SAGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
April 26, 2022 Newsletter
A Message from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Families and Staff of Sage and Forge International Schools,
Welcome back to the home stretch of our first full year of in-person learning
since the 2018-2019 school year. This has been an extraordinary year of
challenges and opportunities. We have and will continue to meet these as a
team and community.
In this newsletter piece I want to share about the great things that are happening at our
schools right now, but first I want to write and share about Ukraine. Ukraine is a democracy
under vicious attack by Russia. Millions of Ukrainians are refugees and thousands have been
killed and wounded. They need our support.
Terry Ryan, the CEO of BLUUM (and big supporter of our schools) is in Poland right now with
his wife working to support, in any way they can, Polish schools that are helping Ukrainian
children who are refugees. Please see the article at this link to learn more about their work
and ways you may be able to provide relief. I know that Ukrainians will be grateful for any
support you can lend. Thank you.
Transitioning - this is an incredibly busy and exciting time of the year. The weather begins to
turn warmer and sunnier and the days are longer. It is also the time of year in schools that is
filled with field trips, community gatherings and all the events that serve as markers for what
our children have learned and how they have grown. Recently, our students have
participated in Wagons Ho!, traveled to Minidoka National Historic Site, visited the Anne
Frank Memorial, backpacked 15 miles through Hells Canyon, hosted Career Day, competed
in the Sage Olympics, honored two of our high school Seniors at the Rotary Century Scholars
awards banquet, and visited universities. These types of activities extend their view of the
world, connect their learning in school to big questions and ideas and are central to a robust
IB education. Keep an eye out for exciting opportunities for families and students at both
campuses in the days and weeks to come.
All the best,
Andy Johnson
Executive Director
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Sage International School engages students within an inclusive IB learning community,
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challenging all members to take risks and contribute locally and globally through open-minded inquiry.

STAY CONNECTED!
Other than this newsletter, our
website is the best resource for
general info about Sage. You can
also find us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter!

Mark your Calendar:

May 6 - PYP Family Dance
May 12 - Middle School Dance
May 19 - PYP 5th Grade Exhibition
May 25 - Class of 2022 Graduation
June 2 - Last Day of school - full day PTO End of Year Picnic
The 2022-2023 School Year Calendar can
be found HERE!

A Message from Head of School, Kali Webb:
Hello Sage Families!
In the blink of an eye it will be summer! The 7 weeks after our April spring break
always seem to fly by! I encourage each of you and our amazing IB Learners to
pause and reflect on all the amazing accomplishments that have happened
throughout the year. The learning and growth that has taken place this year
while still battling the ongoing pandemic has been exceptional. The relationships that have been
built and continue to grow are inspiring. Sage is truly a beautiful community in so many ways!
Throughout these last 7 weeks of the school year, our students will be engaging in some amazing
activities, summative assessments, engaging assignments, various field trips, and showing off
their learning in a multitude of ways! The SAT is next Tuesday, April 26th for our
Juniors, ISAT testing is happening now through the first part of May for multiple
grade levels, and the ever-challenging IB Exams for our Seniors will be throughout
the month of May. While these exams are only one of many measures of student
growth and progress, students may feel nervous, stressed, or experience test
anxiety. Our team does an incredible job of preparing students for assessments
and taking extra steps to ensure students feel comfortable, confident, and ready to demonstrate
their knowledge and learning. As parents/guardians, I encourage you to talk with your children
about what assessments they are taking right now. Ask them if they want to talk through the
information or study with you, need extra help, or need extra encouragement. Make sure your
children get some good sleep before an assessment, eat healthy meals and healthy snacks, and
most importantly that they drink plenty of water and are well-hydrated! Also, remind your
children that the SAT, ISAT, IB Exams, etc. is one measure and one moment in their
entire educational career. Sometimes helping them keep a little perspective prevents
extra nerves. As always, if we can provide additional support to you or your children,
or if you have any questions about upcoming assessments, projects, or activities,
please reach out. We are here to help! Our Sage students are incredible humans, and
I am so proud of the work they have done all year and are about to do as we wrap up
these next 7 weeks!
On a final note, whether it’s an assessment, high stakes test, complex project, or a difficult
conversation with a friend, coaching our students to stick with it and have perseverance is key.
Here is a link to a great resource (from Harvard’s Making Caring Common Project) about helping
kids stick with challenging tasks. One of the things I have always loved about our students and
families is that they are willing to stick with it, even when it’s challenging. There are some great
resources and links to other research here. Enjoy!
Looking forward to connecting with many of you as we wrap up the 2021-2022 school year!
In service,
Kali Webb, Head of School

Chromebook Return
All Sage-owned Chromebooks that have been checked out to students will
need to be returned by Thursday, May 26th. Collection will be from
8:00am - 4:00pm outside the Media Center (Library). As stated in the Technology User
Agreement, parents will be responsible for any cost incurred to fix or replace the
Chromebook your student checked out. We will send more info again soon, you can direct
any questions to ithelp@sageinternationalschool.org. Thank you!

Nurse P's Health Corner:
Covid-19 Campus Update
In early April Sage enjoyed several weeks without any reported Covid-19
cases. Now that we are back from Spring Break we had 4 positive cases
reported this week and many more reports of general illnesses. For those
who test positive for Covid-19, 5-day quarantines at home plus an additional 5 days of masking in
public, especially at school, are still required. Please continue to assess the risks to you and your
families as you move about in the community and take precautions as situations dictate. If your
student develops any symptoms suspicious of Covid-19 infection we continue to recommend
testing. We are also holding a firm line with regards to symptoms of illness and ask that anyone
with symptoms remain at home until symptom-free for 24 hrs or until symptoms are very mild
and/or well controlled. Additionally, anyone with even mild symptoms is asked to wear a mask on
campus until symptoms are fully resolved. We continue to have surgical masks available at both
front desks. Please continue to notify health@sageintl.org about absences due to illness and
especially Covid-19.
Eat Breakfast to Start the Day Right!
Food fuels academic performance and starting the day with a healthy breakfast that
includes protein will help keep students stay energized and focused so they can
perform their best in school. Starting the day without eating breakfast is like having an
empty gas tank and no one can get where they are going or do their best if they have an empty
tank. So please make sure your students eat a healthy breakfast before school every day. If you
are always in a rush in the morning, please consider stocking up on items like GoGurts and
granola bars so your students can easily grab healthy breakfast items on the way out the door to
avoid missing their first, and perhaps the most important meal of their day.

Students Need A Water Bottle Everyday
Temperatures are rising and our drinking fountain spouts and water bottle fillers are on.
All students should bring a reusable water bottle every day because Sage is no longer
providing bottled water or cups. Please make sure your students have a water bottle in
their backpacks every day!
Required Immunizations for School
Sage completed an audit of all student immunizations and we are in the process of notifying
parents of students who are incomplete. Be sure to watch your email for notifications and
reminders about immunizations for your students. Any student identified with incomplete
immunizations must be up-to-date by the first day of school in August or must complete and
return an Idaho Immunization Exemption Form to Sage before school starts. Here is a link to
Idaho’s Immunization Requirements for School Entry for your reference.
Immunization exemptions are allowed, in accordance with Idaho Code 39-4802, and include medical,
religious, and ‘other’ exemptions. Parents/guardians may check the ‘Religious/Other’ exemption provided on
the immunization requirements form or may include a signed written statement regarding religious/other
exemptions.

Food Pantry
Thank you to everyone who has donated
items for our students in need! If you are
looking to help, you can purchase from
our Amazon Wishlist or buy items at the
store and drop off at either front desk.
We have an urgent need for the following:

Welch’s or Mott’s Fruit Snacks (individually
wrapped servings)
Mac-N-Cheese: Easy Mac Microwavable Bowls
Cheese Sticks
Jerky (individually wrapped servings)

Thank you!

Counselors' Corner

Hello! Soon Sage 8th grade students will begin
making a draft of their high school plans within the next week. They will be learning all about
the Sage High School credit system and their elective choices. Be sure to talk with your
student about everything they learn!
In the coming weeks, both 8th & 9th-grade students will be able to choose their electives for
the 2022-23 school year. We will be sending out a form via email to parents for students to
make their selections.

Boise PNACAC College Fair:
Start your college search! Free and open to the public, PNACAC fairs connect you with over 60
colleges and universities in one convenient location.
Students: register in advance with StriveScan by filling out a quick form. After you sign up,
StriveScan will send a barcode via text message and email. At the college fair, present your
barcode to college representatives to receive more information about that college. The next
day, receive an email with a report of all of the colleges and representatives you met, along
with contact information and social media profiles.
When: Saturday, April 30, 2022 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Where: Boise State University, Student Union Building, 2nd Floor, Simplot Ballroom, 1700 W
University Dr, Boise, ID 83725
The Idaho State Department of Education is providing free, online QPR (Question, Persuade
and Refer) Gatekeeper Training for Suicide Prevention to Idahoans (ages 18 and over) who
interact with students at home or at school! This includes all members of a school’s
community: educators, parents, grandparents, school staff, staff at youth organizations,
coaches, and more! The training only takes 1-2 hours to complete. Get started here. We want
as many caring adults as possible prepared and trained to connect students with
support and resources!
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s school
counselor if you have any questions or concerns.
Ashley Rivers, K-7 counselor
Brittany Meduna, 8-12 counselor

PYP AT SAGE:
Argent de poche! (pocket change) It’s the PYP French Update with Madame Davis! Poisson d'Avril!
featuring 3rd & 5th Grade: On April 1, Friday School, we took the opportunity to celebrate April
Fool’s Day à la française! Here’s a clip of the action!
7 Oies! Kinder & 1st Grade love to play Duck, Duck, Goose en français!
7 Oies - Setting the stage! - 1st Grade - avec la classe de Madame Lewis
7 Oies - In play! - Kinder - avec la classe de Madame Brown

La Manie Musicale is wrapping up!
This month in 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Grade we had a blast discovering popular French music, including
songs suggested by our Sister School, École Jules Ferry, near Paris!
As a final task, 3rd-5th grade students have recommended a favorite song of their own. Details for
the task may be found in each grade’s recently opened French Google Classroom. Look for the
Manie Musicale 2022.

Here are several examples:
3rd Grade:
Example 1: Collin
Example 2: Roscoe
Example 3: Breanna
Example 4: Moira
Example 5: Claire
Example 6: Libby

4th Grade:
Example 1: Luke U
Example 2: Mayan
Example 3: Henry M
Example 4: Tristan
Example 5: Fin
Example 6: Cora

5th Grade:
Example 1: Solvej
Example 2: Wren et Mackenzie
Example 3: Josef
Example 4: Elsa
Example 5: Saba
Example 6: Olivia

2nd Grade: La classe de Madame VanOrso enthusiastically expresses their thoughts about the song
Nouveau Monde!
Next collaboration with our French Sister School - Jules Ferry!
Grades 2-5, Take lots of photos and short clips of yourselves enjoying nature! Our next
collaboration with École Jules Ferry will highlight the natural beauty of our prospective regions (Bel
Idaho! Belle France!) and what we love to do outside.
Merci!
Madame Davis

MIDDLE SCHOOL AT SAGE:
Sage 7th graders took a long but important educational field trip to the Minidoka National
Historic Site in Jerome. They learned why it was built, and about the nearly 120,000 Japanese and
Japanese Americans who were forced into 10 isolated war relocation centers like this across the
United States during
WWII. Students learned
the stories of those who
spent part of their lives
incarcerated there, and
the part they play in
Idaho and US History.

On Friday school
day April 2nd,
middle school took
advantage of a
sunny afternoon to
get outside and
celebrate Earth Day!
In Madame Hoopes' 7th
grade French class,
students held a fashion
show, complete with red
carpet, after their unit
on clothing!

HIGH SCHOOL AT SAGE:
Hello High School Families,
I hope you all enjoyed your spring break. I feel like I have a lot to update you
about! As we return to campus and gear up to wrap up the school year, there are
several important dates to keep in mind.
Cap & Gowns for Seniors: These are available to be picked up from Mrs. Burkett. The cost is
$33.00 and we accept cash or a check made out to Sage.
SAT School Day for Juniors: Tuesday, April 24th. All juniors will take the SAT on Tuesday. If your
student does not attend school that day, you will need to arrange another testing opportunity for
them in the future. Students must take the SAT to graduate. Please ensure that your student is on
time that day and is ready to test. Remind them to bring sharpened #2 pencils, their calculator,
snacks and a water bottle. Email Brandy Burkett with questions.
Economics Summit Field Trip: Wednesday, April 27th. 10th graders who are currently taking
Ms. Webster’s Econ class will attend this field trip.
Earth Day Celebration: Thursday, April 28th. Student council has worked to plan several events
that students will sign up for. We will have a modified class schedule that day to make time in the
afternoon for Earth Day activities including hiking, greenbelt, trail maintenance, and more! Mr.
Lunt has more info!
Teacher Appreciation Week: May 2 - May 6. Please remember to share your appreciation with
your child’s teachers this week. Our teachers are the heart of all of the excellent work we do.
Share the love!
IB Exams: May 4th- May 20th: Seniors and ESS juniors will sit for their exams over the course of 3
weeks. We are so excited and proud of our seniors for making it this far. Madame Blythe will send
more info as the dates approach.
Personal Project Exhibition: Wednesday, May 11th. Our 10th graders have put a lot of work
into their Personal Project this year. Parents are invited to stop by the exhibition to check out their
hard work. More info to come from Mr. Oliver as the date approaches.
Junior/Senior Prom: Friday, May 13th from 8:00pm to 11:00pm. This event will be held
downtown at the Linen Building. More details to come!
Graduation: Wednesday, May 25th from 5:30 to 7:30pm @ The Boise Train Depot. Graduates
are allowed to invite up to 4 guests. We will stream the event via our Facebook page as well.
Faculty Recognition:
We would like to recognize the 6-12 Science teachers for a grant that they received from the
College of Idaho. The team received a $1,000 research grant through the inaugural Smith Science
Institute at the College of Idaho. They were nominated by Sage Alumnus (2019) Katya Ferney for
his impact on her love of Science and her decision to pursue a degree in Biology from the College
of Idaho. They plan to use this grant to
purchase a Trinocular Microscope, as well as
supplies to use in collaboration across grade
levels for a plastics unit. Thank you Sage
Science Team for your lasting commitment to
your students, your colleagues, and beyond.
We would also like to recognize 9/10th grade US History and Government teacher,
Drew Lunt, for receiving a $500 grant from Northwest Professional Educators to
purchase flexible seating for his classroom. Thank you Mr. Lunt, for taking the time
to apply for this grant in hopes of creating a more comfortable classroom
environment!

Boise Rotary Century Scholars:
Over the break, Mrs. Burkett had the
honor of attending the Boise Rotary
Scholar celebration with our
Valedictorian, Abby Jones, and
Salutatorian, Theo Geary. With this
award comes the opportunity for
students to select a teacher who has
made an impact on their education.
Abby selected Biology teacher, Stuart
Murray and Theo selected DP History
teacher, Melissa Webster.
Congratulations to Abby, Theo, Stuart,
and Melissa. We are so proud of you!

SAGE SURVIVOR
The first weekend of spring break Mr.
Calderon and 12 seniors spent Saturday
and Sunday at school (overnight)
competing in our first ever season of
Sage Survivor (based on the popular
reality show). My 11th grade film
students filmed it and we're turning
them into episodes for the school
community. There's a cash prize for the
winner of the show, as well as a gift
basket with gifts from their teachers,
and a gift card donated by our favorite
coffee shop ZeroSix. Episode one will be
out next week, we will be sure to share
it with you when it is! Stay tuned for
scenes from our FIRST episode of
Survivor...

U.S. History & American Government teacher Drew Lunt spent 4 great days with 9 Sage High
Schoolers touring and learning in Washington DC! They visited the Lincoln Memorial, MLK
Memorial, Mount Vernon, Jefferson Memorial, the White House, the Capitol and Iwo Jima.
He’s planning
another trip
for Fall Break
2023 if your
high schooler
is interested,
stay tuned!

Mark your calendar for the

ANNUAL SAGE FAMILY CAMPOUT
Please join us for our annual Sage Family Camping Trip, brought to you by
the Sage PTO. ALL families with Sage students in grades K-12 are welcome!
We will spend two nights, May 20-22, at Elks Flat Campground for a fun camping adventure,
and families are welcome to join us one or both nights. This is a great way to spend time
getting to know other Sage families.
The Sage PTO has reserved two large group sites, and each space can hold up to 22 vehicles
and 200 campers. Cost is $20 for one night or $30 for two. Find out more and register here,
Space is limited so REGISTER now!

SAGE PTO
We are so excited to have our PTO back in
action planning FUN things for our Sage
community! Mark your calendar for the
following PTO events:

Sage PYP students will have the
opportunity this week to attend our own
amazing Performing Arts teacher Megan
Brandel's program THREADS, presented by
her Open Arms Dance Project at the
Morrison Center on Thursday! There is an
evening show as well at 7:00pm on the
28th that is open to the public. During
their inaugural performance at the
Morrison Center, there will be live
performances by Open Arms Dance
Project and special guests, the Afrosonics!
Additional original music from local
musicians and internationally known
disabled composer Molly Joyce will be
featured. Open Arms Dance Project will
also share their two award-winning
dance films, and, most notably, premier a
mini-documentary of the Upstanders with
Open Arms anti-bullying outreach
program. Open Arms dancers are between
the ages of 7 and 76, with and without
disabilities, performing honest, uniquely
crafted, joyful movement.

Teacher Appreciation Week is May
2nd-6th, watch for signups coming soon
to show our teachers how much we care!
Friday, May 6th: IB Ball - Evening Dance
from 6:00-8:00 pm outside on the
playfield for all PYP (K-5) Families. $5 per
family at the door.
May 20-May 22: Sage Family Campout
at Elks Flat campground - ALL Sage
families are welcome, find more info and
register HERE.
Thursday, June 2nd: End of Year
Family Picnic @ Kristin Armstrong Park
(BYO food & drinks!) starting at 5:00, but
come when you can!
PTO could use your help with any and all of
these events! You can reach out to the PYP
PTO by Joining their mailing list HERE,
Follow them on Facebook HERE, and Email
them at SageK5PTO@gmail.com.

Mark your calendar for NEXT WEEK! We hope
you are able to support Sage and other
wonderful Idaho Nonprofits!

Sage Mountain Bike Club

Join us for fun weekly rides in our amazing Boise
Foothills as we introduce students to the life sport
of Mountain Biking! Every Tuesday the club will ride
from Sage to either the Camelback or Reserve trails
in the Foothills. There are no dues to participate
and all skill levels are welcome - including new
riders. We are always in need of volunteers of all
skill levels to ride with us, so if you are interested
please let us know.
Meeting Information: From 3:45 to 5:45 PM on
Tuesdays April 19th-May 24th.
Who can attend: Students currently in 5th-8th
grades.
Please complete the registration and risk waivers to
register: Registration and Mountain Bike Club
Risk waiver. Find more info here!

Sage’s hugely popular Rising Stars
program is heading off-campus this
summer, for a spectacular, one-of-akind musical theatre camp in the
park taught by Mrs. T.! We will meet
at the amazing stage and
amphitheater in Kleiner Park for 2
weeks, and have an absolute blast
singing, hip hop dancing, and acting
together! Space is limited, so be
sure to register your camper soon.
DATESEntering 2nd-6th Grades:
June 13-17 and 20-24 (2 weeks)
Entering 6th-11th Grades:
July 11-15 and 18-22 (2 weeks)
You can find more details HERE.

Introducing Camp Invention's new 2022 program,
Explore! All-new, hands-on activities will launch
their imagination
and get their
confidence soaring
as they explore
STEM fun from the
oceans to outer
space. Camp
Invention® is for
children entering
grades K-6th,
Leader-in-Training
spots for grades
7 - 9 may be
available.
Location: Sage International School
Dates: July 11 - 15, 2022
Time: Daily 9:00am - 3:00pm
Cost: $260
Find out more HERE. Camp Director: Kayle
Christianson, kayle.christianson@boiseschools.org

Camp GOTR by Girls
on the Run provides
a one-of-a-kind
opportunity for rising
3rd-6th grade girls
of ALL abilities to develop selfconfidence through lessons that aren't
included in the traditional Girls on the
Run program. Sage families are being
offered priority registration, so
register soon!

Dates: JUNE 20th - 24th
Times: 8:30am - 12:45pm
Where: Sage International
Registration Fee: $175 (assistance
is available)
Cost includes GOTR T-shirt, camp
journal, GOTR cinch backpack, GOTR
bandana, and camp celebration.
Register Here!

