FORGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
April 27, 2022 Newsletter
A Note from Executive Director, Andy Johnson:
Dear Families and Staff of Sage and Forge International Schools,
Welcome back to the home stretch of our first full year of in-person learning
since the 2018-2019 school year. This has been an extraordinary year of
challenges and opportunities. We have and will continue to meet these as a
team and community.
In this newsletter piece I want to share about the great things that are happening at our schools
right now, but first I want to write and share about Ukraine. Ukraine is a democracy under
vicious attack by Russia. Millions of Ukrainians are refugees and thousands have been killed and
wounded. They need our support.
Terry Ryan, the CEO of BLUUM is in Poland right now with his wife working to support, in any
way they can, Polish schools that are helping Ukrainian children who are refugees. of our
schools’ biggest sources of support and expertise. Please see the article at this link to learn
more about their work and ways you may be able to provide relief. I know that Ukrainians will
be grateful for any support you can lend. Thank you.
Transitioning - this is an incredibly busy and exciting time of the year. The weather begins to
turn warmer and sunnier and the days are longer. It is also the time of year in schools that is
filled with field trips, community gatherings and all the events that serve as markers for what
our children have learned and how they have grown. Recently, our students have participated in
Wagons Ho!, traveled to Minidoka National Historic Site, visited the Anne Frank Memorial,
backpacked 15 miles through Hells Canyon, hosted Career Day, competed in Sage Olympics,
honored two of our high school Seniors at the Rotary Century Scholars awards banquet, and
visited universities. These types of activities extend their view of the world, connect their
learning in school to big questions and ideas and are central to a robust IB education. Keep an
eye out for more events for families and students at both campuses in the days and weeks to
come.
All the best,
Andy Johnson
Executive Director
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Forge International School engages students within an inclusive international learning community,

challenging all members to take risks and contribute locallyand globally through open-minded inquiry.

Mark your Calendar:
May 2-5 - Teacher Appreciation Week
May 19 - MYP Spring Dance 4:30-7:30
May 21 - PTO Movie Night #3
May 25 - 5th Grade PYP Exhibition
June 2 - Last Day of school - full day
June 4 - PTO Community Yard Sale @
Forge

STAY CONNECTED!
Other than school- wide emails and
newsletters, our website is the best
resource for general info about Forge.
You can also find us on
Facebook and Instagram!

A Note from Head of School, Darci Stelzner:
We have many exciting things happening at Forge as we wrap up our final 6
weeks of this school year! We celebrated Earth Day last week, our 5th grade
staff and students are at Idaho BaseCamp this week, and we have a lot of
fun field trips coming up across all grade levels. There is still a lot of
learning happening in these last few weeks, and I encourage you to take
some time with your student to reflect on their many great
accomplishments this year and make a plan to finish up the year STRONG!
SPRING TESTING!
Tuesday and Wednesday is the start of spring testing. This week we will be testing our 3rd-8th
graders in the ISAT math assessments. The tests are designed to provide systems-level
information for state, district, and school decision-making and are taken each year in the spring.
Summative assessments, which can be compared to a telescope, are useful for looking at large
systems from afar and identifying patterns that might not be visible without that specific lens.
THANK YOU to those families who have been able to provide snacks for our students to help
keep their brains fueled during these assessments.

Nurse Blew's Health Corner:
We are happy to be settling into a “new normal” school routine again. In that effort,
I will be attempting to do vision and hearing screens on all current kindergarten
students that are re-enrolled for next August. I will try to get these done by the end
of this school year so that they can do any needed follow-ups during the summer
break. If you DO NOT want me to do a routine screening exam, please email me at
lorinda.blew@forgeintl.org. Also, if you have an older student that you feel may be having hearing
or vision problems, let me know, and I will try to get them screened also.
Additionally, through my NASN membership, I have applied to receive some
VSP vision coupons to assist in providing a free vision exam with participating
vision doctors. This can also assist in buying glasses for them if prescribed.
There are certain financial qualifying guidelines to receive these coupons. You
can find these guidelines here.
Lorinda Blew RN, BS

Last Friday Forge hosted its very own Idaho
Battle of the Books competition, with 5 teams
competing in elementary, and 3 teams in
middle school. Students from Future
Public School joined in the fun! Our
Forge students have worked hard
making their way through 16 chosen
books, and then competed by
answering questions about them.
Forge 7th-grade team "Wonderful
Wonders of Words" took first place in
middle school, and Forge 5th-grade
team "Anonymous" won it all among the
elementary teams! Congratulations to
ALL our Forge readers for a job well
done!

Career Day at Forge!
We had another amazing Career Day this year
thanks to a lot of hard work by our wonderful
Counselor Joy, and the help of many volunteer
parents, community members, and staff. Please
see this video showcasing the great time our
students had during the parade, talking to workers
in various trades, and taking part in Reality Town!
Thank you to everyone who helped make this day
another great success!

PYP (K-5th):
Last week 4th graders got to take a field trip back in time and experience a day as if they were
a pioneer traveling the Oregon Trail. Thank you to Mosaics school for hosting, we had a blast!

PYP students celebrated Earth Day with acts of service and appreciation. One of our PYP
Transdisciplinary Themes is “Sharing the Planet” which is an inquiry into all of the ways people
and other living things depend on each other. Our Earth Day projects and celebrations are a
perfect fit!

All of the PYP classrooms are moving into their final Units of Inquiry for this school year! Wow, it
is amazing to see all of the thinking, learning, wondering, and growing the students have done.
The final Units of Inquiry will be:
Kinder- How We Organize Ourselves - Communities share resources
Grade 1- Sharing the Planet - Living things change through natural cycles
Grade 2 - Where We Are In Place and Time: Terms, tools, and changes help us understand
geography
Grade 3 - How We Organize Ourselves: A local community is a system with independent parts
Grade 4 - How We Organize Ourselves: Patterns and energy are used to communicate
Grade 5 - How We Organize Ourselves: Human civilizations rely on organized systems
Idaho Basecamp: We are thrilled that Forge Expeditions and Idaho Basecamp have created a
partnership that will allow for our entire 5th-grade class to spend this entire week learning at
Idaho Basecamp’s Big Lost campus 45 minutes north of Sun Valley. We can't wait to share with
you all about their experience, please click here and then on Idaho Basecamp to learn more.

MYP (6th-9th):
There are some big things going on in the MYP! As always, information on Forge MYP can be
found on our blog, Bonfire at Forge.
Students and staff celebrated Earth Day with a trip to Eagle Island State Park on Thursday
the 21st. We cleaned up the park and participated in other service activities. In the
afternoon, the MYP returned to Forge for Earth Day-themed activities like making recycled
paper plantable seeds, planting sunflower seeds (to plant on campus), creating a mural,
undertaking an escape room, taking part in a Nearpod lesson, or watching nature
documentaries.

As mentioned above, 11 MYP students took part in an Idaho Battle of the Books (IBOB)
tournament on April 22nd. These students have worked in teams of four all year to read as
many books (from a given list of 16) as they can, and met with Mrs. Marshall weekly to
compete against each other in answering questions about the books. Congratulations to
6th graders Emme K., Savannah S., Cora G., Addie E., Rawly C., Logan J., Liam D., Isaiah G.;
and 7th graders Devany C., Stockton J., and Gage S. on their accomplishments!
On Thursday Forge freshmen will take a trip to our sister school, Sage International in
Boise, to see their 10th graders’ Personal Project Exhibition. This is in preparation for the
culminating year of the MYP, in which our students will undertake their own yearlong
Personal Project.

Forge
Expeditions

Forge Explorers spent an epic 4 days hiking Hells Canyon over Spring
Break! 10 MYP students were led by awesome leaders Megan Furois, Andy
Johnson, and Elsje Taggart. Their adventure began with a fun jet boat ride
up the Snake River to their starting point at Sheep Creek. They hiked 15
miles back downstream over 4 days and faced snow, rain, sleet, and hail
along the way! But overall had sunny weather, and our Forge students
showed amazing perseverance and teamwork carrying everything on
their backs themselves. An experience they will never forget,
we look forward to many more trips like this and hope your
student can join us on the next one. Thank you to all to
help make this happen, especially Ms. Furois!

