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A LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL
BY JESSE HULL
Hello Mustang Families,
I hope we are all enjoying the fun things that spring brings. I look forward to sharing
our end-of-the-year plans in the coming weeks. The tentative graduation plan will be
shared on April 7.
We are looking forward to PSAT/ SAT day on April 13. The CMAS state testing at the
high school level has been canceled by the state of Colorado.
We returned to a two-lunch schedule on Friday, April 2. I appreciate everyone's
diligence in complying with health guidelines. The high school was able to ease
restrictions at lunch because our students continue to make smart choices.
Below are a few reminders:
April 7- Staff Work Day/ no school
April 13- Grades 9-11 PSAT/ SAT Testing, dismissal 12:00
April 23- Staff Work Day/ no school

I hope you enjoy the weekend and the warm weather.

WELCOME TO THE HERD
We are so excited to announce our new Assistant
Principal for the 2021/2022 school year, Ms. Anna
Conrad. Anna was raised in the mountains of
Colorado and is thrilled to return to a small-town
community as she transitions to the Assistant
Principal role at Manitou Springs High School. After
graduating summa cum laude from Whitman
College, Anna completed Teach For America and
taught at Harrison High School for eight years.
During her career, she has taught six different
English courses (including International
Baccalaureate) and two AVID classes (a college and
career readiness course). In 2016, Anna earned her
Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction with
an emphasis in Critical Pedagogy in Urban
Education from the University of Colorado, Denver.
Furthermore, she attended the University of Denver
Educational Leadership and Policy Studies program
to earn her Principal’s License in 2018. Throughout
the last five years, she has led curriculum writing
and editing work as well as authoring a socialemotional curriculum specifically supporting
freshmen. In addition to teaching students, Anna
has deeply enjoyed partnering with staff as the HHS
Instructional Coach (two years) and the HHS AVID
Coordinator (three years). Anna is thrilled by the
opportunity to learn alongside Manitou staff,
students, and the community in partnership of
pursuing Deep Learning, Relationships, and
Opportunity, principles that closely mirror her
personal core values of leadership, learning, and
love. Outside of the classroom, Anna has been the
Varsity Volleyball Coach, Junior Student
Government Advisor, and Minds Matter at Harrison
Site Director. In her free time, she loves
backpacking, Nordic skiing, doing yoga, and
reading. Anna was honored with CSML Volleyball
Coach of the Year in 2018, HSD2 Teacher of the Year
in 2019, and was a finalist for Colorado Teacher of
the Year 2021.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR

Upcoming Testing:
April 13:
9/10th grade - PSAT
11th grade - SAT
12th grade - no school
9/10/11th grade, 12:00 pm dismiss
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NEWS FROM OUR ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
SEASON B RECAP
Good Afternoon! I hope this update finds each and every one of you well. We have so much to
celebrate over the last two months with our Season B sports. This winter was one of the most
successful in Manitou Springs history. The girl's basketball team finished 4th in the Tri-Peaks
League and qualified for the 24-team CHSAA State Tournament. Boys Basketball went 15-2
and qualified for the Final 4 for the first time in 30 years. Wrestling had two state placers and
successfully launched our first girls wrestling program after an unofficial pilot year the season
before. Swimming placed 14th as a team in the CHSAA State Tournament, and for the first
time in school history, had a state champion in Senior Bella Kuzbek. The competitive spirit
team finished 4th at the 2A/3A State Championships last week!
Let that all sink in for a minute.
That is an incredible two months of athletic accomplishments.
Season C sports are also off to a tremendous start early in the year.
The boy's soccer team picked up a great win against Atlas Preparatory, 1-0 in OT, to open up
the season. They suffered a 2-1 loss at Lamar three days later but return to action for three
games this week. The 'Stangs will take on the rival St. Mary's Pirates today at 4 PM.
Volleyball is off to quick 1-0 start defeating Fowler on March 18th, 3-1. The Mustangs were led
by sophomore Avah Armour's 18 kills and 2 blocks. Senior Mahlia Glass also racked up 31 digs
across four sets for the Mustangs.
Finally, the Mustang football team has returned to the field after their season was
postponed in October. The Mustangs dropped their home opener to Buena Vista 43-6 but
was unfortunately without many players who were forced to sit out coming over from
basketball season. CHSAA mandates a four-practice minimum for these athletes moving into
a contact sport. Last Saturday, the 'Stangs quickly found some revenge in a 10-9 win over a
tough and physical Grand Valley team.

I'd like to personally take a moment and thank all of our game workers, volunteers, parents,
donors, and everyone else who has made these seasons not only possible but extremely
successful. We have numerous people volunteer to screen, temp check, run game clocks,
score, and help in all the ways possible that create the atmosphere Manitou Athletics strives
for. Your time and commitment have been a huge part of our success this year.
It has been an incredible, hectic, and busy two months, but I am a proud 'Stang and can't
wait to see what the rest of the year has in store for us! --Go' Stangs
Brian Vecchio
Assistant Athletic Director
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SEEING
DOUBLE?

This is one of the projects
that Mr. Bonner's photo
students were working
on before spring break!
The project was titled
"Multiplicity."
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CMAS/PSAT/SAT TESTING INFORMATION
Dear Mustang FamiliesAs many of you know this is typically the time we are communicating about upcoming state
assessments (Colorado Measures of Academic Success--CMAS and PSAT/SAT).
This year the State of Colorado is requiring that we administer CMAS to different grade levels
for both English Language Arts and Math (no change for PSAT/SAT). The table below
outlines which assessments are required and which are available upon parent request. I
The current testing window is April 12-April 30. Your child will not be testing that entire
window. We are finalizing the school-specific schedule. This information will be shared by
each school principal.
This year we will be giving the following assessments per the new guidelines from the
Colorado Department of Education.
9th
April 13
PSAT 9 (Evidenced-Based Reading and Writing-EBRW; Math)
10th
April 13
PSAT 10 (EBRW; Math)
11th
April 13
SAT 11 (EBRW; Math)
COVID procedures will be maintained during the administration of all assessments.
Parent Excusal Process - Manitou Springs School District encourages full participation of
every student in assessments. Assessments are used at all levels to monitor student progress,
address academic gaps/concerns/strengths, and improve instruction. Parents are allowed to
excuse their students from any state-mandated assessment. The parent excusal form, linked
below, must be filled out prior to the date the assessment is scheduled to begin. If a student
is excused from testing, they are still able and encouraged to attend school on those testing
days (per Colorado Revised Statutes 22-7-1013(8)(a-c)).
https://forms.gle/ShR3F5Hc5bfX8NWu6
Sincerely,
Kolleen Johnson-District Assessment Coordinator (kjohnson@mssd14.org)
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