FORGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
March 15, 2022 Newsletter

A Note from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Families and Staff of Forge and Sage International Schools,
Our days are brighter and longer as we exit winter and enter spring. The old
saying of in like a lion and out like a lamb seems entirely appropriate with the
mix of weather we are having and the way events are unfolding in a young
democracy far from our shores.
I think it is entirely appropriate to speak a little about what is happening to Ukraine. Ukraine is
a democracy under brutal assault by Vladimir Putin’s Russia. Democracy matters and we
shouldn’t stand by when people violently attack it. Democracy is fragile and it is imperfect and
we should do everything in our power, as Lincoln urged us, to ensure that “government of the
people by the people for the people shall not perish from the earth.”
In that spirit, the work that we all do to ensure our children get the best possible education is of
the utmost importance for the strength of our communities and country. We are grateful that
you chose an International Baccalaureate education at Sage and Forge. We are educating
young people so that they can take action locally and globally.
The International Baccalaureate’s mission urges/demands that our community strive to
develop young people who are caring, knowledgeable and who are also deeply curious.
Further, this mission asks us, as an International Baccalaureate community, to strive for a
peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. It is a mission that illuminates
a noble purpose for our work together.
Finally, during humanitarian crises, we can and perhaps do feel an urge to help in some way.
There are probably hundreds of governmental, non-profit and religious organizations that are
attempting to help ordinary Ukrainians. I’ve included links to some sources of information that
may be of use.
United Nations Crisis Relief Fund
American Red Cross Relief Efforts
Medicins Sans Frontieres (Doctors without Borders)
National Public Radio article on ways to help Ukrainians
How to talk about the war with children (PBS Newshour)
Sincerely,
Andy Johnson
Executive Director
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Forge International School engages
students within an inclusive international
learning community, challenging all members to take
risks and contribute locallyand globally through open-minded inquiry.

A Note from Head of School, Darci Stelzner:
We are officially an IB school! Since opening our doors in
the fall of 2019, we have been working towards this
accomplishment. Our PYP teachers, coordinator, and network
support have worked tirelessly toward this prestigious title. I
am very proud of our team and to be able to call Forge an IB
World School. Our next steps include continuing forward with
MYP (grades 6-10), for which we are currently a candidate school. We will soon begin the process for
the DP (Diploma Program, grades 11-12).

Save the date for student-led conferences! Thursday, March 31 4:30-8:30 and Friday, April 1 8:0012:00. Student-led conferences allow students to take the role of the leader. They have been
preparing for this and have been working on being an effective communicator to share their
learning with you.
As Andy’s message references the events that are unfolding in the world today, I want recognize
one of our teachers who has spent time teaching at Kyiv International School in Ukraine. She, along
with our PYP Spanish teacher and guest teachers in PYP art are bringing awareness to this realworld event in their lessons and service projects. Please read below to find out more.

Spotlight: Profe Chapman, MYP Spanish
At Forge, our 8th and 9th graders have been learning about food and drink
in their Spanish class. Food is always my favorite medium with which to
teach about a language and culture because so many of us have memories
tied to a flavor, texture, smell, or time spent cooking with friends or family.
When the war broke out in Ukraine, I started clinging to every memory I have
of life in Ukraine. My first IB teaching job was at Kyiv International School.
Many of my friends and former colleagues are currently refugees scattered throughout Europe,
some forced to leave their husbands or sons behind or send their families into an unknown land.
Others are choosing to stay and help their communities. Over the past two weeks I've felt every
range of emotion, but most of all helplessness.
Using the global perspective of food, we examined Ukrainian breakfast and lunch recipes (in
Spanish!) when we came back from February break. The final process of our Inquiry Cycle is to
reflect and act. Eighth-grade students jumped at the opportunity to plan a fundraiser to provide
funds for food for the displaced in and around Ukraine. We will be making and selling borsch, and
Here is their symbol
all proceeds will go to the World Central Kitchen which
Here is what borsch looks like
is currently providing meals to those on the borders
and within Ukraine. The ninth-graders will also be
joining us by making and selling pampushky (buns with
garlic, parsley, and dill). My teacher's heart is filled with
hope by their enthusiasm to help people halfway
around the world! A pre-order form was emailed to you
on Friday (March 11) and soup/rolls will need to be
picked up after school Thursday, March 17. We are also
happy to take donations here. Thank you!

STAY CONNECTED!
Other than school- wide emails and
newsletters, our website is the best resource
for general info about Forge. You can also
find us on Facebook and Instagram!

March in the Forge Kitchen:
Breakfast Menu
Lunch Menu

Nurse Blew's Health Corner:
As of last week, wearing a mask is now “optional” for students and staff. There are
some members of our Forge community that will still choose to wear one, and we will
support that choice and expect everyone in our community to be caring and respectful
as well. As the school nurse dealing with sick kids in my office, I will still be wearing it
at times. If your student is recovering from an illness but is well enough to be at school,
I encourage you to consider having them wear a face covering at school to avoid spreading germs. If
students visit my office experiencing symptoms such as cough, I may ask them to wear a mask if they
remain at school. I will continue to keep a supply in my office for that reason. Please remind your
student(s) of the importance of washing hands, using hand sanitizer, coughing and sneezing into their
elbow/armpit, and not sharing anything such as drinks with classmates. Most of all, keep them home
when ill, and please refer to the Illness Decision Tree if they have symptoms. I will continue to track
Covid cases as well as other illnesses for a while, so please email me at lorinda.blew@forgeintl.org if
they have been exposed to or tested for covid. Please continue to report absences to
attendance@forgeintl.org.
Thank you! Lorinda Blew, RN

Career Day is Coming!

The 2022 Forge Career
Day will be held on
Thursday, March 31st. Last
year's Career Day was a
huge success thanks to
the wonderful support
from our PTO, our Forge
Parent volunteers, local
businesses, and
community support. We
need YOU to help keep
this going, you're an integral part of our
community. Without volunteers and local support,
we could not do this! We need YOUR experiences!
We are looking for a handful of volunteers to
share their profession with our 3rd-5th grade
students.
We are also looking for a group of volunteers to
participate in our Middle School/High School
Financial Life Planning Simulation, “Reality Town.”
If you have any questions or would like to get
further information, please contact school
counselor Joy Kaplan (208) 244-0577 ex. 140, or
email at joy.kaplanrood@forgeintl.org.

Parent Engagement Survey You should have received an
email from Forge recently
asking for you to take part in
our Parent Engagement survey. This is
really valuable information and we ask for
your help completing it by April 1st.
Thank you!

Mark your
Calendar:
March 17 - 4th Grade @ Bogus AND
March 17 - 2022-23 Forge Lottery draw
March 21-24 - Career Week
March 30 - 3rd Grade Discover Center
March 31 - Career Day
April 7 - Alice In Wonderland - PYP
April 10-15 - Spring Break - No School
April 18 - 4th grade field trip- Wagon's Ho!
May 21 - PTO Movie Night #3
June 4 - PTO Community Yard Sale @ Forge

Does your Forge Student love to sing? We are looking for volunteers for a
surprise project we have in the works! Students need to be willing to be
recorded singing an original song and also be featured in a special video that
will be presented to our Forge Community, and maybe beyond! We ask that
you record an "audition" video of them singing any song of their choice, and
email it to our Marketing Coordinator Heidi at heidi.hagman@sageintl.org. All
ages and experience levels are welcome. We can't wait to hear the great talent
we have at Forge, and to share our fun project with you!

PYP (K-5th) at Forge
Grades K-5 have opened up the Student Journal feature on Toddle, our Learning
Management Program. The Student Journal feature is a wonderful way for both
teachers and students to share their learning with you. By connecting to your
child’s journal you will see photos and videos from class, work samples,
reflections and teacher messages.
You received an invitation,
either in hard copy or email,
from your child’s teacher a
couple weeks ago. This
invitation has a unique QR
code that allows you to link up
to your child’s own Journal on
Toddle. If this invitation did
not make it home, or got lost
in the shuffle, feel free to
reach out to your child’s
teacher. They can easily send
you a new one. We look
forward to sharing your child’s
learning with you!

First grade is
coming together
to review how to
be great writers.
This week we
reviews "Thank,
Plan, Write".

Last week in art each PYP student made a sunflower in support
of the people of Ukraine!

MYP (6th-9th) at Forge
All classes are preparing for the end of the third quarter. Career Week is also rapidly approaching,
and students have been participating in career-related activities through Advisory classes. Please
keep checking the Forge MYP blog to see all the great things we are doing!

IBOB (Idaho Battle of the Books)
Two sixth grade teams and one seventh
grade team are currently in the middle of
reading as many as possible of this year’s
IBOB (Idaho Battle of the Books) middle
school/junior high selections.

Each time students finish a book, they record their
progress with a sticker on the chart in the MYP hallway.
Teachers and other staff are reading, too! IBOB teams
compete at tournaments each year, both in their
schools and elsewhere, to answer as many questions as
they can about 16 books. We won’t be able to attend the
regional IBOB tournament in Meridian this month, but
we are working to host our own tournament at Forge!
Stay tuned for details!

Forge Expeditions
with Coordinator Megan Furious:

We are so excited to announce our spring break expedition for 2022! We will be
taking thirteen MYP students to Hells Canyon for a four-day, three-night thru-hike
including an exciting jet boat ride up the Snake River! If this is something your child
would like to participate in, please read the information below carefully.
Trip Details
Dates: April 8-11, 2022 (over Spring Break)
Faculty Leads: Megan Furois, Andy Johnson, and Elsje Taggart
Transportation: School vehicle and jet boat operated by
Killgore Adventures.
Planned Hiking Itinerary: Embark on Kilgore jet boat at
Pittsburg Landing and travel upstream on the Snake River to
the debarkation point at Sheep Creek. Hike downstream along
the Snake River to Pittsburg landing. Average hiking distance
on each day is five miles.
Cost: $305, which covers your child’s transportation, staff pay, jet
boat fees, and meals for the duration of the trip. *Forge Expeditions
does not turn away students based on financial means- If your family
can not afford the cost at this time, please indicate in your application
to benefit from a scholarship.
You can find more info HERE, and if your child would like to
participate in this excursion, please fill out the form on THIS LINK.
Lottery sign-ups will close on March 18th.

