Meet the Class of 2022
Ane plans to attend Vanderbilt University to study engineering. She holds the prestigious
honor of being a Finalist in the National Merit Scholarship Competition. That means that
Ane's scores on the 2020 PSAT were among the highest in the nation! She credits York
Academy’s focus on helping students succeed. “You have to put in the work, but York
Academy wants you to get to that finish line," she said. Ane was instrumental in designing
and formatting the first Upper School yearbook. She is also a skilled equestrian and artist.
She also serves in leadership roles in the National Honor Society, National Spanish Honor
Society and National Art Honor Society. She also received the following accolades:
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Presidential Award for Academic Excellence, Secular Student Alliance Award, Lisa M.
Waller Striving for Excellence Award, Pinto Family Scholarship Award, York Academy
Foundation Grant and the Diploma Programme (DP) Spanish Award.

After graduation, Sergio will attend Temple University and major in music technology. He is
an accomplished musician and performer, and was the first York Academy student to
successfully audition and participate in the PMEA District 7 Orchestra Festival (violin). He
also plays the violin in the York Youth Symphony Orchestra and has written original scores
for DreamWrights plays. In fact, he composed the official York Academy Alma Mater song,
which will live in infamy! Sergio qualified for the National Merit Scholarship Program, and
is a member of the National Honor Society and National Art Honor Society. He received
the Presidential Award for Academic Excellence, the Boyer College Award, the Dean's
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Scholar Award, the DP Core Award and the DP Music Award. "I feel as though I will be
more than fully prepared for my college experience because of the rigor of the
International Baccalaureate framework," he said.

Lilly will attend Wagner College in New York City to study sociology. She will also be a
member of Wagner's Division 1 Women's Golf Team! Lilly qualified for the National Merit
Scholarship Program. She is also a member of the National Honor Society, National
Spanish Honor Society and National Art Honor Society. She received the following
accolades: Presidential Award for Academic Excellence, Athletic & Academic Grants to
Wagner College, York Academy Foundation Grant, an Excellence in Journalism Award, the
DP Math Award and the DP Theater Award. Lilly enjoyed the close-knit community at York
Academy, along with the small class sizes and personalized learning opportunities that
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helped her thrive. "The International Baccalaureate curriculum sets students up to be
world-thinkers, risk-takers and open-minded inquirers," she said. "I feel prepared and
excited to further my education."

Aunjalea plans to attend Shippensburg University to study psychology after graduation.
Her goal is to be a guidance counselor or clinical psychologist. Aunjalea qualified for
the National Merit Scholarship Program. She credits her teachers for supporting her and
pushing her to do better. "I think the best part about going to York Academy is the close
relationship you are able to build with everyone - from the teachers and administration
to your classmates," she said.
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Jeniann will attend York College for pre-med and continue her studies in medical
school to become a neurologist or neurosurgeon. “I am deeply interested in the
human brain and how it works,” she said. Jeniann qualified for the National Merit
Scholarship Program and is a member of the National Honor Society and National
Spanish Honor Society. Jeniann received the Presidential Award for Academic
Excellence, Four Chaplains Memorial of York County Award, YCP Intensive Award,
York Academy Foundation Grant, DP Visual Arts Award and the inaugural Grit Award.
She is also an outstanding artist. "I'm thankful for the assistance I received regarding
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my career path and the college application process," she said. "I also love how York
Academy has always pushed me to be the best version of myself."

After graduation, Joy plans to study environmental science at the University of Dar es
Salaam in Tanzania. She is an excellent vocalist and performer. Joy is a member of
the National Honor Society and treasurer for the National Spanish Honor Society. She
also qualified for the National Merit Scholarship Program. Joy received a Presidential
Award for Academic Excellence and an Excellence in Journalism Award. She feels
that the school's focus on encouraging and listening to students' voices sets York
Academy apart. "Our teachers work to find a way of learning that is effective for
each individual student," she says. "York Academy has more than prepared me for the
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rigorous curriculum and hefty workload that I will encounter in college," she said.

Sam plans to attend Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Massachusetts and will major in
computer engineering. He recently achieved his Eagle Scout rank, an impressive
accomplishment. For his project, he designed and built self-watering garden boxes for
the outdoor lunch seating area at the Upper School. Sam also placed first place in the
Science Fair three years in a row and received the Science Fair Naval Award, Science
Fair Air Force Award and Science Fair York College Award. He qualified for the National
Merit Scholarship Program and is a member of National Honor Society. Sam received
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the Presidential Award for Academic Excellence. "I really love our teachers," he said.
"They have been there for us, and the small class size has been worth it."

Paige plans to attend Lycoming College to study psychology. She has been involved in
many theatre productions at York Academy, and is a talented vocalist and musician.
Paige also qualified for the National Merit Scholarship Program. She received the
following accolades: Presidential Award for Academic Excellence, Outstanding Service
Award, Warrior Award, Third Century Scholar Award, York Academy Foundation Grant
and the DP Individuals and Societies Award. Paige feels that YARCS has offered her
valuable experiences that have set her on the path for future success. “I am grateful
that York Academy has given me opportunities I wouldn't have had elsewhere," she said.
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Michaelina will attend Haverford College to study neuroscience or psychology, so she
can make an impact in the future. She was also key in bringing the first hard-bound
Upper School yearbook to fruition. Michaelina holds leadership roles in National Honor
Society, National Spanish Honor Society and National Art Honor Society. She also
qualified for the National Merit Scholarship Program. Michaelina is an exceptional
pianist and talented musician. She received the following accolades: Presidential
Award for Academic Excellence, When In Need Foundation Scholarship, York Academy
Foundation Grant, Outstanding Leadership Award, Excellence in Journalism Award, DP
Language and Literature Award, and DP Science Award. As a result of the rigorous
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Diploma Programme, she feels prepared to handle challenging assignments and the
expectations for high quality work in college.

After graduation, Khora will attend the nursing program at York College. “I can see
myself working in pediatrics or in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU),” she said.
Khora is a beautiful artist, and intends to minor in Fine Arts/Studio Arts. She qualified
for the National Merit Scholarship Program, is a member of the National Art Honor
Society and serves as the Index Editor for the Yearbook Club. “YARCS has prepared me
for college through challenging coursework and by making me be more aware of time
management,” she said. Khora also loves that York Academy has given her the
opportunity to be a world citizen while learning things to help her grow as a young
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adult. She received the Presidential Award for Academic Excellence, the Promise
Program Award (York College Nursing Program) and an Excellence in Journalism Award.

After graduation, Karissa plans to attend HACC. She is undecided on her major, and
plans to transfer to another college when she's made a decision. Karissa is involved in
the theater program, and participates in dance and baton outside of school. She loves
how her classes are smaller than at other schools, and feels that she thrives at York
Academy. "Knowing that my teachers are in my corner, and that they're here to help me,
makes me excited to come to school each day," she said. "They inspire me!"
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Mia plans to attend Morgan State University. She looks forward to majoring in
English Literature/Professional Writing and minoring in the Performing Arts and/or
Psychology. Mia is a talented vocalist and pianist, and she has been in almost ever
theater production. Mia feels that her experience at York Academy has been
valuable. "YARCS adequately prepares you for life outside of high school, equipping
you with skills like bilingualism to ensure that you have the best opportunities for your
future," she said.
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