SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

November 16, 2021 Newsletter
A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Veterans Day. It is a day heavy with meaning in my family, among the staff at our
schools and, I’m sure, in your families. I was a bit overwhelmed by the efforts our
staff and students made to honor and remember veterans last week - letter
writing, assemblies, notes to staff, poster making, wreaths of poppies, singing,
recitations of poems such as John McCrae’s In Flanders Fields and stopping to
trade stories of veterans we know. These observances always cause me to think
back on my own experiences in Iraq but they also draw me inexorably back to
Flanders and World War One - the war whose end gave us the observance of Veterans Day. I
know that people, on all sides of that war, sincerely hoped that it truly was the war to end all wars.
Less than 20 years after WWI ended, an even more destructive war took place - this time to defeat
fascism. In 1948, a person named Marie-Therese Maurette, the Head of School at the
International School of Geneva, gave a speech before UNESCO that called for the creation of
schools that would encourage children to think instead of acting rashly from emotion; to strive for
bilingualism; to develop a broad and deep understanding of history; to collaborate with people of
different cultural outlooks and to contribute locally and globally as citizens of the world. What she
proposed is now the International Baccalaureate. Her hope in that speech was to promote
education that would increase understanding, build bridges between people and nations, and
ensure the good of all humanity - noble stuff that is all reflected in our mission statement of:
The Sage International Network of Schools engages students within an inclusive IB learning community,
challenging all members to take risks and contribute locally and globally through open-minded inquiry.
Thank you for being part of a wonderful community that embraces this mission and the
International Baccalaureate.
All the best,
Andy Johnson

A Note from our Head of School, Kali Webb:
Greetings Sage Families,
In honor of Veterans Day, I would like to honor our Sage Veterans in this
newsletter. Additionally, thank you to all in our Sage Community who have
served or are serving - we are grateful for your sacrifice!
Special thanks to Major (Ret) Andy Johnson (Network Executive Director). He has shown
tremendous courage and bravery on and off the battlefield, and I am humbled to serve our
community with him. His service in the military is part of what makes him a great addition to our
Sage team. Thank you for your service, Andy.
Special thanks to JJ Alley (High School Math Teacher), who served as Captain in the Air Force for 5
years. JJ worked as an aeronautical engineer and conducted operational tests on B-2 Bombers as
well as developmental testing on weapons. She also met her husband in the service and then they
both moved to Idaho for her husband to fly at Mt. Home AFB. Thank you for your service, JJ. We are
so glad to have you as part of the Sage Family!
Special thanks to Diego Rodriguez (Educational Assistant and EL Instructor), who served in the
Security Forces (Military Police) in the Air Force as an Airman First Class. Diego worked to provide
high level security for the Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, CO, including, among other things,

ensuring the airstrip was always clear for any kind of military landings. Diego served 4 years total
and is now a valuable member of our Sage Community. We are so glad you joined us, and thank
you for your service Diego!
In closing, we have one more week before the much needed Thanksgiving Break. We are honored
to continue serving your children and families, and we have some great community building
activities planned leading up to the break. Please remember to keep following all health and safety
protocols, mask up, and stay safe!
Kali Webb, Head of School
Sage International School of Boise

ON:
I
S
S
I
M
OUR

Sage International School engages students within
AN inclusive IB learning community, challenging all members to

take risks and contribute locally and globally through open-minded inquiry.

STAY CONNECTED!
Other than this newsletter, our website is
the best resource for general info about
Sage. You can also find us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter!

Mark your Calendar:

November 22-26 - Thanksgiving
Break - No School!
December 20-31 - Holiday Break - No School!
January 13 - End of 1st Semester
January 17 - MLK Jr. Day- no school!
The 2022-202 School Year Calendar has
been approved and can be found HERE!

The Sage Book
Fair is This Week!
November 15-18
Daily 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Students and families are welcome to come
shop Monday-Thursday! We accept cash,
check, and cards. Get your holiday shopping
done, and as a bonus all proceeds benefit
the Sage Library!

As 2021 draws to an end, many families spend
some extra time looking into various charities
they would like to support. As a non-profit
School of Choice, we hope you and your
family will consider Sage in your gift-giving
this year! Did you know that you can receive a
dollar-for-dollar Idaho Tax Credit for 50% of
the amount you donate to Sage? (Credit
limited to $1,000 if filing jointly.) So, if you
donate $2,000 it only actually costs you
$1,000! With our annual "Mind the Gap"
fundraising campaign, we look to our Sage
families to help us bridge the gap between the
educational funding we receive (some of the
lowest in the nation), and what it actually costs
to run our top-notch K-12 IB World school.
This year our goal is $100,000, which amounts
to about $100 per student. We are at nearly
$14k and could use your help! We know that
circumstances are different for every family,
especially during this past year and a half, so
we just ask that if you are able...you consider
giving Sage a gift in any amount that feels
right for your family. We invite you to read
more about our Mind the Gap Annual
Campaign HERE.

Thank you for your support!

Nurse P's Health Corner:
It’s Time to Get Caught Up on Well Checks for All Students KG12th! Many families and doctor’s offices delayed well check visits
because of Covid-19. Now is the time to start getting back on track.
With 2022 right around the corner, make an early resolution to get
caught up and call today to make an appointment. Please make
make sure your student is up-to-date on their immunizations and remember that immunization
requirements are not just for our youngest students. There are additional vaccinations required
for 7th and 12th grades and other vaccinations like HPV, flu and Covid-19 that may be
recommended before or between the upper grades, so please get your middle and high
schoolers in for their well-child exams as well.

NOW WIDELY AVAILABLE: COVID-19 Vaccine for Ages 5-11
Local healthcare providers and pharmacies are accepting appointments for children
ages 5-11 to receive the Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine. Please consult with your doctor to
determine if the Covid-19 vaccine is recommended for your child(ren).
Keeping Kids Home With Symptoms of Illness:
Students with symptoms of illness, especially multiple symptoms, should be kept at home until
symptom free (or at least very mild and well controlled) for 24 hrs. To continue with in-person
learning we must protect our students and staff not only from contracting Covid-19 but other
minor illnesses as well. Our staff is particularly vulnerable because they work with so many
students and subs are critically limited. We appreciate everyone doing their part by conducting
daily health screenings before sending students to school.
Absences & COVID-19 Exposure/Case Reporting:
For absences due to minor illness, appointments or for other reasons please email
our attendance staff at attendance@sageintl.org or call 208-343-7243 and select
Option 1. Always provide your child’s full name and grade. To report a COVID-19 exposure
or positive case please notify the attendance staff by email or phone AND our health team
(Nurse P & Jen Rabin, Health Assistant) at health@sageintl.org. Please keep students home with
any concerning symptoms consistent with Covid-19, for direct exposure to a positive case, if
they have a pending test after a known exposure, and especially if they tested positive for
Covid-19. If you are notifying school outside school hours you will be contacted on the next
school day. Please use the CDC Symptom “Self-Checker” for guidance.

Food Pantry Items Needed:

Immunization exemptions are allowed, in accordance with Idaho Code 39-4802, and include medical, religious,
and ‘other’ exemptions. Parents/guardians may check the ‘Religious/Other’ exemption provided on the
immunization requirements form or may include a signed written statement regarding religious/other exemptions.

Food Pantry

We cannot stress enough the importance that your student bring
a WATER BOTTLE to school every single day, we go through dozens
of plastic water bottles every day for students who don't have one! !
WOW - Thank you for the generous donations we have received from
so many families...you are doing an amazing job keeping our food pantry
stocked, and it's a GREAT lesson for our students during "Caring November"!

Our needs often grow and change and currently we need bottled water (see above -bring a
bottle!) and individually packaged: Goldfish crackers, jerky, crackers, and Mott’s fruit-flavored
snacks. You can drop them off at either front desk, or you can purchase from our Sage
Amazon Wishlist and have them shipped directly to us! We are so thankful for our generous
Sage community and truly appreciate all the donations we continue to receive. Be sure when
shopping on Amazon this season to make Sage your Amazon Smile beneficiary!

COUNSELORS CORNER
Hi Sage Family,
We have been enjoying a wonderful Caring November here at school and
we are thankful for your support. I am so proud to be part of the Caring
Sage Community. Here are some highlights:
The Sage Community presented a banner to Boise Towne Square Mall
after the devastating events that took place. 4th-grade student, Ellie, had
the idea to create a banner to show support, and we had our whole
school sign it!
Sage classrooms combined to do reading
buddies! 5th-grade students read to
Kindergarten students, 4th-grade students read
to 1st graders, and 2nd and 3rd graders read to
each other. It was a success, and some teachers
have decided to keep the buddy system going!
Sage classes combined to create Thank You
cards for Veterans. We are so grateful for
these amazing men and women and
welcomed the opportunity to honor and
thank them. We were able to deliver LOADS
of cards to the VA Center in Boise!
Sage students spent all week signing Thank You cards
for different Sage staff in the building. We have such
an amazing team here and so many people who help
our community run smoothly and happily. We are very
lucky! We will be presenting those cards this week.

Sage students drew and wrote Caring
messages with sidewalk chalk during
their breaks. They created some
fabulous artwork and enjoyed the time
spent playing and creating together.

We appreciate you and hope that you continue to have a month full of caring and gratitude!
Remember to encourage your students to complete the Caring Challenge and turn
it in by the end of the month to Mrs. Rivers! You can see the rest of the month's
activities here, including Caring for your Family next week!
Sincerely,
Ashley Rivers
The Idaho State Department of Education is providing free, online QPR (Question, Persuade and
Refer) Gatekeeper Training for Suicide Prevention to Idahoans (ages 18 and over) who interact
with students at home or at school! This includes all members of a school’s community: educators,
parents, grandparents, school staff, staff at youth organizations, coaches, and more! The training
only takes 1-2 hours to complete. Get started here. We want as many caring adults as possible
prepared and trained to connect students with support and resources! Thank you for taking the
time to complete this course which will help our community protect and support our youth.

PYP AT SAGE:
Have you ever wondered what the International
Baccalaureate (IB) is really about, what it looks like in
action, or how you can support it at home? When we use
terms like inquiry, agency, exhibition, central ideas, selfassessment, attributes……...these concepts can seem
foreign without some background. I would highly encourage
you to check out this link to learn more about the PYP
program. Click “See Playlist” and there you
can search for different topics, or watch short videos
about aspects of the PYP and what we strive to do
at Sage. We thank you for your engagement in your
student's IB education at home!

S
D I A DRE TLOOS
MUE

Ms. Bu's wonderful annual art exhibit is hung at Zero Six Coffee across
the street from Sage, through the end of November! Featuring
AMAZING sugar skull artwork by our PYP students. They even have a
coloring book for sale by donation, you don't want to miss it!

MIDDLE SCHOOL AT SAGE:
As we roll into Thanksgiving Break I wanted to share some resources with you.
Several years ago we brought in two documentaries (Screenagers) to help parents
and their students manage their use and reliance on technology.
The author/creator, Delany Ruston M.D., shares a regular "Tech Tuesday" advice to support
parents. I felt the most recent posting (see here) would be a good tool to help parents as we
move into the holiday season.
Following Thanksgiving Break you can expect an announcement from me to
kick off our 4th Annual Sage Giving Tree. This event is an opportunity for Sage
to support our own families who are in extra need of assistance this year.

November 15th-18th we are having a canned food drive competition by grade
level, the grade that gathers the most earns 10 points towards an advisory
competition. Bring your (non-expried ;) pantry-stable items to contribute!

HIGH SCHOOL AT SAGE:
It is College Application season and Sage seniors are deep in this process. This
means that acceptance letters will start trickling in and we want to celebrate
our seniors! If you receive word of a college acceptance that you wish to
celebrate, please reach out to Brandy Fitzwater and we would love to feature
your Sage student in our newsletter.
Congratulations to
Skyler Amai for his
admission to
University of
Oregon! Skyler is
known throughout
the entire campus.
Skyler is a DP Course
Candidate. He works
for Esage, is Student
Council President, and is majorly involved in
Sage News. He brings great energy to our
community and we are so excited for him to
head off to Eugene, Oregon this summer.
Lifetouch will
be on campus
on December
1st for Senior
Photos! Stay
tuned for
more info.

Congratulations to
artist Ava Balderrama
for her admission to
Rocky Mountain
College of Art and
Design! Ava is a CP
student and has
flourished since
joining Sage at the
beginning of her 11th
grade year. She is an
extremely gifted artist and we are over the
moon that she got into her dream school
in Denver, CO. Oh, the places you’ll go!

The High School Student Council is holding a food drive,
now through November 18th. Each class is competing to
see who can donate the most food per capita, and the
winning grade will earn a prize. In the past we've donated
over 300 lbs of food to the Idaho Food Bank. Hopefully this year we
can set a new record. The buckets are located inside the high school
(Summit) building and are labeled for each grade. Thank you!

Thursday, November 18th is our PTO-sponsored Thanksgiving Feast and Humanitarian Day
for 6-12th grades! This is a special event made possible by the support of parents who bring
and serve food so that students can enjoy a Thanksgiving meal with Sage staff. Following
lunch, a variety of activities allow students to give back in some manner to our school and our
local community along with their teachers. THANK YOU to all the parents who have signed
up to bring items and/or volunteer for this great event, we will have people collecting
items at drop-off in the morning. All volunteers will be subject to health and safety
screening. There are just a couple of spots left if you would still like to sign up
HERE, and you can direct any questions to gwenmhernandez@hotmail.

Idaho State DePartment of Education Advanced Opportunities:

If your 7-12 grade student is interested in taking some dual-credit or curriculum overload courses
that Sage does not offer, there may be funding through the State Department of Education for you.
Idaho State Department of Education staff will be providing free webinars to share information
about Advanced Opportunities and how to navigate the program! Webinars are scheduled for Nov.
16 and Jan. 11 (at 7 pm MT both days).
Register HERE for Nov. 16 webinar
Register HERE for Jan. 11 webinar
Find out how your family can take advantage of this great benefit!

Nov 20th: Team
fundraiser at
Truffles Etc.
in downtown Meridian! Proceeds
from sales will be donated
toward their expenses. Drop-in
and treat yourself to some local
artisanal chocolates, ice cream,
espresso, and other handmade
specialties to support the team!
Students and the mock trial
instructor will be there from 4:00
- 6:00 p.m. to meet students and
parents. See you there!
We still have a few
Sage masks for sale in
case you missed the
Spirit Store last week!
We will be hosting a Red Cross blood
drive on December 14th from 8:30 AM 1:30 PM in the Everest cafeteria. Parents,
teachers, and students can sign up on
the American Red Cross website through
the sponsor code: SageBoise. Here is a
link to the code as well, thank you!

Clubs, Activities and Sports
Currently active at Sage
Click on each for more info!

Art Club 9th-12th grade
Board Game Club 9th-12th grade
Dance Committee 9th-12th grade
Gardening Club 6th-8th grade
Gardening Club 9th-12th grade
Girls on the Run 3rd-5th grade
Green Club 9th-12th grade
Middle School Student Council 6th8th grade
Mock Trial Team 9th-12th grade
Model United Nations 9th-12th grade
Movie Club 6th-12th grade
National Beta Club 9th-12th grade
Rising Stars 1st-11th grade
Ski & Snowboard Team
Sole Kids K-6th grade
Ultimate Frisbee 9th-12th grade
Yearbook Club 6th-12th grade

You can purchase them here. All items will be ready
for pickup in early December!
Students in Grades 6-12
interested in joining the
Sage Snow Team!
Join us for a Parent information night November
18th at 6:00 at Sage to learn more, you can find
the details HERE. Deadline for registration is Dec 3!

Friday Bogus Basin
Program Returns!
Come and join us for Bogus Basin's fantastic "Life
Sports" program. In this 3-week enrichment
program offered through Sage, your child will
complete a 1.5-hour group lesson, along with
receiving a day lift ticket and equipment rental.
After their lesson, they will have 2 hours of ski
time to practice their skills. Sage provides a ride
from Sage to Bogus Basin and back, along with
limited supervision.
3 Fridays: January 7th, January 21st and
February 11th
Students in 3rd grade and up who are selfsufficient on skis
Cost: $200 for 3-week session with Lessons
and Rentals, $175 for 3-week session with
Lessons Only
Click HERE for more information, deadline to
register is December 10th!

