SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
October 7, 2021 Newsletter
A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Families and Staff of Forge and Sage International Schools,
Welcome back from the fall break. I hope that you all were able to find
some time to do things with your families and friends - and also to enjoy
the spectacular fall weather we have in Idaho.
Since March of 2020, the importance of schools and teachers has been on open display across
the country and the globe. Teachers and schools have always been important and this global
pandemic has heightened and illuminated the work that teachers do to ensure our children
have a safe, nurturing place to learn and grow. I am convinced that teachers, at Sage and Forge,
in Idaho, across our country, and in every country around the globe are engaged in work that is
of vital importance to our children and the strength of our communities - wherever they may be.
Tuesday, October 5th is World Teachers’ Day. Each year the United Nations celebrates teachers
and the foundational work they do to help children pursue their dreams and enjoy lives filled
with purpose and meaning. I encourage each of you to think of a teacher that inspired you,
supported you, and/or helped you believe that you could be successful and then share that
story with your child(ren), spouse, partner this week. Encourage your students to share their
stories with you.
This year, at both Forge and Sage, we are making every effort to ensure excellent learning and
growth for all of our students. To that end, we are doing everything we can to ensure that each
child has the maximum opportunity to engage with in-person learning. Our efforts continue to
be successful. We have ensured that 92-95% of our students are in class with their teachers every day.
Thank you, as always, for your support and confidence in Sage and Forge. We have incredible
teachers who continue to support and nurture children in the midst of very challenging
circumstances. Please reach out to your students’ teachers and thank them.
All the best,
Andy Johnson

OUR MISSION:
Sage International
School engages students
within AN inclusive IB
learning community,
challenging all members
to take risks and
contribute locally and
globally through openminded inquiry.

Mark your
Calendar:
Oct 7 - End of Quarter 1
Oct 7-8 - PYP Parent-Teacher
Conferences
Oct 18 - Fall Family Engagement
Night
Oct 21-22 - Secondary ParentTeacher Conferences
Nov 22-26 - Thanksgiving Break No School!

STAY
CONNECTED!
Other than this
newsletter, our website
is the best resource for
general info about Sage.
You can also find us on
Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter!

A Note from our Head of School, Kali Webb:

Greetings Sage Families!
For this newsletter, I am thrilled to present the FIRST Sage Spotlight
feature! This is something I will include throughout the year to feature
the amazing staff members that make Sage so successful day in and
day out! First up is....Mr. Diego Rodriguez!
Mr. Diego is in his first year at Sage International and is one of our extraordinary
Educational Assistants! Mr. Diego is one of the first people you see every single
morning at drop-off. He is always there early, greets every car and family, and
runs everywhere he goes! Mr. Diego greets each student with a warm hello,
keeps all our students safe, and keeps traffic moving efficiently. He truly
embodies the IB Attributes in all that he does!
Mr. Diego moved to the Boise area about 4 years ago from Orlando, Florida with
his wife and daughter. He has a Master's Degree in Graphic Design and Media,
and is interested in pursuing a career in education related to teaching art or language. As an
Educational Assistant, Mr. Diego is getting his foot in the door and getting a feel for what the
educational industry is like. He loves the IB Learners here at Sage and said he “loves the controlled
chaos” of school each day. Mr. Diego is definitely right about that, and he (along with our other
awesome ed assistants) is a major reason the chaos of running a school is so controlled!
Lastly, Mr. Diego shared that his favorite color is purple, his favorite food is rice and beans, he
enjoys watching Lord of the Rings, and one of his favorite books is Meditations by Marcus Aurelius.
It is my absolute privilege to introduce the Sage Community to Mr. Diego Rodriguez. Please wave
and say hello to him in the mornings! Thank you for your dedication and excellent service to the
Sage Community, Diego!

In service,
Ms. Kali Webb, Head of School
Sage International School of Boise

Nurse P's Health Corner:
Please Welcome Our New Health Assistant!
After 8 fast and furious weeks of identifying exposures and cases,
managing minor illnesses, and assigning quarantines we continue to
have data to show that we are not spreading covid on our campus. In
order to maintain this level of vigilance and to allow Nurse P to get back
somewhat to my usual duties we are bringing Jen Rabin, previously one of our amazing front desk
staff members, back as a Health Assistant to provide some much-needed help managing school
health. Jen will primarily work with Nurse P to track and follow up on student illnesses, Covid
exposures and cases. She will also help staff the nurse’s office from time to time. Jen may be reached
on her work cell 208-353-7126 or by email at jennifer.rabin@sageintl.org.

COVID-19 Vaccine Update for Ages 5-11:
Emergency authorization for COVID-19 vaccinations for ages 5-11 is expected
to be approved by the FDA soon. Please contact your doctor to discuss the
benefits and risks of this vaccine for your child. Those who receive the
COVID-19 vaccine suffer from less severe illness if infected and are not
required to quarantine, which means more time in school and less time off from work for parents.
For the latest information about the COVID-19 vaccine for ages 5-11 please check out this link to a
video shown on KTVB with Primary Health CEO, Dr. Peterman. Dr. Peterman’s portion begins at 1:12.

Hi Sage Parents,
I hope you and your family had a wonderful and safe fall break. I spent my time camping in the
mountains with my partner and my cute puppy, Sundance. It was so nice to see all the gorgeous
fall colors and to get some fresh air and blue skies.
I wanted to let you know that Sage has the opportunity to participate in an event
called Operation School Bell on October 11th during the school day. Operation
School Bell is an event that helps support K-6th grade students in need by
providing clothing and necessities.
The students who are chosen to participate will receive the following as long as sizes remain
available:
2 pairs of pants
6 pairs of socks
1 pair of tennis shoes
1 winter coat
1 kit containing a toothbrush,
1 sweatshirt
toothpaste, and other personal
2 tee shirts
care items
6 pairs of underwear
If you are interested in having your student participate, please email me and I will give you
further information. If you know a Sage family that might need the extra support, please feel free
to contact me. We have limited spots available and the deadline to sign up is this Thursday.
I appreciate all of you and I am thankful that we have a chance to participate
in this wonderful event. Thank you for helping to take care of our Sage Family.
Sincerely,
Ashley Rivers
ashley.rivers@sageintl.org
Hello,
We have an exciting opportunity for 7th, 8th, and 9th grade students! Through a partnership with
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Sage International, and PacificSource (our neighbors across the street),
we are collaborating to offer a program called Beyond School Walls. This one-to-one mentoring
program within the workplace offers students insight into potential career options while learning
through curriculum based-activities on how to prepare for the workplace. Look for more
information coming home with your student in the coming weeks!
The Pacific Northwest Association for College Admissions Counseling is hosting
a College Fair on Saturday, October 9th at Boise State University. Over 30
colleges will be in attendance. To sign up click here: Boise College Fair

The following colleges will be visiting Sage in October: Seton Hall, Washington State University,
Boise State, University of Portland, Pacific Northwest College of Art, University of Idaho, College of
Western Idaho, Idaho State University, The College of Idaho, University of
Montana, and Lewis-Clark State College. More colleges are added frequently check out our College & Career Readiness section on the Sage website for
more information!
In service,
Brittany Meduna
brittany.meduna@sageintl.org

Letters to Healthcare workers

Here at Sage we talk a lot about
"Inquiry-based" learning. You can
read here about an Inquiry-based
field trip with
our 4th grade
classes to learn
more and see it
in action!

Last month, Ms. Bu and her K-4 Art students
worked VERY hard on some heartfelt letters
and cards for our healthcare workers with
the theme of "Lifting a heavy heart". Sage
was able to deliver over 500 amazing
personal notes to the VA Hospital and St.
Luke's. We received WONDERFUL feedback
that they brought so much joy to them! We
even heard back from one, much to our (and
that student's) excitement! Way to be caring
Sage PYP Students, 5th grade is writing
letters to be sent out soon as well!

The 3rd Grade presented to the other classes and 1st grade about their unit
project on "Where We Are in Place and Time". Each student researched an
ancestor and when and why they immigrated to the US. Each made a poster
to represent that place, and the "push and pull" factors that brought them
here. The timeline on the wall represented each ancestor and how they
arrived...by boat, airplane, or car. It was amazing to see the time span from
the 1600s to just recently! Thanks for sharing 3rd graders!

MIDDLE SCHOOL AT SAGE:
Students returned from fall break this week to a
new schedule and it's been GREAT! A HUGE
shoutout to Mr. Parker, Ms. Henderson, Ms.
Johnson, and Ms. Young for the MANY hours spent
last week preparing for a smooth transition for all.

Mark your calendar!
Fall Middle School Spirit Week is Oct 25-28th,
concluding with an outdoor Dance on
Thursday, October 28!
Our awesome
Student Council led
by Mrs. Johnson put
on a really fun,
SAFE, and
community-building
movie night last month! They watched the
classic "Goonies" and we were so happy to see
how many of our middle schoolers took part!

HIGH SCHOOL AT SAGE:
Dear Sage High School Families,
Congratulations, you have made it through the first quarter of this year! That
means it is a great time for you to be checking in with your high schooler about
their progress so far this school year. Quarter 1 progress grades will be posted
in Skyward later this month. I will send out a communication to all high school families once the
date approaches.
The PSAT/NMSQT will take place next Wednesday, October 13th. All 10th graders and 11th
graders who have registered will take the test. You can support your Sage student by making sure
that they get a good night’s sleep and have breakfast the morning of. I will send an email to 10th
and 11th-grade families with details about what to expect on test day.
Parent/Teacher conferences will take place virtually this year on October 21st and 22nd. If your
student is at risk of failing, you will be invited to attend a Google Meet or Zoom meeting to discuss
how we can best support your student. I will send a detailed email to all high school parents as the
date approaches. Additionally, if your child is at risk of failing, our staff will reach out to you directly
to schedule your virtual conference.
In the meantime, please feel free to reach out to me with any questions.
In service,
Brandy Fitzwater
PLEASE let us know if your student will not be present at school for any reason. Email
attendance at attendance@sageinternationalschool.org or call 208-343-7243 and
press option 1. Clearly state your student's first and last name, GRADE, and reason
for absence. Email is the best way to ensure we get the correct information and
spelling. If their absence is due to potential Covid-19 symptoms or exposure, please
specify that in your message. THANK YOU!

Current Clubs/Activities
Click for more information about each:
Art Club 9th-12th grade
Gardening Club 6th-8th grade
Gardening Club 9th-12th grade
Gay Straight Alliance 6th-8th grade
Girls on the Run 3rd-5th grade
Green Club 9th-12th grade
Middle School Student Council 6th-8th grade
Mock Trial Team 9th-12th grade
Model United Nations 9th-12th grade
Movie Club 6th-12th grade
National Beta Club 9th-12th grade
Rising Stars 1st-11th grade
Sole Kids K-6th grade
Ultimate Frisbee 9th-12th grade

Sage is hiring for Human Resource
Specialist, Part-Time IT Support, Front Desk
Reception, Paraprofessional, and Custodian!
Varying calendars, ALL great opportunities
and great schedules. A unique opportunity if
you value days off with your Sage student!
Come join our team, find out more HERE.

Middle School Cross Country
The inaugural season was a
success and we are so proud
of all our athletes! Thank you
to our coaches, and a special
thanks to Sage parent Brian
Bothwell for this very cool
video of their last
meet...enjoy!

RISING STARS

Mountain Biking Team

Congratulations to our team
for a great job at the Jug
Mountain Race! Sage 11th
grader Mahika Peterson
placed FIRST in varsity, way to
go! The State Championship
Race is at Bogus on October
9th, come cheer them on!

Rising Stars is back starting THIS FRIDAY at Sage for an 8-week session
of singing, hip hop dancing, and acting! Students in grades 1st-11th are
welcome!
Taught by professional choreographer, playwright, and
performer, Kerith Telestai, or as Sage kids call her, “Mrs. T."
Fridays: October 8, 15, 22, 29; November 5, 12; December 3, 10,
with a performance on the last day. Times depend on grade level
but can be found HERE.
Location: Sage playground
You can find all the details HERE. E-mail Mrs. T. with any
questions at hiphoptelestai@gmail.com.

After a summer filled with 100 degree days,
probably the last thing on everyone’s minds is the
upcoming snow race season at Bogus Basin. Last
winter everyone I spoke to was so disappointed

about having to cancel last season’s races because of Covid, so fingers crossed we are getting
geared up for the new season.
We have been told Bogus will have new asphalted parking lots, along with parking lot webcams to
see where there are most spaces before you set off. In addition, they are doubling the water/snow
spray capacity to cover even more area. They have three new snowcats for improved grooming
and I’ve heard the race program will have its own heated facility on the old tennis court area at
Pioneer for what promises to be an exciting return to racing.
As we get closer to Thanksgiving Austin and I will begin sending out newsletters with all the
relevant registration information but for now mark your calendars for the race dates:
Saturday Race Schedule:
1st race - 01/08/2022
2nd race - 01/15/2022
3rd race - 01/22/2022
4th race - 01/29/2022

5th race - 02/05/2022
6th race - 02/12/2022
High School Dotty Clark - 02/17/2022 (Thur)
Middle School Dotty Clark - 02/18/2022 (Fri)

Click HERE for more information. If you know anyone interested in joining our gun team, they can
email Austin or me. Remember, you don’t need to e an expert as there are categories for novice,
intermediate, and expert for junior high and high schoolers.
Chris & Austin,
Sage High & Middle School Snow Team Advisors
Chris.marshall@sageintl.org and Austin.weeks@sageintl.org

