FORGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

October 19, 2021 Newsletter

A Note from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Families and Staff of Forge and Sage International Schools,
I hope that you are all well and that your extended families and friend
groups are well. Fall is my favorite time of the year and the changes in
the light, temperature, and scenery often cause me to reflect on the course of the year. This
year is no exception. Over the last two-three weeks, I’ve managed to read two very different
and very engaging books - the first was entertaining and transported me to a world entirely of
the author’s imagination. The other book was a deeply scholarly and empathetic investigation
of one discrete moment during the Holocaust that also transported me to another, far darker
time. I believe that reading is fundamental to a rich and rewarding experience at school and to
a life of opportunities and richness after school.
We are striving at both of our schools to ensure strong fundamental reading skills for our
students. Please take full advantage of conferences to touch base with your child’s(ren’s)
teachers and learn about their progress and what you can do to support them at home. I’ve
included three resources, aimed primarily at Pre-School through Grade 3 parents that provide
great resources that you can use to support your child.
https://improvingliteracy.org/family
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/everyday-steps-reading-and-writing
https://www.lplearningcenter.org/kindergarten-and-first-grade-resources/
Finally, we’ve spent some time looking at reading growth as measured by the Measures of
Academic Progress. For the period of September 2019 to September 2020, our students
(overall) experienced significant losses in growth in mathematics and reading - an experience
shared by a vast majority of students across America. This week we looked at a new set of data
for the period of September 2020 to September 2021. We saw significant, positive growth at
both schools in both reading and mathematics. Great news!
We will continue to strive to ensure all of our students at both Sage and Forge have every
opportunity to learn, grow and know that they are in communities that care
deeply about them.
All the best,
Andy Johnson

OUR MISSION:
Forge International School engages students
within an inclusive international learning
community, challenging all members
to take risks and contribute locally and
globally through open-minded inquiry.

STAY CONNECTED!
Other than school- wide
emails and newsletters, our
website is the best resource
for general info about Forge.
You can also find us on
Facebook and Instagram!

A Note from Head of School, Darci Stelzner:
Hello Forge families, you are cordially invited to our fall conferences THIS WEEK!
We are excited for you to see all of the wonderful learning that has taken place
during quarter 1. Our hallways are filled with beautiful artwork and classrooms
are filled with thoughtful artifacts of learning.

PYP (K-5) families, your child's classroom teacher has sent out a sign up link for
you to choose a time that best fits your schedule. Please reach out to them if you need it to be
resent. The fall conference for PYP is a teacher-led conference in which teachers will discuss
where your child currently is in their learning and the goals they have created. Students are
welcome to join you!
MYP (6-9) families, conferences will be held Monday and Tuesday, October 18-19, from 4:308:30pm with a scheduled teacher break from 6:00-6:30 and teachers will not be available during
this time. MYP conferences are student-led. Students spent last week gathering artifacts, reflecting
on their work, and practicing conversations they will have with you. When you arrive at school on
Monday or Tuesday evening, your student will guide you through their day taking you to each
class and walking you through their artifacts. Their teachers will be there to meet you and answer
any questions you have. If you feel like a longer conversation or conference is necessary, please
let your child's teacher know and we will work to get one set up for you.
We look forward to seeing you!
Darci

October in the
Forge Kitchen:
Breakfast Menu
Lunch Menu

Mark your Calendar:
Oct 18-21 - Fall conferences
Oct 25 - School Photo Day!
Nov 6 - PTO Harvest Festival
Nov 22-26 - Thanksgiving Break,
No School!

PYP (K-5) at Forge
¡Hola familias de Forge!
This month we celebrated Hispanic Heritage
Month in the PYP Spanish classes. The
Hispanic Heritage Month started as a weeklong celebration in 1968 under President Johnson and later on, it was expanded to a full month
celebration by President Reagan in 1988. The celebration is from September 15th through
October 15th, which coincides with the national independence day of Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. Similarly, Mexico celebrates its independence on the 16th
and Chile on the 18th. We celebrated by coloring flags from the 21 Spanish-speaking countries,
listening to traditional music, learning the history of chocolate, and watching movies that taught
us a lot about the cultures. We invite you to encourage their use of Spanish at home; they would
love to share with you what they've learned!
-Maestra Diana

MYP (6-9) at Forge
We can’t wait to see our families at parent-teacher conferences next week!
Students will be showing off their work from all their different classes, as well as
reflecting on how they are developing their ATL (Approaches to Learning) skills.

More and more, teachers are using the Toddle platform for schoolwork and assessments. Your
child should have brought home paperwork several weeks ago, explaining how to join the Toddle
community. We are counting on parents and guardians to access Toddle to see their children’s
progress. Please email your child’s advisory teacher if you still need the access code for Toddle.
Please make sure your child has a set of headphones or earbuds at school; they are used in many
of their classes.
Thank you, Lisa

Dear Parents,

Counselor's Corner

For Suicide Prevention Month, we held an MYP assembly and presented to
students the concept of: "See something, Hear something, Say something.” We
discussed how to recognize concerns, and assured students of the strong support
system they have at Forge. We encouraged them to reach out to teachers or the
school counselor with concerns and assured them that staff members are always
available to assist students in providing appropriate support to peers who share concerns with them.
We asked them to pass on concerns they hear of with the appropriate parties, especially in
circumstances regarding safety,
self-harm, and suicidal ideation. It
is a difficult subject but very
important, and is the
responsibility for us ALL to show
caring to address and mitigate
concerns and ensure the safety
and well-being of students!

For October we will be covering “Red Ribbon Week”, and the importance
of making safe and positive choices at the elementary level. All students
are encouraged to wear RED for Red Ribbon Week on Oct. 25th-28th. Red
ribbons will be distributed to all students. MYP students in 6-9th will
engage, discuss, and identify the value and importance of making safe
and positive choices, and overcoming peer pressure, and learning healthy
adaptive ways to cope through challenging circumstances.
Featured Videos for Each Day of Red Ribbon Week:
October 21st Day 1: Kristin Armstrong – Olympic Gold Medalist
October 25th Day 2: Corbin Maxey – Animal Expert/TV Personality
October 26th Day 3: Nicole Jordan – Miss Rodeo Idaho 2020-2021
October 27th Day 4: Dr. Vincent Kituku – Founder of Caring Hearts, & Hand of Hope
October 28th Day 5: Natural High: Element to living a healthy, drug-free life. (Ex. drawing, writing,
reading, video games, spending time with family, going for a walk, engaging in communitysponsored activities, etc.)
Here is the link for parents, we invite you to take this opportunity to engage with your student and
learn about Red Ribbon Week and discuss it with them! Thank you.

Nurse Blew's Health Corner:

I just want to say thank you to the parents that have helped us keep our COVID-19
numbers down by communicating so well with myself or other school staff when
your student and/or family member is home ill. We realize that it can be frustrating
and difficult when your student is required to quarantine. Keep in mind that if a
student over 12 is vaccinated for COVID-19, is free of symptoms, but has been
exposed to a COVID-19 positive person, they are not required to quarantine. This is
why it is important to let us know their vaccination status when notifying us of a COVID exposure.

If your child stays home sick, we require a note from their MD/NP/PA to have
their absence excused. However, if they have been asked by the school nurse
to stay home in quarantine per school COVID-19 policy, the absence will be
excused. Also, if you have your ill child tested to rule out COVID-19, it will usually
be excused, even with negative results.
Since the symptoms of COVID-19 are similar to those of other illnesses, we greatly appreciate the
help from parents in avoiding the spread of all illnesses. If not tested, we may request that they
stay home for 10 days to quarantine. If you do have them tested for COVID, please send a copy of
the results to us so that we can excuse their absence, if appropriate. PLEASE remember to screen
for signs of illness every day before sending to school, and keep students home if showing
symptoms of illness. Please email me with any questions: lorinda.blew@forgeintl.org
Thank you again!
Lorinda, RN
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Our readers are off and running! Forge students in
Grades 4-9 are gearing up for this year's Idaho
Battle of the Books (IBOB)! You can read more
about the program HERE. IBOB is meant to expose
students to quality literature representing a
variety of literary styles and viewpoints. The
mission of the program is to encourage and
recognize students who enjoy reading, share the
love of reading with students who have not yet
discovered that for themselves, broaden reading
interests, increase reading comprehension,
promote academic excellence, and promote
cooperative learning and teamwork among
students.
We know our Forge readers will do AWESOME!

The PTO Food
Drive was a
great success!
We appreciate all the families that
donated and showed our community
how caring we are. We can't wait to find
out who our big winners are!

Forge
Forge PTO
PTO
Harvest
Harvest Festival
Festival

We hope you join us:
Saturday, November 6th
from 2pm-6pm
Chili Cook-Off, Silent & Online Auction,
Cake Walk, Food, Treats, Games,
Activities, Face Painting, Inflatable and
so much more! We are looking for
donations to our silent auction, you can
find those HERE. Thank you!

FORGE EXPEDITIONS!
4th and 5th grade had an awesome trip with
Forge Expeditions to Juniper Gulch last
Friday! The students got a great lesson on
how to be stewards of the outdoors and
practice 'Leave No Trace'. They also had an
awesome learning experience with Mrs.
Taggart about the rocks in the region, the
different forms, weathering and erosion, and
how the region was formed by volcanic
activity millions of years ago!
It was a beautiful day. Stay tuned for more
outdoor opportunities, you can find more
info HERE!

Forge Snow Team!
Hello Forge families! We are so excited to
announce that we are developing another
sports club for our wonderful school. This
upcoming winter we will have Forge’s firstever snow team for MYP students in
grades 6-9. Under the organization of
Bogus Basin Ski Education Foundation
(http://bbsef.org), Forge offers the
opportunity for students to take part in
Alpine, Nordic and Snowboard
competitions. The team offers students
the opportunity to better their skills,
practice sportsmanship, and meet other
racers. Their first race will take place on
January 8th at Bogus Basin. Please find
more info HERE to see if the snow team
would be a good fit for your MYP student!

Girls Basketball
We are excited to offer our
FIRST season of Girls Basketball
for those in 6th-8th grades who
wish to play.
Practices have begun and are MondayThursday from 4:00-6:00 pm. For more
information, please visit this website. Plan to
come cheer on your Forge Girls team at the
following home and away games:
Scheduled Games:
October 26th- @ Rolling Hills at 3:30
October 28th- @ home vs Wilder at 4:15
November 1st- @ home vs Horseshoe Bend
at 4:15
November 18th- @ home vs TVCA at 4:15
November 29th- @ Riverstone at 4:00

