and listens to Christmas music.” Lane McDonald said his family “goes to
his aunt's house and has a
huge feast and exchange
gifts and play cards.”
Christmas is a very special time of the year, a time
to be very thankful for your
family and the things that
God blessed you with.
Christmas has a bigger
meaning than gifts and food.
Christmas is special to this
writer because “I get to see
my family all together and
peaceful.”--Jacqlyn Roof

New Year’s Traditions

Christmas Treats delivered by FACS
students.

The New Year’s tradition
has been around for four
millennia, and the traditions lead from December
31 to January 1. According
to History.com, the first
records ever found on the
holiday were 4,000 years
ago in the first Babylon.
For the Babylonians, the
first moon of the vernal
equinox, most New Year's
festivities begin on December 31 and continued
until January 1.They

marked the occasion with a
massive religious festival
called Akitu (derived from
the Sumerian word for barley, which was cut in the
spring.)
There are traditions in
every household. “’I go to
the Linton Roller Skating
rink,’’ says Ben Bennett.
“I do nothing special,’’
says Kade Gallagher. Mrs.
Ruan Fougerousse just
enjoys “game night with
the family.” Some people

don't know the reasoning of
New Years. Religious origins of Babylonians made
promises to their Gods at the
start of each year that they
would return borrowed objects and pay their debts.
Romans began each year by
making promises to the God
Janus, for whom the month
of January is named.
Whatever the tradition or
reason for New Years, let’s
make 2019 the best year yet!
--Jacob Smith
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Hamang
Brings Spirit
For the season has come, when
the snow has fallen; when the air
is chilled; time has arrived for the
White River Valley Holiday Concert. During the Concert, the
Choir sang three tunes: W inter
Wonderland, Dona Nobis Pacem,
and Holiday Sing Along. Secondly, The Jazz Band made music of:
Santa Baby/Rockin’ Around the
Christmas Tree, My Foolish
Heart, and Coral of the Bells and
Por fin. During Carol of the Bells
Mr. Austin Hamang, the band
director, was overflowing with
Christmas Spirit. The melodious
Concert Band performed; Sleigh
Ride, Chorale from “Jupiter,”
Christmas Pops Medley. Many
found the performance to be appealing; “I had a lot of fun listening to the choir and jazz band.
They were really good,” as said
by Christian Davis.-Kade Gallagher

FCCLA Visits
Glenburn
On December 13, FCCLA took a
trip after school to the Glenburn
nursing home to deliver blankets that
they made to the residence. All week
during homeroom FCCLA members
met and made Christmas cards and
the blankets for the trip.FCCLA
members left after school and headed
to Linton. The students that went got
to interact with the residence and talk
with them. With Christmas looming,
the students got to discuss Christmas
plans and bring much needed joy to
most residence. The students had a
great experience and really loved
going and seeing the elderly. “My
favorite part was seeing all the sweet
peoples faces light up when we
passed out the blankets, cards, and
candy canes to them,” stated Summer
Blanton. -Abby Shake

FCCLA members along with Ms. Betsy Misner
deliver gifts at the Glenburn Nursing Home.

Trends in Gift-Giving
Aside from feasting upon seasonal food with your family, the giving
and receiving of gifts seems to be
the highlight of the holidays. Well
that doesn’t seem to be the case for
everyone, because Ely Byarly
thinks, “the food is the best part of
Christmas.” Whether a gift which is
bought from a store, or a gift made
at home, a gift carries meaning. To
be fair, homemade gift giving is
much simpler, however, who
doesn’t enjoy being gifted a gift of
wealth such as a fashionable and
modern piece of attire. It seems in

modern times such as these, gifts
primarily shared between children,
and adults have lost the gift-giving
spirit. In a study done by finder.com,
56% of Americans receive unwanted
gifts every holiday. According to the
study, clothing seems to be the most
disliked gift of the Christmas season,
and that comes with no surprise, considering the gift requests from most
children. Giving her thoughts on
gifts, Heather DeMoss said, “Gift
cards, clothes, those are just easy
gifts that aren’t too bad.” Share your
giving spirit this Christmas season
with your loved ones! -Nate Word

Fifty Eight
Angels
Receive Gifts
For the past 20 years or more
TLC has sponsored the Angel
Tree. There were 58 kids on the
list for this Christmas.
Students and staff picked out an
angel and bought presents for
them. The angels are kids from
elementary, jr high and high
school whose parents need help
buying gifts for Christmas.
Dr. Bob Hacker picked and Angel and states “it’s great that we
all try and give back to make our
world a better place. That’s what
Christmas is all about .”
Mia McDonald one of the TLC
members says, “Angel Tree is
fun to do because I know I’m
making a kid’s day just by giving
them presents. They don’t know
it’s from me, but I love being
Santa to these kids.”
“The spirit of Christmas and
the guiding scripture for TLC go
hand in hand. We are here to
serve others. The angel tree helps
those who need help getting
Christmas presents for their children. What a great way of serving during this season of giving”
stated the director of TLC and
head of Angel Tree Kim Overman.-Madyson Payne

TLC students carry gifts to the bus to deliver to
the elementary and middle schools.
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BPA Members Break Record with 31 Plaques, 36 Medals
On December 7, members of Business
Professionals of America competed in
the Regional competition held at Ivy
Tech in Terre Haute. Students competed
against BPA members from Bloomfield,
Shakamak, North Vermillion, and Clay
City. As a group, WRV earned 31
plaques and 36 medals, resulting in a
record-breaking year with everyone
earning a spot to state. Students benefit
immensely from this experience and also
have some fun.
Each member competes in two events
that they can choose. These events can
include objective tests, presentations,
problem tests, team event, or a combination. “It took a decent chunk out of everyone's free time but the commitment
was overall worth it,” said Parker Jerrell
about his team event. Mattie Thrasher
feels that competing in BPA is “a great
way to network with businesspeople.
You can meet college professors, and at
regionals, you can experience college
classroom-like scenarios.”
Open contests can be taken by any BPA
member attending the regional competition. Awards earned by all members are
listed below:
William Bowman - 1st in Fundamental
Word Processing, 2nd in Computer Network Technology (Opens- 3rd in Information Technology Concepts, 7th in
Administrative Support Concepts, 7th in
Management, Marketing and Human

Resources Concepts)
Trey Carpenter - 1st in Advanced
Word Processing,1st in Computer Network Technology; (Opens- 4th in Computer Programming Concepts)
Jon Clevenger - 1st in Network Administration Using Microsoft, 1st in Database
Katie Eddy-1st in Accounting, 1st in
Small Business Management Team
(Opens- 7th in Financial Math & Analysis Concepts, 7th in Information technology Concepts, 7th in Digital Marketing
Concepts, 8th in Parliamentary Procedure Concepts)
McKinley Frye-2nd in Medical Office
Concepts, 1st in Intermediate Word Processing, (Opens- 8th in Digital Marketing Concepts)
Kaylie Gayheart-2nd in Intermediate
Word Processing,5th in Medical Office
Concepts, (Opens- 8th in Financial
Math & Analysis Concepts)
Ruby Hamil-1st in Small Business
Management Team, 2nd-Advanced
Word Processing (Opens- 3rd in Digital
Communications & Design Concepts,
4th in Administrative Support Concepts,
10th in Financial Math & Analysis Concepts, 10th in Information Technology
Concepts)
Clayton Hoover-3rd in Computer Networking Technology, 3rd in Fundamental Word Processing, (Opens- 1st in Administrative Support Concepts, 7th in
Information Technology Concepts)

Edan Martin-1st in Business Law &
Ethics, 1st in Broadcast News Team,
(Opens- 1st in Digital Marketing Concepts, 4th in Information Technology
Concepts, 7th in Business Meeting
Management Concepts, 10th in Management, Marketing and Human resources Concepts
Riley Reed-4th in Fundamental Accounting, 4th in Fundamental Word
Processing, (Opens- 10th in Business
Meeting Management Concepts
Mattie Thrasher-1st in Broadcast
News Team, 2nd in Database (Opens3rd in Parliamentary Procedure Concepts, 3rd in Digital Marketing Concepts, 5th in Information Technology
Concepts, 10th in Financial Math &
Analysis Concepts, 10th in Digital
Communications & Design Concepts
Addison Wall- 1st in Fundamental
Spreadsheet, 3rd in Intermediate Word
Processing, (Opens- 5th in Financial
Math & Analysis Concepts, 9th in
Computer Programming Concepts
Brandon Wood-1st in Advanced
Spreadsheet, 3rd in Accounting
Katryna Zimmerly-2nd in Entrepreneurship, 4th in Intermediate Word

Processing, (Opens- 2nd in Information Technology Concepts, 5th in
Business Meeting Management
Concepts, 7th in Parliamentary Procedure Concepts) - Riley Reed

Parker Jerrell-1st in Broadcast News
Team, 6th-Fundamental Word Processing, (Opens- 4th in Digital Marketing Concepts, 9th in Information Technology Concepts)

After their team event, Edan Martin and Jailyn
Lundy prepare for their next competition.

Jailyn Lundy-1st in Broadcast News
Team, 5th in Business Law & Ethics,
(Opens-2nd in Digital Marketing Concepts, 3rd in Financial Math & Analysis
Concepts, 6th in Information Technology Concepts)

After the Regionals, BPA Members show off their
hardware.
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Christmas Break
Plans

Merry
Christmas

Christmas is both a sacred, religious holiday
and a worldwide cultural and commercial extravaganza. When December rolls around, Christmas
break soon follows. Students do not return to school
till next year! Many students have plans during this
16-day break from being with family to just staying
at home. Junior Samantha Corey plans to, “go out
of state to Fort Wayne to see some distant family.”
Sophomore Clayton Sluder is “just hangin out with
the family.” Freshman Hayden Cunningham will
“go to his grandparents house to have Christmas.”
Finally, Senior Lane McDonald will do “whatever
his parents tell him to do”!
These students are just a few of the Wolverine
family that are doing some exciting things over
break. For everyone heading out of town, or just
staying home for the holidays, Merry Christmas,
Happy New Year, stay safe, and be smart. - Parker
Jerrell

Ugly Sweaters, Happy Faces
Sponsored by Dance Marathon, winners of the Ugly Sweater contest include, Mr. Caleb Whiteman for most
festive, Him Hale for funniest, Mrs.
Jade Bridges for most original, and
Lane Charlton for Ugliest

Mr. Austin Haming leads the choir through their performance at
the WRV Holiday Concert.

Kate and Emma
Records wearing
their matching
sweaters for the
competition. :

The four winners show off their attire with their
awards in hand.

