SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

September 2, 2021 Newsletter

A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Families and Staff of Forge and Sage International Schools,
I am grateful for each of you.
I wanted to take this opportunity to pause and reflect as we approach the 20th anniversary of 911. Each of us that experienced that day and the twenty years since that day likely have strong
memories of the emotions we felt on that day and some of us, like my family, have strong
memories of watching friends, wives, husbands, daughters, sons or cousins volunteer to serve in
all of the places the Global War on Terrorism called them. As a career soldier and officer in our
nation’s Army, I have many memories of the years since 9-11.
In March of 2003, I remember watching the television with my almost four year old son as
Coalition forces invaded Iraq. He was incredibly anxious that I would leave him and go to war. He
wouldn’t leave my side for days. In November of 2004 I deployed to Iraq with the 18th Military
Police Brigade. It was an incredibly challenging and dangerous year and it brought heartache and
loss to some of the families of my soldiers. I wear a black, aluminum band on my right wrist
everyday to honor the memory of SSG Jimmy McNaughton. SSG McNaughton was killed in action
at an Iraqi police station in Baghdad on the 2d of August, 2005. We were helping our Iraqi partners
improve that station’s defenses. We did our best everyday to ensure Iraqis were safer than they
were the day before.
As we approach the twentieth anniversary of 9-11, I’d ask each of you to stop and remember the
people who lost their lives during those terrible attacks. I also ask you to remember the first
responders who ran towards danger on that day and to remember those men and women in our
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard who have been wounded or killed in service
to their country since 9-11. Finally, send your thoughts to those Americans (including graduates of
Sage) who are out there right now doing dangerous, hard and sometimes lonely work in the
armed forces, the police, the fire services and as first responders around the world and in every
community in our nation. My own son, who was two on 9-11 and watched me go off to Iraq in
2004, is entering active duty as an Infantry lieutenant.
Lastly, I’ll leave you with resources and book recommendations that I have found particularly
powerful in remembering and understanding the nature and costs of service during these past 20
years.
The National 9-11 Memorial at https://www.911memorial.org/
The Good Soldiers by David Finkel
Tribe by Sebastian Junger
War also by Sebastian Junger
The Fighters: Americans in Combat by CJ Chivers
Call Sign Chaos: Learning to Lead by Gen. Jim Mattis and Bing West
Mission first, people always,
Andy Johnson
Executive Director
Sage International Network of Schools
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Sage International School engages students within
AN inclusive IB learning community, challenging all members to

take risks and contribute locally and globally through open-minded inquiry.

A NOTE FROM OUR HEAD OF SCHOOL, KALI WEBB:
Hello Sage Families!

I hope you are all enjoying the cooler weather as we enter September (I know I am). The changing
of the seasons is always refreshing - one of the things I love about living in Idaho!
Beginning in the next newsletter I will be featuring some amazing humans who work here at Sage.
Our team is truly the best around. With endless amounts of passion and commitment, our team
helps make Sage a welcoming school community with excellent instruction day in and day out.
Every person and every position matters, and creates a network of synergy and collegiality that I
have never experienced in other school communities. So, stay tuned for the first Sage Spotlight
feature in the next newsletter!
Please remember to stay healthy, mask up, wash your hands, and keep your
children home if they are ill. As we enter the Fall, it is critical that we all do our
part to keep our community healthy and strong. We are all in this together!
In Service,
Ms. Kali Webb, Head of School
Sage International School of Boise

School Photo packets have arrived from Lifetouch! We are busy sorting
them and will send them home with your student SOON! If you did not
already order prints, they have included instructions to do so. If your student missed photo day,
Lifetouch will be back at Sage on Sept 21st to take them. If you would like retakes, please save
and return your student's packet with them to be retaken on that day!

Virtual Back-toschool night is
September 16!

Mark your calendar and join our
leadership team online that evening
for informative virtual sessions to
start the school year. This is for Sage
parents in all grades K-12, so please
watch your inbox for more info!

Sage 2021-2022 Parent/Student Handbook
We ask ALL Parents, guardians, and
Students to read this year's Sage Handbook
carefully and complete the acknowledgment form
stating that you agree to its contents. The Handbook
contains important information about our school
culture, expectations, policies, and procedures that are
vital to a successful school year for all! Please email
info@sageinternationalschool.org with any questions.

Mark your Calendar:

September 6 - No School (Labor Day)
September 10 - Friday school
Sept 16 - Virtual back to school night
for all Sage parents
Sept 21 - School Photo Retake Day
Sept 27-30 - Fall Break - No School
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Other than this newsletter, our website is
the best resource for general info about
Sage. You can also find us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter!

Nurse P's Health Corner:
Every Student Needs To Bring A Reusable Water Bottle Every Day!
Our drinking fountains are restricted to water bottle filling only because of COVID-19
and we need every student to carry a water bottle they can refill each and every
day! We have had so many students arriving without water bottles that we cannot
supply enough bottled water and cups for them. Please make sure your student has
a water bottle in their backpack every day!
COVID-19 Precautions Outside School: Cases are rising rapidly in our community and we are feeling
the effect on campus. Please take precautions outside school whenever you are in close proximity to
others in community spaces, especially indoors. Quarantines are not fun for any of us and avoiding
exposures is the best way to stay safe.
Daily Health Checks: Please check your students every morning for any symptoms of illness. We
strongly recommend using the CDC COVID-19 Symptom Checker if any concerning symptoms are
present. Please keep students home if they have any symptoms consistent with COVID-19 and contact
Nurse P at marianne.palaia@sageintl.org. Nurse P will contact you on the next school day unless your
situation is urgent.
Reporting Illness, COVID-19 Exposures and Positive Tests: Please keep students home with any
concerning symptoms, suspected exposures, and especially if they or a family member have a
pending test or have tested positive. We ask that you notify Attendance at
attendance@sageinternationalschool.org and Nurse P at marianne.palaia@sageintl.org about your
situation and we will contact you by the next school day unless the matter is urgent.
Bottled Water and Cups Needed for the Food Pantry: We are in desperate need of bottled water
and cups for students who forget to bring a reusable water bottle. Thank you!!!

Contacting Sage:

We love the open communication we have with parents! In order to serve you
most efficiently, here are the best ways to contact us for various reasons:

Reporting Attendance: Email attendance at attendance@sageinternationalschool.org
or call 208-343-7243 and press option 1. Clearly state your student's first and last
name, GRADE, and reason for absence. Email is the best way to ensure we get the
correct information and spelling, and it is helpful if you copy your child's teacher if they are in grades K-5.
If you are responding to an automated call that they were marked absent, please either email or call and
state that they were present or let us know why they may have been marked absent and we can confirm
with their teacher and/or mark accordingly in our system. You should contact the school via one of the
ways above ANY time your child is not in attendance.

Student Appointments: Please email their teacher and attendance ahead of time with the date and
time you will pick them up. If you would like your student ready and waiting for you, call when you are 10
minutes away and we will do our best! You will need to come inside to the front desk to check out any
student in grades 8 and under. Students in 9-12 can check themselves out with PRIOR parent approval
via email. Please bring an excuse from your provider in order to mark it supported.
If you are unsure of whom to contact, you can always email info@sageinternationalschool.org or call
the school with any questions, and if we don't have the answer, we will forward it to the correct person!

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU for your patience and cooperation at drop-off and pickup! A few
safety reminders: Please don't EVER let your child out of the car on
Parkcenter. For secondary students using the Parkcenter entrance, please pull
forward ALL the way to avoid congestion. (Your student can walk a bit!) Please
do not park at neighboring businesses and have your child walk, this makes
them unhappy. Lastly, don't forget...we have BUSES if you want to avoid it all!

Hi Sage Parents,
I have been spending a lot of time the last few weeks getting to know each of the K-6 students by
doing Minute Meetings. This has given kids the opportunity to know me and for me to check in with
them about things at school, at home, and with friends. I thought I would share some insights. My
biggest lessons learned so far are 1. Kids love school, but they really miss sleeping in (most of the
kids I interviewed expressed feeling tired)! And 2. Kids are feeling a little bit more anxious about
being back at school. This anxiety is most often coming from - “feeling a bit behind because of last
year”, “feeling nervous about covid”, and being nervous to “meet new people”. I am meeting with
students individually to discuss this anxiety and to give them strategies to help, but I would LOVE
your help. Our kiddos are definitely feeling some pressure from everything happening around them
and they would love some extra support. Please talk to your students about how they are feeling
about being in school and share coping strategies that you have found helpful when you are
stressed. Some coping skills that I have shared include - Blowing bubbles. Drawing. Journaling. Taking
3 deep breaths. Playing music. Cuddling a stuffed animal. Going for a walk. Using a fidget. Exercise.
Reading a book. Asking for a hug. Talking to someone they trust. Counting to ten. Meditating. Please
use these and others at home!
Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Ashley Rivers, Counselor for K-6
ashley.rivers@sageintl.org

Hello Secondary Parents!
August has been filled with students’ figuring out their schedules and readjusting
to school life. With the return to school, mental health concerns have skyrocketed.
Finding the school/life/work balance is crucial for high school success. If your
student is struggling, please reach out so that we can set up a plan to help them be
successful at Sage!
We are beginning to plan college representative visits to Sage! Students - be on the lookout for
scholarship opportunities and college planning emails. I will be updating the College & Career
Readiness page on the Sage website with college and scholarship information. Please reach out if
you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Brittany Meduna, Counselor for 7-12
brittany.meduna@sageintl.org

Mr. Wakild and Heidi Hagman met
with interested PYP Parents via
Zoom to discuss the launch of our
NEW PYP (K-5) focused PTO! We
are looking to form committees of various interests, and also
looking for parents who are willing to lead and work closely with
Sage to expand opportunities for families to connect outside of
school. If you are interested you can find the recorded session
HERE, and you can find the slide deck Mr. Wakild shared here.
Finally, if you are interested in helping the PYP PTO in any capacity
or receiving further information, please fill out this very short
form. We look forward to a lot of fun community building with you!

PYP
PTO

September IB
Attribute:
Inquirer
We nurture our curiosity,
developing skills for inquiry and
research. We know how to learn
independently and with others.
We learn with enthusiasm and
sustain our love of learning
throughout life. Check out these
resources for parents on
Inquiry through play.

Current Clubs/Activities
Click for more information on each:
Gay Straight Alliance 6th-8th grade
Girls on the Run 3rd-5th grade
Green Club 9th-12th grade
Middle School Student Council 6th-8th grade
Mock Trial Team 9th-12th grade
Model United Nations 9th-12th grade
Movie Club 6th-12th grade
National Beta Club 9th-12th grade
Sole Kids K-6th grade
Ultimate Frisbee 9th-12th grade

Mountain Biking Team
The Sage Mountain Biking team is off to a
GREAT start this season with two races under
their belt, and several racers placing! Great
job and good luck with your upcoming races
Team SAGE!
Upcoming Races:
Sept 11, 2021 – Grand Targhee, Alta, WY
Sept 25, 2021 - Jug Mountain Ranch, McCall

Middle School Cross Country
Our NEW Sage team is doing awesome and having
fun too, several of our athletes have placed!
Upcoming meets:
September 11th, Dallman Dash in Idaho City
September 17th, Garden Valley Classic
September 24-25th, Bob Firman Invitational

FOR STUDENTS IN
K-6TH GRADE!
Starts September 12th and "runs" through
November 6th, Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 3:30-5:00 at the Sage playfield!
Participants train for the Sole KIDs 5K, and
each will receive a race swag bag, water
bottle, tech race shirt, race entry, sponsor
race entry and finisher’s medal upon
completion of the SoleKIDs 5K. Find more
info HERE.

Middle School Movie Night!
Student Council is hosting an outdoor movie
night for those in 6th-8th grade on Thursday,
September 16th! We will be watching the

MIDDLE
SCHOOL
ART

Students learned about Spirit Animals and then
created sculptures out of air-dry clay!

movie "RV". Bring a lowback chair, $4 entrance fee,
snacks, a blanket, and
dress warm! See you there!

SENIOR
SENIOR CAMP
CAMP TRIP
TRIP
Sage Seniors and their teachers took their annual
camping trip on August 26th to Hayfork Campground
just north of Idaho City. The purpose of this trip is to
celebrate our seniors as they settle into their final year
of high school. They focus on building community as
they embark on the exciting and challenging year ahead!

