SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

October 19, 2021 Newsletter
A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Families and Staff of Forge and Sage International Schools,
I hope that you are all well and that your extended families and friend
groups are well. Fall is my favorite time of the year and the changes in
the light, temperature, and scenery often cause me to reflect on the course of the year. This year
is no exception. Over the last two-three weeks, I’ve managed to read two very different and very
engaging books - the first was entertaining and transported me to a world entirely of the
author’s imagination. The other book was a deeply scholarly and empathetic investigation of one
discrete moment during the Holocaust that also transported me to another, far darker time. I
believe that reading is fundamental to a rich and rewarding experience at school and to a life of
opportunities and richness after school.
We are striving at both of our schools to ensure strong fundamental reading skills for our
students. Please take full advantage of conferences to touch base with your child’s(ren’s)
teachers and learn about their progress and what you can do to support them at home. I’ve
included three resources, aimed primarily at Pre-School through Grade 3 parents that provide
great resources that you can use to support your child.
https://improvingliteracy.org/family
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/everyday-steps-reading-and-writing
https://www.lplearningcenter.org/kindergarten-and-first-grade-resources/
Finally, we’ve spent some time looking at reading growth as measured by the Measures of
Academic Progress. For the period of September 2019 to September 2020, our students (overall)
experienced significant losses in growth in mathematics and reading - an experience shared by a
vast majority of students across America. This week we looked at a new set of data for the period
of September 2020 to September 2021. We saw significant, positive growth at both schools in
both reading and mathematics. Great news!
We will continue to strive to ensure all of our students at both Sage and Forge have every
opportunity to learn, grow and know that they are in communities that care
deeply about them.
All the best,
Andy Johnson

OUR MISSION:
Sage International School engages
students within AN inclusive IB learning
community, challenging all members to
take risks and contribute locally and
globally through open-minded inquiry.

STAY CONNECTED!
Other than this newsletter, our website is
the best resource for general info about
Sage. You can also find us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter!

A Note from our Head of School, Kali Webb:
Happy Fall Sage Families!
I hope you are all enjoying the change in season and fall colors in the Treasure
Valley as much as I am! Idaho is absolutely stunning this time of year!
We have many exciting things happening on campus right now, from dances and harvest festivals
to field trips and the PSAT. Our team is working hard to engage students in meaningful ways and
challenge them in their learning experiences. Additionally, today we will be pushing out a series of
videos for our Fall Family Engagement virtual event, see link below. Teachers and staff have
created fun and helpful videos related to strategies you can use at home with your children. A
successful and meaningful educational experience for students relies on great teachers providing
excellent instruction AND parents staying engaged and supporting their children in the home
setting. We truly believe in the power of teamwork, and I encourage all of you to look through the
various videos and use some of the strategies and techniques provided by our amazing team of
educators. It is also helpful to look at other grade levels, especially above and below your child’s
grade, to see what they are working towards as well as what foundational skills they should have.
With all of us supporting our IB Learners each and every day, we open the door to a multitude of
future possibilities and opportunities.
Thank you for your continued support and engagement with the Sage Community. This is truly
the best community around!
In service,
Ms. Kali Webb, Head of School
Sage International School of Boise

Sage Fall Family Engagement
As we've mentioned, we would love to have the Fall Family
Engagement Night in person, but for everyone's safety, we are inviting
our parents to engage virtually. Your child’s education is a team effort!
While we provide them with a rich and rigorous curriculum at school,
you are an integral part of their education. We are excited to share
some ideas with you that can help your student thrive. Please take
some time to review the resources the Sage Team has put together in
this Fall Family Engagement Presentation! Enjoy!

Mark your
Calendar:

Oct 21-22 - High School
(9-12) Parent-Teacher
Conferences
Oct 28 - Middle School
Dance
Nov 4-5 - Middle School
(6-8) Parent- Teacher
Conferences
Nov 22-26 - Thanksgiving
Break - No School!

Students are allowed to dress in costumes
on Thursday, October 28th. However, please
be mindful of the following rules:
Costumes must be school-appropriate
(use your best common-sense judgment.
If you're unsure, don't do it.)
Sage school dress code still applies.
No costume masks. At least 50% of their face must be free
of costume makeup or material (per state requirements we
must be able to identify them) Protective masks over the
nose and mouth will still be required as usual.
No weapons or look-alike weapons of any kind are allowed.
For students who choose to participate, the goal is to have
fun and be school-appropriate!

Nurse P's Health Corner:
COVID-19 Vaccines for Ages 5-11 Potentially Available in November:
Watch the news for information about emergency authorization for
COVID-19 vaccines for ages 5-11. If you have questions about whether
the vaccine is recommended for your child, please contact your

healthcare provider. Vaccinated students, who are exposed but do not develop any symptoms, DO
NOT have to quarantine.
Keeping Kids Home With Symptoms of Illness:
Students with symptoms of illness, especially multiple symptoms, should be kept
at home until symptom-free (or at least very mild and well-controlled) for 24 hrs.
To continue with in-person learning we must protect our students and staff not only
from contracting Covid-19 but other minor illnesses as well. Our staff is particularly
vulnerable because they work with so many students and subs are critically limited. We appreciate
everyone doing their part by conducting daily health screenings before sending students to school.
How to Report Absences & COVID-19 Exposures or Cases:
For absences due to minor illness, appointments, or for other reasons please email our attendance
staff at attendance@sageinternationalschool.org or call 208-343-7243 and press 1. Always provide
your child’s full name and grade. To report a COVID-19 exposure or positive case please notify the
attendance staff by email or phone AND our health team (Nurse P & Jen Rabin, Health Assistant)
at health@sageintl.org. Please keep students home with any concerning symptoms consistent
with Covid-19 (CDC Covid-19 Symptom Checker), for direct exposure to a positive case, if they have
a pending test after a known exposure, and especially if they tested positive for Covid-19. If you are
notifying the school outside school hours you will be contacted on the next school day.

Food Pantry Items Needed:

The food pantry is in need of plastic forks, individually packaged jerky,
Nutri-Grain Breakfast Bars, Ramen Cup Noodles - Chicken or Beef,
individually packaged crackers, and bottled water. We are so
thankful for our generous Sage community and truly appreciate all
the donations we have received and continue to receive!

COUNSELORS
O Hi Sage Parents and Guardians,
R
I wanted to let you know that Sage will have a school-wide focus on CARING during the month
N of November. Caring is one of our IB Attributes and is something that we hope to magnify in
E our school community this month. We are going to be focusing on caring for ourselves, caring
others, caring for our school, and caring for the world. Students will have a chance to
R for
report ways they have been caring and they will be able to recognize when others practice

caring. We will also have special activities focused on caring throughout the month, including a
30-day challenge with a chance to win prizes, a caring spirit week, and a donation drive. We
hope that you and your kiddos will talk about ways to care as a family and I encourage you to
ask your students what they are doing and what acts of kindness and caring they saw or did
each day.
You can find a calendar of November with each day's focus HERE. Thank
you for caring!
Sincerely,
Ashley Rivers
ashley.rivers@sageintl.org

Hello Sage families,
The college visits at Sage during
Advisory/Wheelhouse have been
going great! Students have been
asking meaningful questions and
showing respect to all of our
visitors. We have a few more visits
coming up for the rest of October
and into November. Encourage
your student(s) to visit with the
Admission counselors and ask
questions about how the college
can help them further their
education after
high school!
Noticing an increase in stress with
your child(ren)? Try some of these
strategies to help manage and
relieve stress!
In Service,
Brittany Meduna
brittany.meduna@sageintl.org

Bonjour! Sage International School is excited
to announce that our trip to Québec
Canada will happen this Spring break, April
9-13, 2022 with Uniropa and we want YOU
to be a part of the adventure!
Come experience 5 days and 4 nights in the city of beautiful Old Québec, the closest "European"
town in North America. You'll eat like a local, bike along the St. Lawrence river, take a ferry ride,
visit the military barracks and royal palace, take a cooking class and participate in an evening
ghost tour!
Come hear all about the adventures that await you at an informational lunch meeting on
Wednesday, October 20th in Mme Jones' room, 114 in the Everest Building. We'll discuss the
cost, itinerary, and distribute application forms. Please note that this is an international trip that
will require a passport and that all participants be fully vaccinated prior to departure. We hope
to see on the 20th in room 114 to learn more! An informational Zoom meeting with parents and
a Uniropa representative will be scheduled for later in October or early November.
Stay tuned! à bientôt!

A Note from PYP Director, Eric Wakild:
Dear Sage PYP (K-5) parents and guardians,
As an International Baccalaureate (IB) school, we ask that all
members of our community engage in international-mindedness. In this message, I outline some
strategies for you to use at home and encourage you to come up with your own ways to be
internationally-minded at home. Please reach out if you have any questions:
1. Take out a world map or globe. Describe to your student your past travels, either with your
student or trips you took before you had your student. Describe the culture of where you went how were things the same as in the US? How are they different? What is unique about where you
went? Let them ask you open-ended questions.
2. Looking at the same map, ask your student where they would like to go in the world if they
could go anywhere. Ask them why they chose that place. What interests them? What would they
wonder about before they went? What would life look like there?
3. Ask your student to get to know another student from a different culture in their class. What
country did they come from? What do they like to play? What is their family structure?

4. Take your student to a different ethnic
market here in town, be a risk-taker yourself!
Buy some food and try it. Talk about what
language(s) they speak and practice a couple
of words.
Again, feel free to promote internationalmindedness in your own fashion and please
let me know any creative ideas that I can
pass on to our community. Thank you
parents and guardians for being active
participants in your child's IB education.
In service,
Eric

MIDDLE SCHOOL AT SAGE:
Spirit Week is next week! We will have dress-up days
each day, and we hope your student can join us for
the DANCE on Thursday the 28th! We are looking for
donations of the following items as decorations for
the dance, you can drop them off at either front desk
or send them with your student! THANK YOU!
Black Trash bags
Black paper
Creepy cloth
Spider
webs/Cobwebs
Glow in the dark
chalk
Fog machine
Caution tape
Glow tape

Halloween lights
Glow paint
Foam balls
Sheets
Balloons ( Orangepurple-green )
Glow sticks
Any additional
Halloween
decorations

HIGH SCHOOL AT SAGE:
Dear High School Families:
Sage High School Parent/Teacher Conferences are this week. They will take
place virtually on Thursday, October 21st from 5:30-7:30 pm and Friday,
October 22nd from 10:00am-12:00pm. For this event, parents will be invited to meet with
teachers if their student is at risk of failing. Parents will receive an email from a teacher inviting
them to a 20-minute conference. If families do not hear directly from Sage faculty to schedule a
meeting, they are welcome to reach out to schedule a conference. Quarter grades will be posted
in Skyward by the end of this month. But in the meantime, if you are curious about your high
schoolers' grades, please check Managebac or email their teachers directly. Thank you!

Clubs, Activities and Sports
Currently active at Sage
Click on each for more info!

Art Club 9th-12th grade
Board Game Club 9th-12th grade
Dance Committee 9th-12th grade
Gardening Club 6th-8th grade
Gardening Club 9th-12th grade
Girls on the Run 3rd-5th grade
Green Club 9th-12th grade
Middle School Student Council 6th8th grade
Mock Trial Team 9th-12th grade
Model United Nations 9th-12th grade
Movie Club 6th-12th grade
National Beta Club 9th-12th grade
Rising Stars 1st-11th grade
Ski & Snowboard Team
Sole Kids K-6th grade
Ultimate Frisbee 9th-12th grade
Yearbook Club 6th-12th grade

Please check out the latest Snow Team
Newsletter and the links below to register
for the upcoming season!
How to Register for the Team:
The following forms are required for
students to participate. Payment can be
submitted to Mr. Weeks or either of the Sage
front desks.
1. Complete the Bogus Basin Registration Deadline is December 3.
2. Complete the Risk Waiver form - Deadline
is December 8.
3.Complete the Sage Ski & Snowboard
Application - Deadline is December 8.
4. Pay the $12 activity fee by the end of the
day on December 8. Checks can be made
out to Sage International School.

Congratulations to the Sage
Mountain Biking Team for an
amazing season! Our team placed an
amazing 3rd overall in Division 2!
Also a special shoutout to 11th
grader Mahika Peterson for taking
FIRST place for Varsity in the Idaho
State championships! Sage ROCKS!

