SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
March 14, 2022 Newsletter
A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Families and Staff of Forge and Sage International Schools,
Our days are brighter and longer as we exit winter and enter spring. The old
saying of in like a lion and out like a lamb seems entirely appropriate with the
mix of weather we are having and the way events are unfolding in a young
democracy far from our shores.
I think it is entirely appropriate to speak a little about what is happening to Ukraine. Ukraine is a
democracy under brutal assault by Vladimir Putin’s Russia. Democracy matters and we shouldn’t
stand by when people violently attack it. Democracy is fragile and it is imperfect and we should
do everything in our power, as Lincoln urged us, to ensure that “government of the people by
the people for the people shall not perish from the earth.”
In that spirit, the work that we all do to ensure our children get the best possible education is of
the utmost importance for the strength of our communities and country. We are grateful that
you chose an International Baccalaureate education at Sage and Forge. We are educating young
people so that they can take action locally and globally.
The International Baccalaureate’s mission urges/demands that our community strive to develop
young people who are caring, knowledgeable and who are also deeply curious. Further, this
mission asks us, as an International Baccalaureate community, to strive for a peaceful world
through intercultural understanding and respect. It is a mission that illuminates a noble purpose
for our work together.
Finally, during humanitarian crises, we can and perhaps do feel an urge to help in some way.
There are probably hundreds of governmental, non-profit and religious organizations that are
attempting to help ordinary Ukrainians. I’ve included links to some sources of information that
may be of use.
United Nations Crisis Relief Fund
American Red Cross Relief Efforts
Medicins Sans Frontieres (Doctors without Borders)
National Public Radio article on ways to help Ukrainians
How to talk about the war with children (PBS Newshour)
Sincerely,
Andy Johnson
Executive Director
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Sage International
School engages students
within an inclusive IB learning
community, challenging all members
to take risks and contribute locally and
globally through open-minded inquiry.

STAY CONNECTED!
Other than this newsletter, our website
is the best resource for general info
about Sage. You can also find us on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter!

A Message from Head of School, Kali Webb:
Greetings Sage Families,
With the decision to move to ‘masks optional’, I would like to share some
reminders with our community. It has, without a doubt, been a very long and
trying two years. We have found ourselves as a school community squarely in
the middle of the pandemic and have been faced with difficult decisions and
challenging circumstances. The pandemic has taken a toll on families in our community in so
many different ways and at different levels of severity. We have especially seen the effects of the
pandemic on our students and their social, emotional, and physical well-being. It has truly been
an experience with lasting effects.
One of the things I have so appreciated about our Sage Community is that we have all made the
conscious choice, individually and collectively, to protect the dignity of each of us. In other
words, despite strong feelings on both sides of the spectrum, we have always come together as
a community to always do what is best for kids and to respect and support one another. My
expectation, as it has always been, will be that we continue to always do what is best for kids
and to respect and support each other as humans and as members of the Sage Community.
Moving to ‘masks optional’ does not mean we are moving away from kindness, respect, and
understanding. In fact, it means we need to turn to these shared practices even more. Each
individual (students, families, staff) will make a choice about masking or not masking based on
what is best for them, their family, and their unique circumstances. My expectation is that each
individual’s choice will be respected. Period. Please talk as a family and talk with your children
about showing kindness, respect, and understanding as we begin this new phase on Monday.
Many students will choose to wear a mask, and many students will choose not to wear a mask,
and both of those choices are acceptable. Our ideals and beliefs as an IB community is to
respect each person’s choice on this matter, and I believe that we will. I have had several
conversations with students who are nervous about Monday and do not want to be pointed out
for their choice on masking. Our team at Sage is ready to help ensure that kindness and respect
remains the norm, and I am asking each family to be ready to help in this endeavor as well.
As a leading school community in the Treasure Valley, we must model for others what dignity
looks like, sounds like, and feels like. Not only are we guided by the IB and the ideals of our
community, but we also have a great track record of being a kind, caring, and mindful
community. Let’s keep that track record going. We are all in this together.
In service,
Kali Webb

Mark your Calendar:
March 18 - Friday School Day
March 23 - PYP Class Photo Day
March 24-25 - Student-led Parent/
Teacher Conferences for K-12
March 30 - Diploma Program
Senior Art Exhibition @ JUMP
April 1 - Friday School Day
April 11-15 - Spring Break - No
School!
The 2022-2023 School Year Calendar has been
approved and can be found HERE!

Sage was voted BEST Charter School
in the State of Idaho by the Idaho
Business Review readers!

SAVE THE
DATE
PYP Yearbook for Kindergarten - 5th Graders:
Ordering Deadline is March 31st, Cost is $12
Link to order HERE
Yearbook ID: 13102822
This is a soft-bound, 40-ish page book.
Secondary Yearbook for 6th - 12th Graders:
The ordering deadline has passed, however we
were able to order some extra yearbooks if your
student would like one. Cost is $35, email
katie.ashby@sageintl.org and drop off payment
(cash or check made out to Sage International)
at the front desk to reserve one. This is a
hardcover, 100+ page book.

Wednesday,
March 23rd
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Lifetouch will be back one last time on March 23rd
to take class photos for K-5! You can order prints
via the link below. They will also be available to
take individual photos if your student missed
them or would like a retake. If you would like your
student's individual photo taken, please email Ms.
Katie at katie.ashby@sageintl.org with your
student's name and grade. You can pre-order class
and individual prints by visiting the link below and
entering the Picture ID for each:
MyLifetouch.com
Class Photos ID: EVTTHGCMB
Individual Photos ID: EVTX72CK2

Thank you to everyone who has donated food
pantry items for our students in need! If you are
looking to help, you can purchase from our Amazon
Wishlist or buy at the store and drop off at either
front desk. These are the items we are currently in
need of:
Mac-N-Cheese: Easy Mac Microwavable Bowls
Goldfish (individual bags)
Plastic Spoons
to
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Our Sage PTO is getting excited to
offer some fun community-building
events for Sage families after two
years of a pandemic pause! Please
mark your calendar for these PTO
events, and stay tuned for more
details to come soon:
Friday, May 6th: IB Ball - Evening
Dance for all PYP Families
May 20-May 22: Safe Family
Campout at Elks Flat campground
Thursday, June 2nd: End of Year
Family Picnic

Attribute of the Month:

Risk-taker
"We approach uncertainty with
forethought and determination;
we work independently and
cooperatively to explore new
ideas and innovative
strategies. We are resourceful
and resilient in the face of
challenges and change. RiskTakers are those
willing to be
wrong in
order to learn
something new.
They aren't afraid
of mistakes." - IBO

Parent Engagement Survey

You should have received an email from
Sage recently asking for you to take part
in our Parent Engagement survey.
We appreciate this valuable
information and ask for your
help completing it by April
1st, if you haven't already.
Thank you!

PYP AT SAGE:

A BIG thank you to our families, students, and staff for your wonderful
support of our very successful Second Grade flower shops. Through our
flower sale last week we were able to raise over $500 for community charities!!! They chose to
support charities such as the Idaho Botanical Garden to protect endangered pollinators, the
humane society, and Idaho Food Bank. Mr. Huettig's class chose the World Center for Birds of
Prey and plans to "adopt" FOUR birds to help pay for the feeding and care of ambassador birds
the center uses in their education programs. Students "applied" for various jobs such as
Cashier, Team Manager, Wrapper, etc., and were placed into teams. They did ALL the work
themselves and it was an amazing project for all! Way to be IB Second Graders!

Advertising their Flower Shops

An application letter

Preparing the flowers

Collecting and sorting orders, counting money!

Time to Deliver!

Thank
you!

MIDDLE SCHOOL AT SAGE:
This is always a busy time of year for staff with continuing all the responsibilities
that accompany educating our youth, continuing lesson planning and grading as
well as casting an eye toward next year. With that said, I want to give a shout-out
to the following educators across our Middle Years Program (MYP 6-10th grade)
for taking on the additional responsibilities of taking an online course that provides
more in-depth training with respect to their content and the International Baccalaureate program
and philosophy. This course required over four hours per week, it asked them to collaborate with
other educators of the same content from across the world. In the end, this additional training
aids our educators in improving their practices and ultimately, in helping provide high quality
instruction to our students.

Educators we are honoring: Dana Young (7th Math), Lainey McGrady (8th Math), Laurie
Hoopes (6th/7th French) , Jordan Sims (6th/7th I&S), Kelly Johnson (7th/8th I&S), Cari
Woodruff (7th/8th PHE), Rebecca Travis (8th Lang & Lit), Viviana Aguilera (9th/10th
Science), Eric Oliver (9th/10th Design). THANK YOU!
Upcoming Dates:

3/18 (Fri) - Student school day! 7th-grade field trip to the Wasmuth Center/Anne Frank
Human Rights Memorial - be sure your student wears good walking shoes! We will be splitting
up into two groups, if they have Lang & Lit in the morning then will go in the morning and be
back on campus for lunch. If they have Lang & Lit in the afternoon, they will eat lunch on
campus and then go in the afternoon. All students will take the bus over and walk back.
3/24 (Thurs) - Parent Teacher Conferences 4:30 - 6:30 pm
3/25 (Fri) - Parent Teacher Conferences 10:00 am - Noon

HIGH SCHOOL AT SAGE:

Spring is in the air and we have almost reached our 75% completion mark for this
school year! Thank you to our 10th-grade families for joining us last week to learn
about the CP and DP IB programmes that we offer beginning in 11th grade. We are
here to support you in this important decision so please reach out with any
questions. There is a lot going on so I wanted to make you aware of some
important dates to remember for the months of March-April:

March 17: End of Quarter 3. Progress grades will be posted to Skyward by the end of the
month.
March 18: Friday school K-12. High schoolers will attend their A-day classes.
March 21-24: Sage Olympics! We are so excited to see this return! High Schoolers will
participate in activities at the end of each school day. Our bell schedule will be modified to
accommodate this event.
March 24: Evening Parent/Teacher conferences. These will take place from 4:30 to 6:30pm. All
HS families are invited to attend. These will be student-led. More info will be sent to families
as the date approaches.
March 25: Morning Parent/Teacher conferences. These will take place from 10:00-12:00pm.
March 30: DP Art Exhibition at JUMP. This is one of the most amazing events of the year. More
details will follow. (Heidi - add details!)
April 1: K-12 Friday school. Students will attend their B-day classes. Mr. Falconer is working on
a service opportunity for this date. More information will be communicated as the date
approaches.
April 11-15: Spring Break
April 26: SAT school day. All juniors will take the SAT. Burkett will send out a lot of reminders
during the month of April.
Families will receive reminder emails with more details for each of these events. Please reach out
to Brandy Burkett with any questions.

Nurse P's Health Corner:
Masks Optional: Optional masking at school is a relief for some, and
a worry for others! Whatever your decision is, to mask or not, your
student will be supported at Sage. We recommend that individuals
assess their personal risk and make a decision that works best for them.
Anyone who is unvaccinated, at high-risk for complications, or lives with someone who is at
high risk should seriously consider masking in public when indoors and especially in crowded
settings. Covid-19 vaccinations continue to be readily available across the Treasure Valley and
are the most effective way to minimize serious illness. So, if you or your students are not yet
vaccinated, consider getting vaccinated to ensure you stay healthy. Please note that masks
will continue to be required for any students or staff who are returning from Covid-19
quarantine, as guidance requires 5-day quarantines at home and wearing a mask in public
for an additional 5-days.

Idaho Immunization Requirements for School Entry:
All Sage students must have a complete record that includes all
immunizations, which is required by Idaho statute for school entry, or a
signed immunization exemption on file at the school. Our Health team is
currently auditing all immunization records and will be notifying families of
students who are non-compliant in the coming weeks. If you are notified
that immunizations are due you must provide a complete record or a completed exemption
form prior to school resuming in August. Those without a complete immunization record or
exemption will not be able to start school in August until proper documentation is received.
So please make sure to watch for a notification in your email and if you receive one, make an
appointment soon to ensure that your student is prepared to start school in August. Once
immunizations have been updated, please provide a copy of the updated record to the
school nurse.
Also, please be aware that students entering the 7th and 12th grades need additional
immunizations. Please contact your healthcare provider now to make appointments for
annual wellness checks and to make sure your student’s immunizations are up-to-date. 7th
graders need (1)Tdap and (1)Meningococcal and 12th Graders need a second Meningococcal
before school starts.
Immunization exemptions are allowed, in accordance with Idaho Code 39-4802, and include medical,
religious, and ‘other’ exemptions. Parents/guardians may check the ‘Religious/Other’ exemption provided
on the immunization requirements form or may include a signed written statement regarding
religious/other exemptions.

Hi Sage Families,

Counselor's

Corner

We wanted to take a moment to address the social/emotional impact that optional masking at
school may have on some of the students, parents, and staff at Sage. Covid has hit everyone a
little differently but has definitely taken a toll on all of us. We likely all have unique feelings
and responses about the precautions that we have each taken and the new guidelines moving
forward. Individual feelings are all okay to have and they are all valid. What I hope this
community can focus on is supporting and respecting one another and the choices that we
individually make. We are all doing what we believe is best for our families and ourselves.
With this decision, some staff and students might experience what is being called - "no-mask
anxiety". They might feel nervous about not wearing a mask and nervous about unmasked
people being around them. This is a normal reaction to what we have been through together.
Wearing masks has become a habit, it feels like a security blanket, and it can and has

exacerbated social anxiety. If you or your child are experiencing anxiety related to this decision
please feel free to reach out to us for support.
Below are some tips for dealing with "no-mask anxiety", while we adjust to our new situation
(adapted from GoodTherapy):
Take your time - just because masks are optional does not mean you and your family need
to take them off. Keep doing what is best for you. Maybe there will be some circumstances
where you feel safe and others where you don’t. Honor that for yourself and do what you
feel is best.
Try to experience social situations - slowly expand your social circle and start saying YES to
things again. Covid has had a dramatic effect on our ability to be social and connect as a
community. It is time to start reconnecting safely and at your own pace.
Find resilience - According to Brené Brown, people who are resilient in the face of trauma
tend to practice three specific acts:
The Reckoning, where they admit that they’re feeling different feelings
The Rumble, where they conduct a reality check on the narratives surrounding their
struggles
The Revolution, where they rewrite their stories and transform their mindset on a
foundational level
If you’re struggling with no-mask anxiety — or any other
effect of the pandemic — remember that you don’t have
to wrestle the issue on your own. Please reach out
to us if you need anything.
Sincerely,
Your Sage Counselors Ashley & Brittany

Sage Snow Team
What a season! Sage High School won
the Small High Schools Trophy at the
Dotty Clark Finals with an awesome 165
points! (In comparison, 2nd place got 102!)
CONGRATULATIONS, what a fantastic result for
such a fabulous team of skiers and boarders.
Way to go! Sage Middle School also pulled off a
great result with finishing 6th out of 42 schools
with77 points. Well done Sage Middle School!
Also congratulations to Sage Middle School
individual medal winners:
Evelyn Byron won 1st place and received
medals in both Intermediate Slalom Ski and
Intermediate Freestyle Ski.
Liam Sweeney also secured 2nd place medal
in ExpertFreestyle Snowboard.

Team members Ben Evans, Luke Jackson, and Matt
Marshall set off on their HS Expert Runs
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The "Thru The Trees" video contest invites
14-18 year olds in Idaho, Montana, Washington
and Oregon to learn about forest-related
careers, share their knowledge in a creative
video, and have a chance to win a cash prizes
of up to $1000! Deadline is April 15, find more
information HERE.

Announcing the 2022
Arbor Day Student
Photo Contest for Idaho
5th-12th grade Idaho
students! Sage has had
many winners in past
years, this year's theme
is “healthy tree, healthy
me.” Winners receive cash and other prizes and
their photos are shared online and at Arbor Day
events. The deadline for submitting photos is
April 11, 2022. Email mimi.trevino@sageintl.org if
you would like help with the theme or submitting
entries. Click here for more info.

Current Clubs/Activities
Art Club 9th-12th grade
Board Game Club 9th-12th grade
Dance Committee 9th-12th grade
Gardening Club 6th-8th grade
Gardening Club 9th-12th grade
Girls on the Run 3rd-5th grade
Green Club 9th-12th grade
Gay Straight Alliance 6th-8th grade
High School Student Council
9th-12th grade
Middle School Student Council
6th-8th grade
Mock Trial Team 9th-12th grade
Model United Nations 9th-12th grade
Mountain Bike Club 5th-8th grade
Movie Club 6th-12th grade
National Beta Club 9th-12th grade
Rising Stars 1st-11th grade
Sole Kids K-6th grade
Yearbook Club 6th-12th grade

2022 Idaho Mental Health Month
Campaign

You are invited to submit original artwork
to be featured in the 2022 Idaho Mental
Health Month Art Exhibition! All ages,
mediums, and skill levels are welcome!
More information can be found HERE.
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Candidates should be GREAT with elementaryaged kids and able to work June 1 - August 5.
Availability for 2+ days per week will be
considered. Preferably ages 16 and up, $10-15
per hour DOE.

Click here for more info
Help out with:
-Outdoor Activities-Arts & Crafts Projects-Swimming, Hiking, etc& MORE!

