SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
May 12, 2022 Newsletter
A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Parents and Staff of Forge and Sage International Schools,
We are incredibly grateful for your support over the course of this year. We
began the year with a steadfast commitment to maximizing in-person learning.
We believe that our collective efforts - the efforts of teachers, parents, students,
leaders, nurses, support staff, and bus drivers - all of us, have ensured that we were in school
learning together. Our approach ensured that over the course of the year we were able to
maintain an average of over 90% daily attendance. We know that our efforts contributed to
making up some of the learning loss incurred since March of 2020 and will continue to pay
benefits for many of our children for years to come.
As we approach the end of an extraordinary year, I want to encourage you to continue learning
and growing over the summer. Our summer is by design, relatively short. Nonetheless, I
encourage all families to enjoy their summer together AND to take every opportunity to learn
together.
Engage your child’s natural curiosity and explore their interests together.
Some examples of activities you might try: Set up scavenger hunts around the
neighborhood or town, learn to use the bus system together as you explore
Boise and the Valley, go camping and learn the names of constellations, visit
the Discovery Center, the Foothills Learning Center, the MK Nature Center,
the Idaho History Museum, the military museum on Gowan Field, Minidoka,
or do a backyard or neighborhood plant, animal and insect survey.
Consider extending and reinforcing your child’s progress in mathematics and
reading as well. I encourage you to set up and maintain routines over the summer.
Work with your child to set goals for mathematics, reading and writing over the
summer. Khan Academy offers ways for you to get customized practice in
mathematics by entering your child’s MAP scores (ask your child’s teacher for these) or by
working through Khan Academy’s customized SAT practice (10th and 11th Graders). Another
suggestion for parents and children interested in exploring college and career options: sign up
for the College Board’s Big Future.
For high school students students and parents interested in exploring the globe and learning
languages, consider the State Department-sponsored National Security Language InitiativeYouth. This is a competitive program that sends high school students on an all-expenses-paid
six-week summer immersive language and culture experience. Applications are due in the Fall
of 2022 for the summer of 2023. Incoming 10th through 12th Graders can apply. (Both of my
children did this. My son went to Tajikistan and my daughter to Taiwan…happy to answer
questions.)
All the best,
Andy Johnson
Executive Director

sion:
Our Mis

Sage International School engages students within an inclusive IB learning community,
challenging all members to take risks and contribute locally and globally through open-minded inquiry.

A Message from Head of School, Kali Webb:
Greetings Sage Families! This Newsletter is packed with so much information
that I want to share some beautiful words as we begin the busy transition
into summer! Don’t forget to pause and listen, breathe, smell, see, feel…it’s
going to fly by!
-Kali Webb, Head of School
‘Invitation’ by Mary Oliver
Oh do you have time
to linger
for just a little while
out of your busy

and not for the sake of winning
but for sheer delight and gratitude –
believe us, they say,
it is a serious thing

and very important day
for the goldfinches
that have gathered
in a field of thistles

just to be alive
on this fresh morning
in the broken world.
I beg of you,

for a musical battle,
to see who can sing
the highest note,
or the lowest,

do not walk by
without pausing
to attend to this
rather ridiculous performance.

or the most expressive of mirth,
or the most tender?
Their strong, blunt beaks
drink the air

It could mean something.
It could mean everything.
It could be what Rilke meant, when he wrote:
You must change your life.

as they strive
melodiously
not for your sake
and not for mine

Chromebook Return!

All Sage-owned Chromebooks MUST be
returned on Thursday, May 26th. Please return
outside the Media Center (Library) from 8:00am 4:00pm . As stated in the Technology User
Agreement, parents will be responsible for any cost
incurred to fix or replace the Chromebook your
student checked out. Email any questions to
ithelp@sageinternationalschool.org. Thank you!

STAY CONNECTED!
Other than this newsletter, our
website is the best resource for
general info about Sage. You can
also find us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter!

The Sage Spirit store is open
Now through May 17th!
Sage T-shirts,
hoodies, and
hats available at
the store HERE!
Items will be
available for
pickup May 31st.

Mark your Calendar:
May 12 - Middle School Dance
May 19 - PYP 5th Grade Exhibition
May 25 - Class of 2022 Graduation
May 30 - Memorial Day, No School
June 2 - Last Day of school - full day - PTO End
of Year Picnic
The 2022-2023 School Year Calendar
can be found HERE!

Hi Sage Parents and Families,

Counselors' Corner

I hope you are doing well and enjoying this beautiful month of May with all four seasons of
weather.
I asked some fifth-graders what I should talk about in the newsletter this week and they
responded with “maybe you should tell parents how to talk to their kids”. This is always an
important topic and does seem very relevant right now as we finish up the year and have the
added stress of state testing and other exams. We are seeing an uptick in behaviors, conflicts
between kids, and general stress with all of our students. We only have three weeks left of
school, and we would love for all students to end on a high note, with positive energy moving
into the summer and feeling prepared for next school year.
With all of this in mind, here are some ways you can help.
Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns.
We are always happy to hear from you.
Sincerely,
Ashley Rivers, K-7 counselor
Brittany Meduna, 8-12 counselor

We have two FUN and School-wide PTO Events coming up!

ANNUAL SAGE FAMILY CAMPOUT

Please join us for our annual Sage Family Camping Trip, brought to you by the Sage
PTO. ALL families with Sage students in grades K-12 are welcome! We will spend two nights,
May 20-22, at Elks Flat Campground for a fun camping adventure, and families are welcome
to join us one or both nights. This is a great way to spend time getting to know other Sage
families.
The Sage PTO has reserved two large group sites, which can hold up to a total of 44 vehicles
and 400 campers. Cost is $20 for one night or $30 for two. Find out more and register here.

PTO End of YEar Family PIcnic

All Sage families and staff are invited to ring in the summer on Thursday, June 2nd
starting at 5:00 pm. Join us at Kristin Armstrong Park and bring your own food, drinks, lawn
games, chairs, etc! We have space reserved near the playground until sundown, no need to
RSVP. Just show up when you can and let's celebrate this successful school year together!
Please join the PTO mailing list HERE, Follow them on Facebook HERE, and Email them at
SageK5PTO@gmail.com

THANK YOU
to everyone
for your
support of
Sage during
Idaho Gives this year! We were able
to raise $16,375 for our great school,
with more donations coming from
employees and matching gifts for
companies like Micron!
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Our teachers and staff sure felt the
love during Teacher Appreciation
week. Thank you to all that donated
items to the Breakfast and Taco Bar potluck, that delivered
special notes and gifts to their teachers, and ESPECIALLY to
our PTO for organizing and implementing it all! Our
parents showed up, cleaned up, and made us all feel like
royalty. Sage has the BEST community around!

Nurse P's Health Corner:

We Need Your Help: Covid-19 Cases & Illness Reports are Rising
We urge all families to be careful about attending any indoor
gatherings without precautions between now and the last day of
school on June 2nd. Reports of illness and Covid-19 cases have risen
dramatically this week on our campus. If your student has any
symptoms of illness, especially multiple symptoms, please keep them home until
symptoms are resolved for 24hrs. If symptoms are very mild and barely noticeable students
may return wearing masks until symptoms are gone but please be cautious about sending
symptomatic students to school. While we do not assume everyone has Covid-19, even
minor illnesses can have a negative effect on our staffing. Covid-19 testing continues to be
recommended whenever concerning symptoms are present. Please use the CDC Symptom
Checker to determine if testing is needed and if a positive result is received notify our Sage
Health Team and follow our Covid-19 Quarantine Guidance. With only 3 weeks remaining of
the school year, we need everyone to do their part by taking serious precautions to keep
illnesses and Covid-19 off our campus. We are so close and are determined to Keep Sage
Strong and Safe right up until the last day of school.
“I Forgot My Lunch” Food Pantry Use
A large volume of students from all grades are accessing the food pantry reporting they
were in a rush and forgot to pack or order lunch. The food pantry exists primarily to
provide students whose families need financial assistance with meals. However, we also
don’t want students to go hungry even if it’s due to poor planning or oversight. While it’s
never ideal for students to skip lunch, with end-of-year projects and summatives, not eating
will have an impact on student performance. Please order lunches ahead of time from Life’s
Kitchen or pack, or supervise the packing of, healthy lunches and snacks the night before.
Also please make sure students have a full water bottle with them daily as well.
Get Vaccinated and Boosted This Summer!
Health experts are predicting that due to waning immunity we will see a surge in cases this
coming fall and winter. I urge you to protect yourselves and your families by getting
vaccinated if you are not already and boosted if it’s been more than 5 months since you
received the second shot. During our immunization audit, the Health Team noticed that a
large percentage of students received one or two Covid-19 vaccines but very few actually
received both doses and an even larger number was eligible but had not yet received the
booster. To minimize time out of school and to maximize health for the 2022-23 school
year, get vaccinated this summer to stay healthy next school year! The vaccine is widely
available in our area. To find a location near you, here is a list provided by Central District
Health: COVID-19 Vaccine Locations
Stay Safe This Summer!
Hot weather provides opportunities for kids to enjoy the outdoors. Take steps to keep them
safe and healthy, both indoors and outdoors. Here are some ideas to help you ensure your
kiddos are protected this summer: Keep Kids Safe This Summer

Free Summer Meals for Students:
Boise and West Ada School Districts will once again participate in the
federally-funded Summer Food Service Program. Free summer meals will
be provided to any children ages 1 through 18 at a number of schools
and park sites throughout Boise and Ada County.
For dates, times and locations visit the district websites for details:
Boise School District Free Summer Meal Program
West Ada Free Summer Meals

PYP AT SAGE:
Sage student recently participated in the Wassmuth Annual Art Contest, and our Third-grade
classes won the judge's collaborative award for their age bracket! AND,our Fourth-grade classes
won the judge's collaborative award for their age bracket! Way to go Sagers, you can read more
about the Wassmuth Human Rights Art Contest Winners here.
Let’s Celebrate on Tuesday, May 17th from 5:30-6:30 pm! The Wassmuth
Center would like to celebrate the winning artists and poets at a reception
in the Marilyn Shuler Outdoor Classroom adjacent to the Anne Frank
Human Rights Memorial. They will display the winning art pieces and invite
the winning poets to read their poems. Students, families, teachers, and
supportive community members are welcome to attend!

This week the French work begins! Here is the chat mat that we are starting with. And this is what
students are saying so far!
5th Grade:
Avery, Cameron, Xander, Sydney
Mio, Morgan, Claire, Adelaide, Emily,
Jillian

4th Grade:
Shiloh, Mayan, Luke U, Miranda
Henry, Rayna, Franco, Tytan, Karly, Matias, Aisha
Ellis, Peter, Benoit, Cora, Sebastian

3rd Grade:
Maya, Althea, Zenlea, Kyler
Emerson, Seojin, Bailey, Harrison
Ezra, Gracie, Kobe, Wyatt

2nd Grade:
Marcus, Charley, Taylor, Moses
Tobin, Estelle, Juliette, Mireya, Elsie, Charlie, James,
August, Sebastian, Shrika, Shengzhe, Camila
Ada, Eleanor, Oaklee & Evelyn, Thea, Marcel

Parents of grades 2-5: If you have images of your child playing in Idaho and Boise, please email
them to me! We will use them in our final projects for Bel Idaho! Belle France!
Merci!
Madame Davis

2022 Annual PYP
FAMILY DANCE!

Thank you for joining us!
Best
Middle
School
Djs Ever

MIDDLE SCHOOL AT SAGE:
DANCE TONIGHT! Thursday, May 12th from 6:30-8:30PM
$5 at the gate, will be held outside on the basketball court. Packaged snacks will be
for sale, have your student dress warm! Featuring hot tunes by the wildly popular
DJ Freezy (Mr. Freers). We hope to see your middle schooler there!

This past fall, our MYP design team of Amy Henderson, Morgan Baker, and Eric Oliver led their
students through something called the Climate Innovation Challenge led by the nonprofit
CAVU. After weeks of exploring climate change adaptation strategies, students created minidocumentaries and many submitted them to the national challenge. Several students received
awards featured in the Student Showcase Livestream, and one Sage student earned a top
award among 200+ entries from across the country! Congratulations to the following Sage
students for their award-winning works:
Quinn Carter, 10th grade, Outstanding High
School Entry + $500 prize for “Our Native Lawn”
Rosie Harris and Milena Moskvina, 7th grade, honorable mention for middle school
Mason Parker, 7th grade, honorable mention for middle school
Evangeline Horrel and Liberty Hathcock, 7th grade, honorable mention for middle school
Madison Hendrickson, 10th grade, honorable mention for high school
Kendra Hiebert, Cassia Adams, Maya Abdemoula, and Mesk Al Rubaye, 9th grade,
honorable mention for high school

Attention Parents of current 5th and 8th Grade Students:
Please join us for an information meeting
Thursday, May 19, 2022 from 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Families with students entering 6th grade will meet with Middle School Director Zach Parker and
families with students entering 9th grade will meet with High School Director Brandy Burkett. There
will also be staff and students there to present and answer any questions you may have!
The purpose of this evening is to provide new parents and students with information and resources
to help families be successful as they enter their new program next year. In the end, we hope
families walk away with tools and topics that can be discussed over the summer to help all family
members transition smoothly in the fall.

Yearbooks for 6th-12th grades

We still have some 6-12 yearbooks available (sorry,
none for K-5) for purchase, cost is $35. Email
katie.ashby@sageintl.org and drop off payment
(cash or check made out to Sage International) at
either front desk to reserve one, and your student's
yearbook will be delivered to them at school.

HIGH SCHOOL AT SAGE:

There are some important things coming up in these last three weeks of school!
IB Exams: May 4th- May 20th: Seniors and ESS juniors are taking IB exams over the course of
3 weeks. We are so excited and proud of them all!
Junior/Senior Prom: Friday, May 13th from 8:00pm to 11:00pm. This event will be held
downtown at the Linen Building. More details to come!
Graduation: Wednesday, May 25th from 5:30 to 7:30pm @ The Boise Train Depot. Graduates
are allowed to invite up to 4 guests. We will stream the event via our Facebook page as well.
Global Gardens service-learning project:
Recently CP Teacher Guy Falconer and over
20 Sage High School students took part in a
service-learning project to benefit Global
Gardens. A program of the Idaho Office for
Refugees and Jannus, Inc., Global Gardens
helps farmers access land, training, and
markets, and provides more than 100
community garden spaces. Our Sage crew
spent the day preparing a new site for spring
planting on land that was donated for
Global Gardens' use by the Blue Cross
of Idaho Foundation for Health. It was
a great team project, thank you to Mr.
Falconer and these great students for
helping our community GROW! You
can read more about this project
featured here in the Boise Weekly.

Earth Day 2022

Students celebrated Earth Day by getting
outside, exploring, and creating art!

SAGE SURVIVOR

The first two episodes of Sage
survivor are available to view!
Over Spring Break Mr. Calderon
and 12 seniors spent a weekend
at Sage creating this very
entertaining film project. WHO
will be the next (and First) Sage
Survivor? You can watch Episode
1 here, and Episode 2 here!

Check out our new page for Enrichment activities in our community here! We will keep these updated throughout the
year, so be sure to check back regularly and email any additions to arron.walton@sageintl.org

eCamp at Boise State College of Engineering - June 5-7, 2022

Students who are currently in 8th or 9th grade can use hands-on activities
and projects involving self-discovery, cooperative learning, critical thinking,
and problem-solving while living on campus in a college dormitory. All food,
housing, and recreational activities are provided. Cost – $350, scholarships
available. Registration deadline is May 15th, more info here.

Summers at ESage
are always a blast!
We keep students
active and engaged
with daily field trips and activities. Summertime lets
us swim, slide, and splash around at local pools,
play at the long list of parks in the Treasure Valley,
and learn about our many local farms. It's also a
good time to enjoy hiking and biking, trips to the
movie theater, as well as barbeques, and s'mores!
ESage is open to Sage
students entering
Kinder-6th grade in the
2022/23 school year.
More info about
enrollment for summer
ESage can be found
HERE on our website.

Camp Invention's new
program Explore is
coming to Sage! Allnew, hands-on activities
featuring STEM fun
from the oceans to
outer space. Camp
Invention® is for
children entering
grades K-6th. Find out
more HERE.
Location: Sage International
Dates: July 11 - 15, 2022
Time: Daily 9:00am - 3:00pm
Cost: $260
Camp Director: Kayle Christianson,
kayle.christianson@boiseschools.org

Sage’s hugely popular Rising Stars
program is heading off-campus this
summer, for a spectacular, one-of-akind musical theatre camp in the park
taught by Mrs. T.! We will meet at the
amazing stage and amphitheater in
Kleiner Park for 2 weeks, and have an
absolute blast singing, hip hop dancing,
and acting together! Space is limited,
register your camper soon.
June 13-17 and 20-24 (2 weeks) Students Entering 2nd-6th Grades
July 11-15 and 18-22 (2 weeks) Students Entering 6th-11th Grades
You can find more details HERE.

Camp GOTR by Girls on
the Run is for rising
3rd-6th grade girls of
ALL abilities to develop
self-confidence through lessons that
aren't included in the traditional Girls on
the Run program. Spots are limited,
register soon!

Dates: JUNE 20th - 24th
Times: 8:30am - 12:45pm
Where: Sage International
Registration Fee: $175 (assistance is
available)
Cost includes GOTR T-shirt, camp
journal, GOTR cinch backpack, GOTR
bandana, and camp celebration.
Register Here!

