SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

August 18, 2021 Newsletter

A NOTE FROM OUR HEAD OF SCHOOL, KALI WEBB:
Greetings Sage Families!

I am so thrilled to have our first week of school under our belt. Seeing all of
our K-12 IB Learners on campus and IN-PERSON has truly been a highlight
of the past year. Our ability to stay in-person relies heavily on all of us doing
our part to mask-up indoors, stay home when ill, and keep our children
home when ill. We can do this!
IB Learning is underway in all grade levels here at Sage. Students are hard at work on their
literacy skills, math skills, and social-emotional engagement, just to name a few. Our team has
analyzed various data points related to academics and social-emotional well-being, and we are
implementing various strategies and techniques in order to properly respond to the needs of
our K-12 students. We are working to engage kids at all levels, from targeted Advisory activities
and the annual SageFort week, to Club Rush, the campus redesign, and Cross Country. What we
have learned is that remote learning (and this ongoing pandemic in general) was very hard on
our students last year. This year we are working to heal, recover, and help students move
forward with a toolbelt of academic and social-emotional strategies to help them along the way.
Our new counseling team (Ms. Ashley and Ms. Brittany) is already busy meeting with students
and identifying their needs, and our entire team of educators is working closely with students to
get the year started off in a positive direction!
As we know, it takes a village. The Sage Village is strong and steady, and it will take all of us
staying committed to the vision of keeping students on campus and in-person for the entire
school year for this to work. While Covid numbers are not trending in our favor, I ask that we all
remain vigilant, wear masks, and take all necessary precautions. We can do this!
In Service,
Ms. Kali Webb, Head of School
Sage International School of Boise

Mark your Calendar:

September 6 - No School (Labor Day)
September 10 - Friday school. This is
the only one all year!
Sept 16 - Virtual back to school night
for all Sage parents
Sept 27-30 - Fall Break - No School
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STAY CONNECTED!

Other than this newsletter, our website
is the best resource for general info
about Sage. You can also find us on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter!

Sage International School engages students within an

inclusive IB learning community, challenging all members to take risks
and contribute locally and globally through open-minded inquiry.

A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
I am pleased to report that our schools’ first week of the 21-22 school year was a success!
Hundreds and hundreds of parents and students arrived at our schools in Middleton and Boise
ready to see old friends, meet new ones and dive into learning with their teachers.
We are committed to in-person learning. We know it is best for children. We are actively
pursuing simple and effective strategies that are proven to reduce learning loss by keeping
students healthy and with their classmates and teachers.
This year we started together, as a community, committed to in-person learning for all of our
students. The energy and positivity demonstrated by the parents, children and staff on both
campuses was palpable.
I also want to take this opportunity to share some of my “takeaways” from the Student
Engagement Surveys that our Grades 3-12 students participated in last Spring. These surveys are
mandated by the State of Idaho in an effort to understand students’ perceptions of their
experience at their school.
These surveys ask students to reflect and report on their levels of cognitive, behavioral and
emotional engagement at school. Emotional engagement represents the degree to which a
person feels connected to and belongs at school. Within each domain, a student’s responses fall
into three categories - committed, compliant and disengaged. Committed means that they are
intrinsically motivated to dive right in. Compliant indicates, “ok, I’ll do it, but I’m not necessarily
enthusiastic about it.” Disengaged is exactly what it means.
Despite the challenges presented by the Covid-19 pandemic last year, here is what I learned
from them. At Sage students in Grades 3-12 reported:
That 49% of them felt committed cognitively. Only 41% of their Statewide peers reported
similar levels of engagement. That said, Sage’s students reporting the lowest levels of
engagement were those students in the Middle and High Schools that spent a majority of
their school year in remote learning settings. Elementary students who had far greater
access to in-person learning reported committed engagement levels approaching 80%.
That 46% of them felt that they were connected to and belonged at Sage. Only 43% of
their Statewide peers felt similarly. Again, 76% of elementary students who had much
greater access to in-person learning reported they felt connected to and belonged at school.
That 61% of them felt committed behaviorally. Only 53% of their Statewide peers felt
similarly.
Key takeaway: In-person learning is best for children and we are pursuing strategies that
maximize in-person learning for all students.
I urge you all to stay healthy, practice prudent measures to prevent the contraction or spread of
Covid-19 so that our children can spend the maximum number of days possible in their
classrooms with teachers. In-person learning is best for children.
Sincerely,
Andy Johnson
Executive Director
Sage International Network of Schools

Nurse P's Health Corner:
COVID-19 Precautions Outside School:
Cases are rising rapidly in our community and we are feeling the effect on
campus. Please take precautions outside school whenever you are in close
proximity to others in community spaces, especially indoors. Quarantines are
not fun for any of us and avoiding exposures is the best way to stay safe.
Daily Health Checks:
Please check your students every morning for any symptoms of illness. We strongly recommend
using the CDC COVID-19 Symptom Checker if any concerning symptoms are present. Please keep
students home if they have any symptoms consistent with COVID-19 and contact Nurse P at
marianne.palaia@sageintl.org. Nurse P will contact you on the next school day unless your situation
is urgent.
Reporting Illness, COVID-19 Exposures and Positive Tests: Please keep students home with any
concerning symptoms, suspected exposures, and especially if they or a family member has tested
positive. We ask that you notify Attendance at attendance@sageinternationalschool.org and Nurse P
about your situation and we will contact you by the next school day unless the matter is urgent.
Food Pantry Donations Needed!

We are in need of items for our food-insecure students. Bottled water, cheese
sticks, Go-Gurt, single-serving goldfish or other crackers, single-serving packages of
jerky, Mott fruit snacks (or similar), fruit leather, boxed fruit juices. If you would like
to donate items, you can drop them off at either front desk. Thank you!

we VALUE YOUR opinion!
This year the American Rescue Plan is providing our school with funding to address the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. The funds provide us with the ability to address learning
loss and social-emotional needs and to improve the indoor and outdoor learning environments
on campus. We are asking for your help developing a plan for the best use of these funds. Please
complete this brief survey by Wednesday, September 1, 2021. Our students appreciate your feedback!

Virtual Back-to-school night
September 16
Mark your calendar and plan to join
our leadership team online that
evening for informative virtual
sessions to start the school year.
This is for Sage
parents in all grades
K-12, please stay
tuned for more info!

Sage 2021-2022 Parent/Student Handbook
We ask that ALL Parents, guardians, and
Students read this year's Sage Handbook in
its entirety and complete the acknowledgment form
stating that you agree to its contents. The Handbook
contains important information about our school culture,
expectations, policies, and procedures that are vital to a
successful school year for all! Thank you, please email
info@sageinternationalschool.org with any questions.

You can still order photo prints from Picture
Day! Click THIS LINK and enter Picture Day
ID EVTF88QTP, it will ask you for your
student's name and grade to order. We will
have retakes on September 21 for those
who missed it or would like a retake.

We are pleased to offer hot
lunch to students through
Life's Kitchen again this year! If
you're a returning customer,
you MUST update your student's grade
level in their system! For information and
to order, please visit our Website.

Once again this year, Sage has an Amazon Community Supplies Wishlist full
of items we are in need of for the school year if you are interested in
donating! It's quick and easy, and items will be delivered directly to Sage!
Sage Mock Trial is will host a
Meet and Greet and Tryout for
interested students in grades
9-12 on August 18th in Mr. Lunt's room at 4:00.
Both parents and students are welcome to
attend, and practices will start on August 25th
and take place on Wednesdays from 4:00-5:30.
You can find more information here.

Sage Middle School Cross Country is
underway and competes in their first meet
this weekend in McCall! Thanks to Coach Baker
and Coach Mercer for bringing this program to
Sage, you can find
more information on
our website here!
Good luck to the team!

Introducing our new Counseling Team!
Hi Sage Family, my name is Ashley Rivers and I am excited to be the new
K-6 School Counselor. I graduated from Boise State with my Master’s in School
Counseling and I am a Licensed Professional Counselor in Idaho. I love connecting
with and supporting kids from all walks of life. I am excited to use my heart and
skills to help the kids at Sage believe in themselves, discover their passions and
strengths, be resilient, reach their full potential, and thrive socially, emotionally,
mentally and academically. In my free time I love to travel, play outside, create art
and delicious food, hang out with my new puppy, Sundance, and spend time with
my family and friends. I am so excited to be at Sage and I am looking forward to supporting your
families and this community however I can. Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns
at ashley.rivers@sageintl.org.
Hello! My name is Brittany Meduna and I am the School Counselor for grades
7-12! I graduated from the University of Minnesota with my Master’s in Clinical
Mental Health Counseling & School Counseling. I can’t wait to work closely with
parents and students to ensure that we are supporting kids and families with
everything they need! In my free time I love to go biking and hiking, playing Mario
Party, cuddling with my animals, and spending time with my family. I am so
excited to be a part of the Sage community and to serve you & your families. If
you have any questions or concerns please reach out to me at
brittany.meduna@sageintl.org.

Hi PYP parents and guardians. We’ve started our year out with a couple of our
diagnostic assessments - DIBELS and MAP testing. These assessments give our
teachers an in-depth understanding of your student's strengths and weaknesses,
and how they can better differentiate instruction to meet their needs.
On the traffic front, thank you for your help in making the process go smoother
every day. In the morning, thank you for arriving early. In the afternoon, thank you
for waiting to arrive on campus until 3:25pm, and please know that we are working on improving
pick-up.

Looking more forward, please remember that Monday, September 6th is no school due to Labor
Day, and Friday, September 10th IS a school day (it’s our only Friday school day of the year!).
Thank you for all your support,
Eric

Hello Middle School Families!
At the Middle School, we are using our advisory class (conveniently
moved to the end of the day) to set students up for success with
respect to time management and executive functioning skills. Beginning next week, Aug 23rd, your
students will use Monday and Thursday to organize their week/weekend, their binders and their
cubbies. Advisory teachers will use the “One-Pager” (similar to last year where each teacher
identifies assignments and concepts being taught for the upcoming week--these will be sent home
on Fridays) to help students develop their schedules to keep them on track.
I’d recommend that on Mondays you spend some time at home reviewing your students' plans. If
two nights are needed to accomplish and complete certain assignments, make a plan to have a
quiet and clean area for your student to work. I’d also recommend that you set a
calendar reminder and check back in on Wednesday to see what progress is being
made. If progress is being made, give your kiddos a Kudo. If progress is slow, sit
and discuss what changes need to be made to help your student find success.
Lastly, MAP testing in 6-8th will take place next week in Lang & Lit and Math!
Thank you,
Zach Parker

Hello High School Families!
We are all settling into our new spaces and high schooler’s schedules have been adjusted for the
most part. Our 9th and 10th graders are learning the ropes and are doing a great job at navigating
their trek across the campus. It has been amazing having our new secondary counselor, Brittany
Meduna, onboard and assisting this school year! If you get a chance, please introduce yourself.
We have a few important things coming up in the next couple of weeks. First off, we have our
annual senior camp trip planned for next Thursday, August 26th. All seniors will show up to school
with their camping gear packed for one night in the Idaho City wilderness. A packing list will be sent
out to families soon! Seniors return the following day around noon. They will need to arrange their
own transportation from school. They are welcome to leave their vehicles parked here overnight
as a convenience.
We are also so excited to announce that this year brings the return of Sagefort! Following Labor
Day from Tuesday, September 7th through Friday (yes, Friday because we have school K-12 that
day) September 10th, our entire high school will participate in a week-long celebration where we
cancel traditional classes and teach what we call “life hacks”. In the afternoon, students will sign up
for their chosen “Fort” where they will spend the week learning a new skill, building something,
creating something, the possibilities are endless! We close out the week with our Sagefort
Showcase, where students exhibit their hard work. More information will be sent
to families and students as the date approaches.
That is all for now! If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at
brandy.fitzwater@sageintl.org!
In service,
Brandy Fitzwater

