SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

September 17, 2021 Newsletter
A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Parents and Staff of Sage and Forge International Schools,
Thank you. We are all grateful for your support of our schools and our
commitment to in-person learning. This is our sixth week of instruction
and we have been able to ensure that 90%+ of our students are present for learning at both Forge
and Sage - everyday. There is incredible energy in the classrooms of both campuses. This is great
news!
I urge each of you as people and as families to do your best to live a full and enjoyable life while
taking precautions to limit exposure to common illnesses and covid - all of which pull children
away from school, activities and friends. We are striving as a community to ensure as many
students are in class with their teachers on as many days as possible. We don’t want colds, RSV,
the flu or covid to keep any of you (or us) from school.
Students at both campuses have met the early challenges of the Idaho Reading Indicator (IRI) and
the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP). We have solid, start-of-the-year benchmark data to
help us plan instruction and interventions. The IRI is a requirement at all schools in Idaho for
Grades K-3. It is designed to help schools and the State determine if a school’s students are
mastering the fundamentals of reading. The MAP is another tool we use at Sage and Forge to get
deeper insights into student learning in mathematics and reading in the elementary and middle
grades. I am happy to say that we are off to a great start at both schools. We know where our
students (your children) are strong and where they need more support. We are working as a team
across the network and at both schools to ensure our students are growing and learning.
Finally, we welcome and ask for your support. If you are able and would like to be part of the
teams that are ensuring in-person learning for all of our students in Middleton and Boise, please
consider volunteering to be a substitute teacher. All schools and districts in the Treasure Valley are
having a hard time finding substitutes. We have increased the daily rate of pay for substitutes at
both campuses to 120 dollars per day. Please consider diving in where you can. Applications can
be found on our website.
All the best,
Andy

A Note from our Head of School:
Dear Sage Families,
Wear a mask.
Keep your children home when sick.
Report information to our school nurse.
Avoid large gatherings.
Be part of the solution.
Please. Please. Please.
We can do this.
Ms. Kali Webb,
Head of School
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Sage International
School engages students within AN
inclusive IB learning community,
challenging all members to take
risks and contribute locally and
globally through open-minded
inquiry.

Mark your Calendar:

Sept 21 - School Photo Retake Day
Sept 27-30 - Fall Break - No School
Oct 7 - End of Quarter 1
Oct 7-8 - PYP Parent-Teacher Conferences
Oct 18 - Fall Family Engagement Night
Oct 21-22 - Secondary Parent-Teacher
Conferences

Picture Retake Day - Sept 21
Anyone who missed photo day
or would like a retake is
welcome to! If you are getting
retakes, Lifetouch prefers you
return the packet with your
child. Find out more info and
how to order HERE.

Nurse P's Health Corner:
COVID-19 Vaccines for 12 & Up: Vaccinated students, who are exposed but do
not develop any symptoms, DO NOT have to quarantine. Ada County is an area
of high community spread and the numbers of students reporting exposures
and positive cases is increasing on our campus. Quarantines in families can get
lengthy due to different infection cycles and if isolating family members is not
possible. If your students ages 12 and up are not yet vaccinated, please consult
with your healthcare provider to determine if the COVID-19 vaccination is appropriate for them.
The COVID-19 vaccine is readily available through all healthcare providers and pharmacies in our
area.
COVID-19 Precautions Outside School: We recommend that all families mask up when in
public spaces. Taking precautions outside school whenever you are in close proximity to others
in community spaces will prevent exposures. Quarantines keep students from participating in inperson learning, sometimes for weeks. Avoiding exposures by masking up is the best way to stay
safe and keep kids in school.
Daily Health Checks: Please check your students every morning for any symptoms of illness.
We strongly recommend using the CDC COVID-19 Symptom Checker if any concerning
symptoms are present. Please keep students home if they have any symptoms consistent with
COVID-19 and contact Nurse P at marianne.palaia@sageintl.org. Nurse P will contact you on the
next school day unless your situation is urgent.
Reporting Illness, COVID-19 Exposures and Positive Tests: Please keep students home with
any concerning symptoms, suspected exposures, and especially if they or a family member have
a pending test or have tested positive. We ask that you notify Attendance at
attendance@sageinternationalschool.org and Nurse P at marianne.palaia@sageintl.org about
your situation and we will contact you by the next school day unless the matter is urgent.

Reporting Your Student Absent
Please let us know if your student will not be
present at school. Email attendance at
attendance@sageinternationalschool.org or call 208-3437243 and press option 1. Clearly state your student's first
and last name, GRADE, and reason for absence. Email is
the best way to ensure we get the correct information and
spelling, and it is helpful if you copy your child's teacher if
they are in grades K-5. If their absence is due to potential
Covid-19 symptoms or exposures, please also copy Nurse P
at marianne.palaia@sageintl.org. THANK YOU!
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Other than this newsletter, our
website is the best resource for
general info about Sage. You
can also find us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter!

Hi Sage Parents,
I hope you are all doing well and enjoying the transition to fall. I am loving my time at Sage and I
am enjoying getting to know all of the students here.
I have been spending a good amount of my time the last few weeks outside with the kiddos during
their breaks. Here are some of the things I am noticing and some things we could work on as a
school community.
Covid has caused all of us stress, we have all struggled with quarantine, time inside, social
isolation, etc. One of the biggest ways that this is manifesting for our kids at school is in physical
aggression on the playground. It almost feels like with all the time spent inside and quarantined,
kids have forgotten how to appropriately play and how to move their bodies in controlled ways.
Kids have extra pent-up energy and in a few instances, this has led to problems with hitting,
tackling, kicking, shoving, etc. on the playground. Most of the time when I talk to these students
about their behavior, they say that they just feel ‘crazy’ or ‘wild’ in their bodies, or they thought
they were ‘playing’ and didn’t understand that they might hurt someone.
I think our kiddos need some reminders about appropriate play at home and at school and I
would love your support with that. I also would love it if you could find some healthy ways for your
students to get out some of that amazing and powerful energy at home. Kicking a soccer ball,
playing tennis, running around the yard, yoga, basketball, or any other form of exercise would be
awesome. Maybe you could even make it a fun game or challenge at your house?
Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you for all of your support!
Sincerely,
Ashley Rivers
ashley.rivers@sageintl.org

K-5 Students have been EXCELLENT Inquirers this month and are
working hard on the Inquiry boards they've created with teachers.
Inquirers wonder and develop their natural curiosity, asking questions they'd like answers to.
They conduct research and show independence in learning. In IB, we show them how to find
the answers to their questions, fostering a lifetime of learning!
Many classes at Sage engaged in a variety of 9/11 remembrance activities.
5th graders got to take part in an especially meaningful part of honoring
that day. While his classmates observed, 5th-grade student Leo had the
honor of lowering the flag to half-staff with Ms. Webb. Students watched
with reverence and respect, taking a moment of silence for the fallen. Sage
students honored all the 9/11 victims and their families with dignity on the
20th anniversary of that fateful day and expressed gratitude for the service
of our first responders and military personnel.

MIDDLE SCHOOL AT SAGE:
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) visited Sage
Middle Schoolers last week during their PE
class. SRTS is a program through Valley
Regional Transit designed to encourage
students to walk and bike to school to
promote a healthy lifestyle, reduce traffic
congestion and improve air quality. They
taught them about how to travel safely, and
students brought bikes, scooters, and
skateboards while others used their own
two feet to explore the greenbelt and
pedestrian routes around Sage!

Mark your calendar - Fall Middle School
Dance on Thursday, October 28!
OUTDOORS with safety protocols in place!

SERVICE
IN
ACTION
Student Council created a community service
project and during advisory, students who
volunteered took time to clean up the school
grounds by picking up trash. Thank you!
#BeTheChange

HIGH SCHOOL AT SAGE:
Hey Sagers,
SAGEFORT: Sagefort last week was such a blast and it was amazing to see you all come together in your
various Hacks and Forts. Friday was especially amazing as the grade levels battled it out with their
hallway decor. Perhaps the best thing to come out of Sagefort week was the renaming of the new
building. DP teachers set up a way for students to submit their ideas. Senior, Josie Wright was honored
when the faculty chose her submission as the new name for our building. We are officially the Summit!
This is a brilliant metaphor for the last couple of years at our K-12 school. You can see a video of their
Friday finale of "Battle of the films" HERE. Huge thank you to all who participated!

PSAT/NMSQT: Sage will host the PSAT/NMSQT on Wednesday, October 13th. All 10th graders will
automatically be registered by me and will sit for the test. 11th graders who wish to take the
PSAT/NMSQT should have signed up this week via a Google Form. An email was sent to students and
families with the details. Additional communication related to this test date will be sent out after we
return from Fall Break.
END OF QUARTER 1: Can you believe we are most of the way through the first quarter?! The official end
date is October 7th. Following the end of the quarter, teachers will post progress grades and
parent/teacher conferences will be scheduled. Please make sure you are checking Managebac daily
and getting all of your work in. As always, reach out to your teachers if you need additional support.
Stay safe out there.
Sincerely,
Brandy Fitzwater and the High School team

Current Clubs/Activities
Click for more information about each:
Gay Straight Alliance 6th-8th grade
Girls on the Run 3rd-5th grade
Green Club 9th-12th grade
Middle School Student Council 6th-8th grade
Mock Trial Team 9th-12th grade
Model United Nations 9th-12th grade

Mountain Biking Team
Last weekend the team raced in beautiful
Grand Targhee and did really well as usual!
Only one more race in McCall before State!
Upcoming Races:
Sept 25, 2021- Jug Mountain Ranch, McCall
Oct 9, 2021-State Championship Race, Bogus

Movie Club 6th-12th grade
National Beta Club 9th-12th grade
Sole Kids K-6th grade
Ultimate Frisbee 9th-12th grade

Middle School Cross Country
We are having a great season, doing well and having a LOT of fun
too! Recently awesome coaches Mercer and Baker challenged
Sage staff to show up and "compete" against the team as a
surprise. Staff had their work cut out for them with these racers!
Next meet is Friday Sept 17, the Garden Valley Classic at Garden
Valley High School! Girls race at 4:00 and Boys at 4:30. Good luck
Team!

Rising Stars is back at Sage for an 8-week session of singing, hip hop

RISING STARS dancing, and acting! Anyone in grades 1st-11th is welcome!
Taught by professional choreographer, playwright, and
performer, Kerith Telestai, or as Sage kids call her, “Mrs. T."
Fridays: October 8, 15, 22, 29; November 5, 12; December 3, 10,
with a performance on the last day. Times depend on grade
level but can be found HERE.
Location: Sage playground
you can find all the details HERE. Want to
find out more about Rising Stars? Click
HERE. Have questions? E-mail Mrs. T. at
hiphoptelestai@gmail.com. Hope to see
your performer there!

