SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
July 13, 2022 Newsletter

A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Families and Staff of Sage International School,
I hope you are all well. I am writing this note on World Refugee Day a day on which we are reminded and asked to think and, perhaps,
take action on behalf of refugees around the world. Any action we
take on behalf of refugees helps. We can volunteer, donate or read
about people’s experiences. Empathy is an action.
There are 100,000,000 million refugees in our world - right now. This is the highest
number ever recorded. You’ve read in this newsletter and probably in many other
places about the plight of people who have been forcibly displaced by war such as in
Ukraine, Syria, and Congo or forced to abandon homes by a changing climate,
economic conditions or other factors beyond their control.
The theme for this year’s Refugee Day and Week is “Community, Friendship and
Welcome.” When I read that, I thought - that is the spirit I have come to know at
Sage. Please take some time to learn about refugees in our community, the refugee
crisis globally, and take some small action to make a difference. Actions you take to
learn, empathize and assist others are right in line with the values of the IB Learner
Profile (EN) and the Profil de l’apprenant de l’ IB and Perfil de la comunidad de
aprendizaje del IB.
In the spirit of learning and empathizing with others, there are few better places to
learn than in a public library. We are incredibly fortunate to have a fabulous library
system in Boise. If you don’t already have one - get a library card. They are free if you
are a resident (you do not have to be a citizen to get a library card) in Boise. Here is a
link to information on library cards. With a library card you can do so much more
than check out books - there is a wide range of electronic resources available that
you can use to learn a language, research a topic, search for books like the one you
are reading, and on and on. Public libraries are at the heart of vibrant communities.
Andrew Carnegie gave away his entire fortune - much of it to build nearly 2,000 free
public libraries across America (one of which is in Boise). Please get a library card
and visit the Main Library or one of the several neighborhood libraries in Boise.
Enjoy the rest of your summer and see you soon!
Andy

Our Mission:

Sage International School engages students within an inclusive IB learning
community, challenging all members to take risks and contribute locally and
globally through open-minded inquiry.

Welcome to our new Dean of Students, Danny Solomon
Danny Solomon is an Idaho native. He grew up in Middleton and
attended TVCC and the University of Idaho for all of his formal
education. He has worked as a teacher and an assistant principal, and
he is very enthusiastic about his new role as Dean at Sage. For his
informal education, Danny spends time with his friends and family
who teach him new and exciting things every day. During his
free time, Danny enjoys hanging out with his fiance and friends and family, and escaping
to the outdoors to camp, read, dirtbike, snowboard, or otherwise explore.
As Dean of Students, Danny's focus will be on culture, community, and connection. Join
us in welcoming Danny, his Sage email is danny.solomon@sageintl.org.

Welcome to our new PYP Director, Kate Hunter
Hello Sage Family! I am thrilled to be joining the Sage team as the
Elementary Director. As an educator and a person, this move feels
like coming home. I am an IB Diploma holder, a longtime IB educator,
and an enthusiastic Sage parent of Gus (going into 7th) and Alton
(going into 2nd).
Professionally, I come to you most recently from the West Ada School District, where I
held a range of positions over thirteen years. For the past five years, I have been an
assistant principal at Lewis and Clark Middle School. Prior to that, I taught EL and
Spanish (including within the IB Programme), coordinated the IB Diploma Programme,
and acted as the district coordinator/administrator for World Languages, Arts and Music,
and Gifted Education. My initial training is in elementary bilingual education (literacy and
language acquisition), and I am excited to return to the elementary world.
I am a native of Boise and, after traveling extensively and living elsewhere (including a
stint teaching in Barcelona, Spain), I have found that my hometown is one of the world's
great places. My family and I love this community and spend as much time as possible
enjoying all that Idaho has to offer. I am excited to get to work supporting this incredible
community.
Kate Hunter
kate.hunter@sageintl.org

STAY CONNECTED!
Other than this newsletter, our website
is the best resource for general info
about Sage. You can also find us on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter!

Mark your Calendar:
August 1- Teachers & Staff return
August 4 - Open House for K-5
August 5- Registration for 6th-12th
August 8 - First Day of School!
August 30 - Math Engagement Night
September 5 - Labor Day, No School
September 26-30 - Fall Break, No School!
The 2022-2023 School Year Calendar
can be found HERE!

Reviews Please?

When parents are
searching for the
best Boise school
for their students,
there are two
websites they most frequently
reference: Niche and Great
Schools. As Sage parents, we
would love your input to help
families find the school that is the
best fit for them! You can leave
reviews for Sage at both sites
here: Niche and Great Schools.
You can also leave Google
Reviews! We love Sage, and we
want to be sure we find families
that will love it too. Thank you!

Join us to kick off
the 2022-23
School year! All
students are
welcome to meet
their teachers, tour the school and their
classrooms and ask any questions they
have. If your family is unable to attend, no
problem. We will take care of it all on the
first day of school!
August 4th 10:00am - 1:00pm - Students in
grades Kindergarten -5th grade can also drop
off school supplies. These lists will be sent
out next week!
August 5th 8:00am - 12:00pm - Students in
grades 6-12 will need to register, have their
photo taken for an ID badge, and receive
their class schedule!

Field Day FUN!
Our K-5 students had
another FUN and HOT last
day of school during our
annual Sage Field Day!
Luckily there was a lot of
water on hand, treats, prizes,
and a WHOLE lot of fun. Thank
you to awesome teachers
Avila, Tellez, Hamblin, and
Dudley for being our Field Day
Committee, and to all our
parents who volunteered!

End of Year Breakfast THANK YOU!
The Sage PTO had their
wonderful traditional last day of
school breakfast this year for
those in grades 6-11 to celebrate
the great year they had together. Thank you to all that signed up to donate items or
volunteered to help with their great feast. Our students had a wonderful time and walked
away with full bellies to start off their summer! A HUGE thank you to Gwen Hernandez for
coordinating!

SAGE
LINGO

OKAY, WE ADMIT IT. WE ARE WONDERFULLY UNIQUE, AND HAVE
SOME OF OUR OWN TERMINOLOGY THAT NEW (AND EVEN
EXISTING) STUDENTS AND STAFF MAY NOT BE FAMILIAR WITH!
WE'RE HERE TO HELP. SEE BELOW FOR SOME OF THE TERMS
WE USE THAT YOU MAY NOT FIND IN OTHER SCHOOLS...

Everest - this is the name of our main, "big" building with our K-8 and
some of our high school classrooms. It's bordered by Mallard and Park
Center. The middle school entrance is along Park Center and the K-5
entrance is at the "front" by the flagpole.
Summit - the name of the smaller building adjacent to Everest across the
parking lot. It's home to most of our high school classrooms.
Base Camp - the home of our Sage Network staff. Next to Summit and the mailing
address for the school: 1513 Tyrell Lane #110.
Sage "Network"- We have two awesome schools - Sage and Forge - in our network.
Consider it like our "district". Network staff supports BOTH schools!
Forge - this is our "sister" school in Middleton, which is part of the Sage International
Network of Schools. They are starting their 4th school year and offer K-10thand will
grow by one grade each year, graduating their first class of seniors in 2025.
eSage - This is our fee-based enrichment program offered for K-5 Sage students. The
program runs after school, on Fridays, during breaks, and in the summer, and is led by
Director Arron Walton.
IB - International Baccalaureate, the challenging educational programme that Sage
follows. While there are thousands of IB schools around the country and the world, we
are one of only FOUR K-12 accredited IB public schools in the WORLD!
PYP - Primary Years Programme, our programme for Kindergarten-5th
MYP - Middle Years Programme, our programme for 6-10th
DP* - Diploma Programme, the IB Diploma "track" for 11-12th
CP* - Career Programme, the career "track" for 11-12th.
*These two are often combined and referred to as "DP/CP" and offer some of the same
classes but have different requirements. Both are awesome programmes and prepare
our students for success in college AND their careers!
"Programme" vs. "Program" - it's an International thing...
Middle School is Grades 6-8. High School is 9-12th. While they span different IB
programmes, these grade levels have separate directors, activities, and clubs.
Director - Each program has a director (like a principal)....PYP (K-5) - Mrs. Hunter, Middle
school (6-8) - Mr. Parker, High School (9-12) - Mrs. Burkett. Each programme has a
coordinator as well.
The Yeti - this is our mascot, ties in well with "Everest"! Our school colors of
Aqua Blue, Lime Green, and Fuchsia make up our Sage Globe.
Inquiry Cycle - the IB engages students in an inquiry cycle where students
determine their prior knowledge on a central idea, are encouraged to ask questions,
research, and apply their learning to the real world.
IB Learner Profile - Each of the IB programmes is committed to the development of
students according to the IB learner profile made up of attributes that develop
learners who are Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators,
Principled, Open-minded, Caring, Risk-takers, Balanced, and Reflective.

Yearbooks & Class Photos
If you ordered a yearbook last year and
haven't yet received it, we will have it available
for pickup on August 4 & 5, or will give it to
your student when they return to school!
The same goes for K-5 class photos, we are
trying to get them shipped to you directly but
are still waiting for confirmation and will
otherwie have them for your student when
school starts.

Check out our new
page for Enrichment
activities in our
community! You will
find atheltics, camps,
and more. We will update these
throughout the year, so be sure to
check back regularly and email
any additions you have to
arron.walton@sageintl.org

We sincerely apologize for the delay with both
yearbooks AND class photos last year and will
do our best to NOT repeat it this year!

ESAGE is hiring!
We are currently in
need of great
teachers for after
school on MondayThursdays from 3-6pm, and full-day on Fridays!
Flexible schedule, $10-$15 per hour based on
qualifications. You can find more information
here, please help us spread the word!

Summer Reading Programs

Has your child been reading this
summer? We hope so, and it's not
too late to start! All area libraries
have fun summer reading
programs with great rewards to
encourage them. Find your area
library here to see what they have
to offer!

Stay tuned for more information about the following:
We plan to have school supply lists ready next
week and will email them to you when they are!
K-5 Class lists and 6-12 schedules are not yet complete, we plan to have them
posted on or before August 4th and will email you when they're up.
We will be providing busing through Caldwell transportation again this year. We do
not have the bus registration posted yet, we will be sending that soon!
Life's Kitchen will once again have healthy lunches available for purchase for our
students. While online ordering is not yet available, you can set up your account
and/or update your student's grade by logging into their portal. You can find
information here.
Sage will close its doors for the summer between June 10th and July 25th. During
that time our front desks will not be staffed and our phones will go to voicemail.
We will send email updates as needed, but if you need assistance or have
questions over the summer, please email info@sageintl.org and we will reply as
we are able. Thank you and have a wonderful summer break, see you in August!

